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S. Africa: friends for the future 


T he Oxford Diocese may 
soon have a formal link 
with the Anglican Dio- 
cese of Kimberley and Kuru- 
man, if the Diocesan Synod ap- 
proves a ‘companion relation- 
ship’ at its March 5 meeting. The 
South African diocese is one- 
and-a-half times the area of Great 
Britain, but much of it is desert, 
and there is great poverty. 

Also proposed are links be- 
tween Oxford’s Anglican theo- 
logical colleges and the Oxford 
Ministry Course, and the Col- 
lege of the Transfiguration, a 
new seminary for ordinands in 
Grahamstown. A development 
of the existing relationship be- 
tween the Diocesan Youth As- 
sembly’s South African Group 
and a group of young people in 
the Diocese of Johannesburg is 
also being recommended. 

The Archdeacon of Oxford, the 
Ven. Frank Weston, will move 
the synod motion on behalf of 
the Partnership in World Mis- 
sion’s South African Concern 
Group. It would mean more links 
at parish level, and clergy and 
youth exchanges . Wycliffe Hall 
Theological College in Oxford 
already has an exchange pro- 
gramme with two black South 
African students currently stud- 
ying there. 

Exclusive interview 

The Bishop of Oxford, the 
Right Revd Richard Harries, 
has recently returned from a 
private visit to South Africa. 

During his visit he laid the 
foundations for the diocesan 
link with the Bishop of Kim- 
berley and Kuruman. He also 
spent three days at the newly 
opened College of the Trans- 
figuration. 

This Diocese has a long histo- 
ry of concern for South Africa. 
In an exclusive interview with 
The DOOR, the Bishop said: 

“My last visit to South Africa 
was in 1982, when apartheid 
looked entrenched for another 


25 or 30 years. Now, there has 
been what is literally a miracu- 
lous change. Apartheid has in 
many aspects been abolished, and 
we are on the way to fundamental 
political change in South Africa. 

“On the other hand, in South 
Africa at the moment there is 
great anxiety because of uncer- 
tainties about the future, and be- 
cause of the daily toll of suffering 
and killings. 

Last year, when we had a group 
of young people visiting the Dio- 
cese from Johannesburg, one 
feature of that visit was their anx- 


process is now irreversible, and 
political change will inevitably 
take place. What will be more 
difficult is a genuine sharing of 
the economic resources in soci- 
ety, but unless that takes place 
there really will be trouble. 

Sanctions have, and are still, 
making a contribution to bring 
the parties to the negotiating ta- 
ble. The time for lifting them is 
when the leaders in South Afri- 
ca say so, and I think most peo- 
ple are agreed it should not be 
before an interim government 
with control of the security and 


‘The black Africans are a very 
tolerant and patient people’ 


iety and worry about the violence 
which is particularly bad for those 
in the black townships. 

“However, I was conscious of 
the real hope now in South Afri- 
ca: qualified hope, slightly anx- 
ious hope but nevertheless real 
hope. This was expressed to me 
both by Afrikaaner businessmen, 
English-speaking people, black 
people, and members of mixed- 
raced communities. There is a 
feeling that things really are on 
the move , which was gratifying. 

“There is confusion about the 
political situation, and it has to be 
said that not everybody is entire- 
ly happy with the deal being 
struck by the ANC and the Na- 
tionalist party. 

However, I think that as Man- 
dela and de Klerk have agreed, 
there will be elections to form a 
constituent assembly — either 
towards the end of this year, or 
the beginning of next year; and 
an interim executive government, 
composed of members of differ- 
ent parties, but mainly made up, 
presumably, of members of the 
ANC and the Nationalist Party 
which, by recent agreement, will 
be in place for five years. “Clear- 
ly, there are extremists and we 
don’t quite know what they will 
do. But 1 personally think the 


Making Sunday special 


The February General Synod 
voted to make Sunday special. 
An amendment affirming the 
importance of Sunday as a day 
for “ spiritual renewal , rest, re- 
ceation and the nurture of family 
life” and deploring the deliber- 
ate flouting of the Sunday trad- 
ing law by powerful commer- 
cial interests was passed unani- 
mously in all three Houses of 
Synod . 

It was introduced by the Revd 
Trevor Williams, a member from 
this Diocese, who represents 
Oxford University. 

Any reform of the law’ gov- 
erning Sunday trading ought to 


preserve in a distinct and special 
way the special character of Sun- 
day, the resolution stated. This 
could best be achieved through 
the limiting of commercial ac- 
tivity through clear and enforca- 
ble legislation. 

This ought to control retailing 
according to type and hours of 
opening, protect the existing and 
future rights of employees who 
in conscience choose not to work 
on Sundays and ensure that those 
in the retail sector who do work 
are properly paid. 

There will be a full report of the 
General Synod meeting in the 
April DOOR . 


f 


armed forces is in place. Once 
financial sanctions are lifted, my 
personal hope is that people will 
invest in South Africa again; 
that there will be enough confi- 
dence in the political process, 
and in the control of environ- 
ment, for European business, 
including British business, to 
invest very heavily in South 
Africa. Everything will depend 
upon the success of the South 
African economy. 

“I don’t think that all that has 
happened can just be forgotten 
or swept under the carpet, though 
the black Africans are a very 
tolerant and very patient people. 

But one of the reasons why I 
personally am very committed 
to the idea of a companion rela- 
tionship between us and the Di- 
ocese of Kimberley and Kumi- 
man is that I think it is important 
for us to stand beside, and with, 
Christians as they go forward to 
a new South Africa. We have 
both got things to give and 
things to receive. 

“Desmond Tutu has said very 
strongly to all his clergy that 
they are not to join any political 
party, because as the Church 
has been in the forefront of the 
battle against apartheid, now it 
is hoping to be in the forefront of 
the new reconciliation which 
will be needed in the South Af- 
rica of the future.” 



I love her 'cos she sings to me 


You are never too young for praising the 
Lord, especially when mother comes too. 
That is what they have discovered at Thatch- 
am’s weekly Pram Service. Organised by 
Mrs Marion Fontaine, a Reader, and the 
Parish Deacon, the Revd Valerie Hicks, it 
attracts up to 75 mums, dads and toddlers 
who gather St Mary’s Church on 230pm on 
Tuesdays for a friendly service of prayer, 
praise and stories. 

The DOOR dropped in on them (see photo) 
and with Mothering Sunday in mind asked 
some three - year old members of the congre- 
gation how they felt about their own mum. “I 
love her ’cos she sings to me,” said Emily. 
“She does the Hoovering,” said Alan, while 
Rebecca summed it up for them all: “She cuts 
up the onions, and cooks me pasta and looks 


after me and Justin .” Happy Mothering 
Sunday to them all, and to our readers. 

# For more about life in Thatcham, turn 
to our centre photo spread and follow their 
Vicar, Peter Sear, through one very hectic 
day. 

We hope it will help to show that the 
Parish Share offers value for money. 

You will find in this issue more articles 
about the Share — how it is spent, why it 
goes up, and how some parishes cope (pages 
6-9). 

Relationships with other faiths (page 10), 
two very different Christian views on abor- 
tion (page 13), a meditation for Lent and the 
first year of Milton Keynes’ new ecumenical 
church (page 15) are all also inside our 
March issue of The DOOR. 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: King Edward St 

(BETWEEN HIGH ST & ORIEL SQ) 
WOODSTOCK: On the A44 
CHELTENHAM: Regent Arcade 


one village^! 

The World Shop 


Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


• PLEASE TAKE A COPY - FREE! 
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Cooper 

& Cox 

Taxation, Accounting and Computing Services 

A QUALITY AND AFFORDABLE SERVICE 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS AFFAIRS 

O PERSONAL & BUSINESS TAX 

• ACCOUNTING/BOOK-KEEPING 

• VAT/VAT RETURNS 

• PAYE/PAYROLL ETC 

Aylesbury (0296) 615001 

204 Wendover Road, Weston Turville, 

Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP22 5TG 


EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

For children at fee paying schools 
For details send S.A.E. to:- 

The Clerk to the Governors, 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, 

126 High Street, 

Oxford. 0X1 4DG. 




INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 



A Club Centre ^ 

Fundraising Specialists for over 40 years 

RAISING FUNDS? 

— LET US HELP YOU!! 

We are sure your Church needs additional revenue 
and at Club Centre we offer the simplest way of 
raising funds. We supply Exceptional Value Packs 
of Greeting Cards and Gift Wrap for you to sell. 
With all the following advantages: 

* Absolutely No Risk 
* No Cash Outlay 

* 3 Months to sell before you have to pay 
* All goods are on sale or return at our expense 
* 25% profit guaranteed on every pack sold 

For a FREE brochure and all the information 
you need to start 

FUNDRAISING THE EASY WAY 

^ 0254 872202 

CLUB CENTRE LTD, 

Church Bridge, Accrington BB5 4EN 


EMMBROOK COURT 

LEIGHTON PARK 

READING 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Very Sheltered Housing 

Retired home-owners who want to avoid moving into nursing 
homes in the event of increasing frailty or disability, yet want 
to retain their independence, may be interested in Emmbrook 
court and the concept of very sheltered housing. 

Emmbrook Court provides accommodation for sale in 
purpose built, accessible one and two bedroom apartments. 
The design of the building enables anyone who has difficulty 
getting about to live comfortably. All doors are wide enough 
for a wheelchair and steps and stairs are non-existent — there 
are lifts instead. Care has been taken with the design of 
kitchens and bathrooms too e.g. all baths can he removed to 
allow walk-in showers to he fitted if needed. 

The scheme also includes comprehensive support services. 
Instead of a single warden found in most traditional sheltered 
housing, there is a team of housekeepers working in shifts, 
who are on call (via an alarm in each room) every day of the 
year. Additional domestic assistance, such as ironing, 
cleaning, shopping and more personal care is also available to 
cater for the private needs of Owners. 

Communal facilities include a dining room, lounges, guest 
suite, conservatory, laundry, gardens etc. 

For further information about Emmbrook Court contact: 

Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Building Society) 


Fairer trade for 
the Third World 



The theme of this year’s Chris- 
tian Aid Week, from May 17- 
22, is international trade. The 
charity is now well into its new 
two-year campaign aimed at 
achieving fairer trade for the 
Third World. Notable success- 
es have included soaring sales 
of Cafedirect, the new fairly trad- 
ed coffee from Mexico, Costa 
Rica and Peru. Waitrose stocks 
it in the Midlands and south- 
east, and you can buy it from 
selected Co-ops, many whole- 
food shops and Oxfam shops 
and Traidcraft suppliers. 

• The Revd Tony Moore is 
moving from Marsh Baldon 
near Dorchester to be Vicar of 
Enstone and Heythrop in north 
Oxfordshire. He will combine 
his ministry there with his work 
as part-time Ecumenical Offic- 
er in the Diocese. 

• The Church Missionary So- 
ciety’s new Press and Media 
Officer, Gilly Street, lives in 
Windsor, in this Diocese. “My 
role will encompass enabling 
supporters and other Church 
members to develop a deeper 
understanding of the valuable 
and diverse work undertaken by 
the Society in its operating areas 
of the Middle East, Africa and 
South and East Asia as well as in 


the UK, ” she says. In turn, it is 
hoped that they will feel more 
involved in the Society’s work 
and that this will encourage sup- 
port for CMS through prayer or, 
if people so wish, financially.” 

• All Saints’ Church, in the 
grounds of Shirbum Castle, near 
Watlington, may be declared re- 
dundant. Its twice monthly serv- 
ices draw only a handful of peo- 
ple, and the PCC has asked the 
Oxford Diocesan Pastoral Com- 
mittee to consider closing it. The 
Vicar of Watlington with Py- 
bum and Shirbum, the Revd 
Christopher Evans, said the small 
populations of Pyrton and Shir- 
bum could not afford the upkeep 
of two churches. 

• A retired clergyman from 
Thame, Canon Keith Weston , is 
back from a three-week trip to 
Japan with his wife, Margaret, at 
the invitation of the small but 
growing Japanese church. He 
opened and spoke at a new Chris- 
tian Convention — an offshoot 
of the Keswick Convention — 
on the southern island of 
Okinawa. This was the couple’ s 
third trip to Japan. 

• Four hundred people, includ- 
ing the Mother General of St 
Mary’s Convent, the Mayor of 
Wantage, and the local Roman 


Catholic priest, gathered at the 
Church of SS Peter and Paul 
Church in Wantage to welcome 
Father John Salter as Vicar of 
Wantage . The special service 
was conducted by the Bishop of 
Reading. Also present in the 
packed church were 50 parish- 
ioners from Father John’s former 
church in Castle Vale in Bir- 
mingham. 

• A former Anglican Vicar of 
All Saints’, Didcot, Father -Bur- 
ton Whitehead, will be ordained 
as a Roman Catholic priest on 
April 3. He will be the first 
married Roman Catholic priest 
in Berkshire, and his first ap- 
pointment will be as Chaplain of 
the Battle Hospital, Reading. Fa- 
ther Burton became a Roman 
Catholic in 1978 at the same 
time as his wife, Clare. Usually, 
Roman Catholic priests are celi- 
bate. However, the Pope can give 
permission for married clergy 
converting from other denomi- 
nations to be ordained. 

• The Sunday after Ascension 
Day, May 23, has been declared 
Communication Sunday and the 
week following as Communica- 
tions Week. This year’ s theme 


* 

will be ‘Faith in the Media’. 
•The Revd Tom Wright, Chap- 
lain of Worcester College, Ox- 
ford, and author of a new book 
about Jesus, and Canon Hugh 
Wybrew, Vicar of St Mary 
Magdalene, Oxford, and a former 
Dean of St Geroge’s Cathedral, 
Jerusalem, will be guest lectur- 
ers on a journey in the steps of St 
Paul through Greece and Turkey 
this Easter. The 15-day tour will 
include participation in the 
Orthodox Easter celebrations in 
Athens. Contact the Revd Dr 
Peter Walker on 0732 355200. 
• A new video about the Church 
of England: ‘Yours Faithfully 
— The Church of England’ has 
just been released at £10 a copy. 
The 28-minute film was made 
by Box Clever Productions, and 
commissioned by the General 
Synod’s Communications Unit 
with the 13,000 parishes in Eng- 
land in mind. The video was 
filmed as far apart as Gateshead 
and Shepton Mallett, and in rural 
and urban areas. There is also an 
interview with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and a commen- 
tary by broadcaster Brian Red- 
head. 


IN MY VIEW by James Cobban 


Long to reign over us? 


About fifteen years ago I was driving home 
across the South Downs late one wonderful 
summer evening, in that mixture of exhaus- 
tion and exhilaration which I am sure all 
selectors feel when they are returning from 
an ordinands’ selection conference. That day 
I had missed the Royal Wedding, so I idly 
switched on my car radio, to hear Archbishop 
Runcie reading the Lord’s Prayer. A moment 
later I realised that I was listening to a repeat 
of the service from a German station. All over 
the world people were joining in our celebra- 
tions. 

It was a magical moment. Now we have all 
come down to earth. What should have been 
a year of rejoicing for the Queen was made 
even more ‘horrible’ by the publication of 
those tapes and by the disgraceful way in 
which a popular paper broke the embargo on 
her Christmas speech. 

What has happened to the old-fashioned 
virtue of loyalty? Loyalty for me has always 
been primarily to the Crown, which symbol- 


ises this country’s past, present and future, 
and to passing politicians only as its repre- 
sentatives. It is a loyalty that is so basic that 
it demands a decent reticence. But loyalty 
and reticence are not words which seem to 
figure in the vocabulary of those faceless 
men who ultimately control our newspapers. 

It is partly our fault for allowing the Royal 
Family to be turned into a kind of soap- 
opera. In tearing away the mystery we have 
revealed that not every member of it is 
impeccable. What right have we to expect 
that they should be? Apart from the crisis of 
the Abdication we have had five monarchs 
in the last 150 years who have served this 
country supremely well. One of them, Ed- 
ward VII, had an irregular private life which 
was generally known, but not bruited from 
the house-tops. This did not prevent him 
from making a good king - and a good 
Supreme Governor of our Church. 

I am profoundly sad that that fairy-tale 
romance has faded. Prince and Princess to- 


gether had so much to give. It was not toHie. To 
apportion blame would be impertinent and 
pointless. As an ordinary man 1 feel tremen- 
dous sympathy for both of them (though none 
at all for those friends who seem to have 
advised her so badly); sympathy for the Queen 
and Prince Philip and for that splendid figure 
of the Queen Mother. I can only hope and pray 
that they will all be able to pick up the pieces. 

I hope too that Charles will one day - not yet 
- come to the throne, with the support of a 
united nation. He has qualities that will make 
him a good, perhaps a great, king. He has 
much to give to Church as well as State; and 
having been through the fires he may emerge 
a better and stronger man. It’s worth remem- 
bering too that the Coronation is essentially 
sacramental. Charles is not the man to take 
those oaths unless he is firmly resolved to keep 
them. 

Sir James Cobban is the former headmaster of 
Abingdon School. He was for many years a 
General Synod member. 



OXFORD PICK UP 
Rectory Drive 
Day Centre 22 
-29 May 5 June 
and return. 



Cranbourne Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1EA 
Telephone: (0929) 422477 

In our friendly atmosphere, you may enjoy a break 
away from it all at this delightful private hotel within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions of Swanage. 
Facilities include licensed bar, colour TV, gift shop, 
many rooms are en-suite and all have hot and cold 
wash-basins. 

To help you enjoy your holiday we arrange special trips 

to well known beauty 
spots and places of 
interest in the 
surrounding area. 
With our considerable 
experience of provid- 
ing care for the dis- 
abled, you can be sure 
we will do all we can 
to help you enjoy your 
stay. 

Please telephone for a 
copy of our brochure. 


Play in 
months 
not years 



PIANO, ORGAN AND PIANO-ACCORDION 


Trial Lesson free without obligation 


KNOW THE GREAT JOY OF MAKING MUSIC - you can learn at home, and start to play 
after only one lesson; no tricks or gimmicks, but constant improvement through 
pleasurable learning. The Klavar system will amaze you. and there is no more cost- 
effective way The Klavar Music Foundation 1 a an Educational Trust operating on a totally 
non-profit basis, with the aim of bringing the joy of musicmaking to as many people as 
possible. Klavar students play better after 3 months than many people can after 3 years 
From grateful letterss, recently received: 


"I am absolutely delighted with the Course, and deriving enormous pleasure from it. 

"For the first time I can play 'straight-off' a piece with which I am unfamiliar. "The 
lessons are ideal for people like me who live out in the country." ". . . the sheer joy of 
playing my favourite music!" "I can't thank you enough." 

The Klavar system is for people of all ages Many of our students are retired, and have at 
long-last realised their ambition to enjoy playing. You can discover the secret free, with 
absolutely no obligation. Just write or phone for details of Klavar Courses and a Free Trial 
Lesson, naming your instrument please. For the cost of a stamp or phone-call your life 
could be transformed 

^<lavar Music Foundation of Great Britain. 171 Yarborough Road. Lincoln LN1 3NO 
| Tel: 0522 5231 17 (24 hour answering service) 

| Name __ 

■ Address ■ — 
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Trust DR 
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Dissidents seek new vision 


“What really matters at the mo- 
ment is to stand firm where we 
are and make our opposition clear 
— and that it is not just an oppo- 
sition to the ordination of wom- 
en priests, but to the whole un- 
dermining of the faith,” said Dr 
Graham Leonard, the former 
Bishop of London. 

Dr Leonard, whose home is in 
Witney, was speaking at St Ed- 
berg’s Church Hall, Bicester, on 
February 13 at the first meeting 
in the Diocese of Forward in 
Faith, a nationwide movement. 

The meeting attracted more 
than 120 clergy and lay people. 
Dr Leonard said that for many 


If an offer was made it would be 
up to laity and priests to respond. 

The convenor of the meeting, 
Father Keith Haydon of Cowley, 
Oxford, said the gathering was 
not an end in itself but the begin- 
ning of something very exciting 
in the Oxford Diocese. A news- 
letter was planned, and the setting 
up of a network of like-minded 
congregations and individuals. 
There were already two alterna- 
tive chapters, and clergy might 
have to think about crossing par- 
ish boundaries to form others. 

He described the November 1 1 
vote, and the subsequent meeting 
of the House of Bishops in Man- 


Women priests -.Christine Zwart reports on 
the Diocese’s first meeting of 
Forward in Faith 


years he had called for a radical 
realignment between those who 
accepted revealed faith, and those 
who “think we make it up for 
each generation”. 

“By baptism we are committed 
to proclaiming the Gospel. The 
crucial question is, what is the 
Gospel? The Church of England 
does not take it very seriously.” 

The Bishop did not think a 
‘continuing’ Church as has been 
tried in America was a viable 
proposition in Britain, and had 
looked at alternatives. Talks with 
Cardinal Basil Hulme, had gone 
well. The Cardinal acknowl- 
edged how much Anglicans had 
to contribute, and was particu- 
larly concerned about the laity. 

Together they were exploring 
how some congregations might 
keep their Anglican rite while 
accepting the authority of the 
Roman Catholic Church. As a 
next step the Cardinal could take 
the proposal to the Roman Cath- 
olic bishops, and then to Rome . 


Chester, as “no less than theolog- 
ical euthanasia”. “Now, rather 
than fighting a rearguard action, 
we have to plan a new offensive, 
to seek a new vision and a new 
purpose, and to go forward in 
faith. Otherwise, we shall be rel- 
egated to a sideshow in an in- 
creasingly liberal and faithless 
Church of England,” he said. 

The Secretary of Forward in 
Faith , Father Stuart Wilson, said 
that letters and calls of support 
were coming into their London 
office at the rate of 200 a day, and 
more than 20,000 people had con- 
veyed their support in two months. 

He, too, dismissed the idea of a 
continuing church operating 
alongside the existing Church of 
England, because of disunity. 
However, he felt that some An- 
glicans had a “mindset” against 
joining the Roman Catholic 
Church, and he personally 
couldn’t throw over more than 30 
years of Anglicanism. Bishops 
who shared the same point of 


Future of rural 
Oxfordshire 


view were needed, and places 
of training so that the succes- 
sion of like-minded bishops 
could be ensured. The idea of 
flying bishops, as proposed at 
the bishops’ conference, guar- 
anteed neither. 

Father Wilson agreed that not 


everyone would end up in the 
same place. Catholics and Evan- 
gelicals had come together from 
different places and reached the 
same conclusion. “We are all on 
a pilgrimage, and Forward in 
Faith provides the opportunity to 
begin the journey” he said. 



Taizi to Milton Keynes 


Two brothers from the Taize community in France visited the 
ecumenical Church of Christ the Cornerstone in Milton Keynes 
on Wednesday, February 17, to lead a candlight evening of 
worship around the cross. 

Though intended for young people, there were people of all ages 
there, many sitting on the floor. The brothers said the setting 
often decided the theme, and at Christ the Cornerstone their 
thoughts and prayers centred on a worldwide ecumenical church. 

The Bishop of Oxford will lead an Easter Monday pilgrimage 
to the church (as well as a youth pilgrimage to Taize in August). 
If a group from your church is able to walk all or part of the way, 
contact the Revd Michael Burns at the CRy Church on 0908 
237777.Bring a banner and gather in Campbell Park, to the 
south of the shopping centre, by 230pm. 

Pictured (left to right) : Ed Hancock, Brother Hector (Taize), 
Julian Mitchell, Richard Hancock, Vally Fernando, Lucinda 
Duffy, the Revd Michael Burns (Chaplain for Young People at 
Christ the Cornerstone), Peter Ball (Diocesan Youth Officer 
and Brother Stephen (Taize). 


A ringing success 


Church leaders have met to dis- 
cuss the future of the Church in 
rural Oxfordshire. Meeting at St 
George’s House, Windsor Cas- 
tle, delegates included the Bish- 
op of Dorchester, the Archdea- 
con of Oxford, the Rural Deans 
and Lay Chairmen of the seven 
rural deaneries of the Dorches- 
ter Episcopal Area, the Revd 
David Winter (Diocesan Evan- 
gelism Officer), the Revd Bar- 
bara Doubtfire (Parish Devel- 
opment Officer for the Oxford 
Archdeaconry) the Revd Bryan 
Pettifer (Archdeaconry Training 
Officer) the Revd Glyn Evans 
(Rural Chaplain), the Revd Jeff 
Chard (Industrial Chaplain in 
Banbury) and the Revd Tony 
Moore (Ecumenical Officer for 
Oxfordshire). 

The Dorchester Episcopal Area 
is wide and scattered, and this 
was the first occasion when such 
a representative gathering had 
taken place. It led to be a sense of 
belonging To the area, which 
hadn’t been felt before. 

The aim was to look ahead to 
an appropriate strategy for the 
Church in rural Oxfordshire. It 
was surprising how much agree- 
ment there was that the way for- 
ward in the ‘90s would Be for 
clusters of parishes tp work to- 
gether, and for the laity to be 
involved in pastoral work, the 


leading of worship and outreach. 
Training of clergy and laity to- 
gether would be necessary. 

So that the issues faced at the 
consultation can be shared with 
the parishes in the area, a study 
paper from the Bishop of Dorches- 
ter will be distributed later this 
year. 

John Crowe 
Rural Dean , Aston & Cuddesdon 

Our newest 
missionaries 

Two young couples are being 
commissioned as missionaries 
from this Diocese by the Bishop 
of Oxford in Dorchester Abbey 
on Sunday, March 14 at 3pm. 
They are the Revd James Gar- 
dom and his wife Judith, who are 
off to Zimbabwe with their two 
children, and the Revd Ian Hutch- 
inson and his wife Rafaella who 
are going to Venezuela. 

They are sponsored by the Unit- 
ed Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel and have been pre- 
paring for their work at the USPG 
College of the Ascension in Bir- 
mingham. The DOOR intro- 
duced you to them last year, and 
will be at their commissioning 
and in regular contact after their 
departure. Meanwhile your 
prayers are asked for them all. 


Members of the Oxford Dioce- 
san Guild gave up their free 
time during Christmas to build 
a bell frame for the new ecu- 
menical Church of the Cross 
and Stable in Milton Keynes. 

Unusually for a new building, 
the church was designed with a 
tower, and to celebrate last 
year’s 450th anniversary of the 
Diocese, the Guild decided to 
help provide a ring of bells. A 
redundant set of bells, purchased 
from a Herefordshire church, 
were recast into a lighter ring of 
eight bells. Meanwhile, a farm 
workshop and welding equip- 
ment were made available by 
Bob Datsun of Spelsbury, near 
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, 
and the bell frame was built by 
a group of bellringers with spe- 
cialist engineering skills, helped 
by ringers from all over the 
Diocese. 

The frame was dismantled for 
bellhanger Brian White to in- 
stal the bells. In March, the 
Guild volunteers will erect the 
whole installation in the tower 
ready for a dedication by the 
Bishop of Oxford on Septem- 
ber 5. 

“A very great deal of work has 
been saved by voluntary efforts 


on this project, but naturally it is 
still a considerable undertaking,” 
said Mr Datsun. “Ringers 
throughout the Diocese have been 
most generous, but if anyone else 
would like to contribute, perhaps 
to celebrate the Diocese’s 450th 
anniversary, it isn’t too late.” The 
Guild’s Treasurer can be con- 
tacted on 0734 413097. 


Monitoring 
the BBC 

What will happen to the BBC 
when it has a new Charter? Who 
will fund it? What will the stand- 
ard of programmes be like? To 
whom will it be accountable? 

These were questions raised 
in the recent Green Paper on the 
future of the BBC. The Moth- 
ers’ Union has set up groups 
across the Diocese to discuss the 
implications of the Green Paper, 
and to fill in a questionnaire on 
the effects of broadcasting on 
family life. The answers will 
form part of the MU’s response 
to the Heritage Secretary. 

The MU will also be looking 
closely at the White Paper when 
it is published, and will take any 
action it thinks necessary. 


MOW - What 
happens next? 


The outcome of the General Synod vote on women priests was 
noticed even in China. In Peking last November was John Bennett, 
a nephew of the Revd Joyce Bennett, the first Englishwoman to be 
ordained as an Anglican priest in Hong Kong in 1971 . Watching a TV 


Turmoil in 
the Church 

The identity of the Church of 
England could be fundamental- 
ly changed in a move disguised 
as simple administrative house- 
keeping, says Canon Vincent 
Strudwick, Principal of the Ox- 
ford Ministry Course. 

Referring to the measure be- 
ing debated at the February Gen- 
eral Synod , Canon Strudwick 
said he agreed with the Arch- 
bishop of York, who called pro- 
posals for the appointment of 
Deans and Provosts “disestab- 
lishment by stealth”. The meas- 
ure calls for such appointments 
to be made by the Church and 
not, as is normal now, by the 
Crown. 

“When you start unravelling 
history, you must know what 
you are about,” said Canon 
Strudwick. The Canon is offer- 
ing two courses for those who 
want to know more about the 
origins of the Church of Eng- 
land. Turbulent Priests: Issues 
in Church and State takes place 
on Saturday, May 1, and a ten- 
week course, Turmoil , Change 
and the Birth of the Church of 
England begins on April 15. 
Contact Gill Pratley, Diocesan 
Institute, Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. 


news bulletin in his hotel room, 
John realised that he was look- 
ing at the closing moments of the 
General Synod debate on the or- 
dination of women, though he 
could not understand the Chi- 
nese newsreader. But when the 
camera switched to the scene 
outside Church House, showing 
crowds laughing with relief and 
joy, he knew that the motion 
must have been passed. 

Many stories like this from all 
over the world were told by mem- 
bers of the Movement for the 
Ordination of Women, when they 
gathered for a crowded meeting 
in-Marston, Oxford, on Satur- 
day, February 13. Members re- 
called how people in shops or 
buses, or in the street, had gone 
out of their way to say how 
pleased they were that the Church 
of England had made this deci- 
sion. 

What next? MOW will contin- 
ue to be active until the first 
women are actually ordained, 
and even then there will be more 
work to do to gain acceptance 
for women as bishops, and to 
explore what a whole ministry of 
women and men may mean. 

The day ended with worship in 
St Nicholas’ Church. The Revd 
Stephanie Bullock spoke of her 
vision for a renewed Church of 
England in the future, and prayers 
of thanksgiving were offered that 
we were at last ‘in sight of the 
promised land’. 

Penny Naime 


The best is yet to come 

CARE (Christian Action Research and Education) has a series of 
week-end seminars on retirement. 

Its CARE for the Future programme covers attitude, finance, 
leisure, work, accommodation and health. The weekends are held in 
comfortable hotels and delegates are encouraged to take time to get 
to know one another. The next weekend in the Diocese is at the Forte 
Posthouse, Reading, from March 19-21. Cost is £93 per person 
including meals, accommodation and conference materials. Contact 
CARE, 53 Romney St, London SW1P 3RF. Tel: 071 233 0455. 


MONEY MATTERS? 



If you had invested £41,500 in a 
building society in October 1989 your 
income would have been: 

In 1990 — £5,000 
In 1992 — £4,150 
In 1992 — £3,400 
In 1993*— £2,150 

(♦assuming a 6% Bass Rate in 1993) 

What are the alternatives now? 

Telephone Mark Roach on 
(0608) 644575 



Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 SNA 


uest financial services 
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WIN A £10,000 POLYMINIUM 

CONSERVATORY 

SPOT THE FIVE DIFFERENCES IN THE PICTURES BELOW 




Circle your differences and complete the following tie-break. 

I would like a conservatory because. 


1st PRI 

z 

E: 

£10,000 

Conservatory inc. Excavation and VAT 

Plus Runners up 
prizes of up to jL 

2 

,5i 

^ ’ Off A Polyminium 

U Conservatory 

Name 


Address 

. O 


Tel No(Home) Tel No(Work) 


Send Today To: British Glass (freepost) The Design Centre, North Circular Road, 

Stonebridge Park, London NW10 7TY 

Closing Date MONDAY MARCH 22nd 1993 

Winners will be published within 4 weeks of closing date. - Winners will also be notified by post by British Glass. - There will be no cash equivalent for 
any prizes. - In the event of 2 or more 1st prize winners, the tie-breaker will come into operation. - The tie-breaker will be judged by The Managing 
Director on the most innovative. - The Managing Director's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. -This competition is run by 
British Glass therefore no employees or relatives of employees of British Glass may enter the competition. - Competition Rules available from British 
Glass on request. Prizes will be distributed within 60 days of published Closing date. All entrants may be contacted with a view to purchasing a 

conservatory. 
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Living life with courage 


I often wonder how people 
get through life without 
some kind of religious be- 
lief. If you have a structure of 
conduct, you don’t get quite as 
muddled as you might without it, 
and even when you despair you 
never feel life is entirely without 
purpose. 

Believe me, if you are brought 
up in a Scottish Calvinist back- 
ground you never forget it. If you 
deviate, you don’t feel right. "I 
accept that God exists but I don’t 

Qod 


can’t miss someone who has re- 
jected you. Now, of course, I can 
look back and see the reasons for 
her rejection, and take a much 
softer view. 

At school, I don’t think any of 
us gave much thought to God 
during our assemblies. We did it 
because it was there. Afterwards, 
I went to church in a desultory 
kind of way. But I never devel- 
oped the techniques of coping 
with other people, and at univer- 
sity I had a nervous breakdown 
which was perhaps not surpris- 
ing. Then, when I married, it was 
to an atheist — and I suppose I 
was pretty gutless, and just didn’t 



intfk&fe of... 

Margaret Brown 


expect help — just a code of 
conduct for me to conform to. It 
makes life a lot easier. 

My paternal grandfather was a 
Presbyterian minister, and I spent 
most of our holidays with his 
widow. We just went to church 
every Sunday — no argument, 
no question — because it was 
expected. I didn’t get anything 
out of it at the time, but it was 
implanted into our upbringing. 
Of the six children, five are prac- 
tising Christians, which is a pret- 
ty good ratio. 

I had a very unhappy child- 
hood, but my unhappiness was 
productive. I didn’t articulate that 
I was unhappy, because we 
weren ’t allowed to voice our feel- 
ings that something was wrong. 
We were isolated from one an- 
other, and to a certain extent 
from the rest of our environ- 
ment. My mother died when I 
was 14, and it had a profound 
effect on me. From my point of 
view, terrible though it may 
sound, it was a good thing. You 


bother. My husband was de- 
scended from Irish Catholics. 
They lost their religion, but kept 
their belief in female subordina- 
tion. Now, if I was married to an 
atheist I would just go to church. 

I don’t think I ever entirely lost 
faith. I just didn’t think about it 
any more than you think at any 
particular minute that you are 
wearing blue shoes. It’s just there. 
But you don’t believe in a struc- 
ture without also believing in 
some ultimate reality. I think of 
God as a ruler and a judge, as a 
creator, as an allocator of tasks 
and a giver of rewards. We are 
presented with a universe pro- 
vided by Him, and if we act in 
certain ways we get something 
out of it — though not necessar- 
ily material things. 

I’m very unhappy about not 
seeing my son. You can’t be- 
lieve the difficulty in presenting 
a fagade to the world, but you 
just plod on, and if I didn’t have 
faith I would find that a jolly 
sight harder. There is a point and 
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Margaret Brown was bom in Lancaster, one of six 
children. Her father was a doctor. Her mother died when 
she was 14 



and on the Hungarian revolution — plus numerous 


articles in magazines ranging from the New Statesman to || 
Spare Rib. She was also the subj ect of the Sunday Times 
‘Day in the life of feature, 
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a purpose. I hope that by my 
efforts I may diminish the sum of 
unhappiness in the world, and 
that my sufferings will be put to 
good use. 

For instance, my life has been 
made a lot harder by inequality 


in a society which says if you are 
middle class it’s your duty to 
rule, and if you are a woman it’s 
your duty to serve. I do volun- 
tary public relations work for 
the Business and Professional 
Womens Federation, and I see 


that as an opportunity to secure a 
lot more equality for women in 
the future. 

It may sound unfashionable to 
say I have a sense of mission, but 
I most certainly do. My only 
redemption is to use the total 
collapse of my personal life, and 
my inability to recreate it, in 
order to put my literary talents 
behind any organisation that can 
use it to make life easier for 
people. 

No right to favours 

I’m a kind of optimist. Assum- 
ing I remain in my present phys- 
ical condition, and I retain the 
use of my mental faculties, I 
might do quite a lot. I don’t feel 
I have any right to ask God fa- 
vours. I don’t think I have done 
anything to deserve it, and I don’t 
pray that things will get better — 
only that things won’t get worse. 

Being a Christian keeps down 
the darker side of one’s nature. 
But sometimes at church they 
talk about family life as though 
no other kind of Christianity ex- 
isted. It’s like being on a battle- 
ship, and every single member 
of the crew is expected to partic- 
ipate, but sometimes I feel like 
saying: “Some of us just can’t 
participate in that sense”. 

Annexe to God’s house 

What I really wanted to do 
when I was young was to go to 
Oxford, and be a history lectur- 
er. Well, that hasn’t happened, 
but things have happened to me 
that haven’t happened to other 
people. “In my Father’s house 
there are many mansions”; I feel 
as if lam in a little annexe, but 
my little annexe should be re- 
spected. What I most pray for is 
a forgiving heart. 

My Christianity may not be 
glory, and love and hope, but it’s 
rather like that hymn: “Father 
hear the prayer we offer, not for 
ease that prayer will be, but for 
strength that we may 
ever live our life 
courageously” . 




Churches 

Together 

A major nationwide project for 
Pentecost 1994 called ‘ On Fire’ 
is being planned by The Oasis 
Trust, working on behalf of all 
the Churches. The target is Sat- 
urday, May 21, and the aim is to 
‘spark an explosion of colourful 
carnival events in cities, towns 
and villages everywhere’ to at- 
tract the public and demonstrate 
that the Church is alive and rele- 
vant to today’s world.” 

More people ought to know 
about good local ecumenical 
projects in case they would like 
to copy them says Norman Le 
Fort, Executive Secretary of the 
Oxfordshire Ecumenical Coun- 
cil. That is why the Revd David 
Winter, the Diocesan Officer for 
Evangelism, has agreed to col- 
lect and circulate information 
about ongoing or planned’ 
projects in Oxfordshire on be- 
half of the Council. He would be 
delighted to receive details of: • 

# any ecumenical activity which 
involves church members in the 
community with those who are 
not church members. 

# how ecumenical groups are 
sharing the Good News with then- 
local communities. 

# any specific projects, pro- 
grammes or missions planned 
for 1994 

# the vision that your group has 
for evangelism. 

“By sharing ideas and learning 
experiences in this way, your 
project success could lead to 
many more!” Norman Le Fort 
says. Details should be sent to 
David Winter at The Rectory, 6 
Standlake Road, Ducklington, 
Witney 0X8 7XG. 

We hope to include a regular 
ecumenical column in The 
DOOR. 


Resident Warden 


£ 4,764 - 
£ 6,115 
(inc. accom- 
modation) 
Aston 
Oxon 


Our sheltered housing scheme in Aston, Oxfordshire 
provides 21 flats for elderly people. We are now looking for a 
Residential Warden to provide support to our tenants. The 
post holder will provide cover and an on-call service for 5 
days a week. 

We are looking to recruit somebody who enjoys caring for 
elderly people and who can offer some relevant experience. 
Good communication skills are essential. You will need to 
have an understanding of the problems faced by the elderly 
and be able to motivate residents to participate in a range of 
activities. You will also be expected to promote the 
Association’s Equal Opportunities Policies in all your work. 


In return, we offer a supportive management structure from 
the West Region Office, a pleasant working environment and 
residential accommodation in a 2-bedroom rent free flat 
within the scheme. 


For further information and an application form, 
please contact English Churches Housing Group, 18B Ley 
Court, Barnett Way, Barnwood, Gloucester GL4 7RT. 
Tel: (0452) 372505. 


Closing date: 12th March 1993. 
Interview date: 22nd March 1993. 


English Churches 
Housing Group 
is committed to 
achieving equal 
opportunities 
and welcomes 
applications from . 
all sections of 
the community. 


Ennlshl 


Churches 


Housing 


English Churches Housing Group is a Christian based 
association seeking to house those in greatest need. 


Care 

Comfort 

Convalescence 



LAKESIDE 

at Wktermead 

NURSING HOME 


A PURPOSE BUILT NURSING HOME PROVIDING SHORT AND LONG TERM 
STAYS IN SINGLE & COMPANION ROOMS WITH SATELLITE TV & TELEPHONE, 
ALL EN SUITE WITH CHOICE OF ASSISTED BATH OR 


SHOWER, 24 HOUR QUALIFIED NURSING CARE 

ACCOMODATION FROM £340 PW 



Please telephone for a colour brochure: 

AYLESBURY 0296 393166 

Residents: 0296 393466. Fax: 0296 393566 
BRAMBLING, WATERMEAD, AYLESBURY, HP 19 3WH 
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Looking beyond 1993 




Financial details of the budget 
appear beiow and opposite, and 
for those who have been at the 
many consultations which have 
taken place throughout the last 
12 months, they will be familiar. 
I am concerned here to look for- 
ward over the next five years, 
and to put our financial position 
in the form of a realistic vision. 

We have as a Diocese our ‘Vi- 
sion and Priorities’, and the 
Board of Finance must work as a 
key support to them; but we must 
also set our own priorities, not in 
isolation, but as part of the vision 
and priorities. 

There are some key objectives 
which I see as fundamental in 
our task, if we are to be the wise 
stewards of God’s gifts: 

1. To continue to seek as low a 
year on year increase in the Par- 
ish Share as is practical. 

2. To look for the most accept- 
able and equitable means of ap- 
portioning the Diocesan net costs 
to deaneries and parishes. . 

3. To do everything possible to 
improve the yield of Parish Share. 

4. To encourage officers and 
staff in the search for the most 
cost effective wqys of coping 
with the Diocesan Church House 
workload. 

5. To improve the communica- 
tion of financial matters to all 
parts of the Diocese. 

We do not know what support 
in the way of grants we are likely 
to receive beyond 1996 — but 
let us be realistic and look at the 
need to be self-sufficient in, say, 
five years time. We have to jus- 
tify every item of expenditure 
entrusted to our responsibility, 
and the the Diocese has every 
right to, and does on many occa- 
sions, ask for every penny spent 
to be explained and justified. 

If we look forward to a time 
when we have to support our 


by JohnProdger 
Chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance 


task of bringing the ‘ Good News ’ 
of Jesus Christ entirely from our 
own giving (with the exception 
of glebe, investment and fees 
income) what is our first priori- 
ty? It is surely to our ministry on 
the ground — in the city, town 
and village — in whatever form 
that ministry takes. It will prob- 
ably be a different form of min- 
istry from that of today — one 
that sees growth in lay ministry 
in various forms, and also the 
support (mainly voluntary) for 
the various services that are need- 
ed, whether it be in finance and 


administration, in youth and chil- 
dren’s work, in social responsi- 
bility and so on. I see many signs 
now of this emerging. 

The support of the parish 
priest will be the top priority, 
and elsewhere in this article you 
will see what that costs in practi- 
cal terms. He is subject to many 
more pressures now than in the 
past. Whether in an urban or 
rural situation, the challenges in 
that role are many and diverse. 
This month’s centre spread ‘All 
in a vicar’s day’ clearly shows 
that. 

As I go round the Diocese talk- 
ing, and more importantly lis- 
tening to members of deanery 
synods, PCCs and those one 
meets on so many other occa- 


sions, what do I hear and what 
sort of letters do I receive in my 
diocesan mail? You will be very 
familiar with most of them: 

The increases in the Parish 
Share have put an intolerable 
burden on the parish... too much 
money is expended on non-pa- 
rochial ministry... too much mon- 
ey is spent supporting the wider 
church (eg the General Synod, 
Central Training etc)... These are 
just some of the main cries; and 
as one who spends much time in 
a small rural parish as well as at 
Diocesan Church House in Ox- 
ford, I can understand them.. 

But more recently, I have heard 
a new cry — basically, that par- 
ishes who support in full the cost 
of their priest and have money 
over for mission and other calls, 
are concerned that they are prop- 
ping up those parishes that, are 
not supporting the cost of their 
priest, and in many cases not 
paying their share in full. Of 
course, it is not as simple as that, 
but it is a real concern that will 


become more significant as we 
move towards self-sufficiency, 
and it is partly covered in Don 
Brewin’s article opposite. 

The pastoral organisation is a 
key factor in the support needed 
for the parish priest, but it cannot 
be separated from the financial 
responsibility. During the last 
year 1 have chaired a working 
party which has reviewed the 
way in which we raise our Parish 
Share. A simple way would be 
to say that each parish, benefice 
or team ministry must support, 
as a minimum, the cost of its own 
priest or share of a priest, and 
this is not an unreasonable con- 
cept; but we have other commit- 
ments, and, compared with some 
others, we are a complex Dio- 
cese. 

The new scheme is being test- 
ed in three deaneries, and fol- 
lowing further consultation will 
be presented at the November 
Synod. I have been wonderfully 
encouraged in the last year by 
the percentage figure for the par- 


ish share return increasing from 
96.3 per cent in 1990/91 to 97.2 
per cent in 1991/92; in financial 
terms from £5,454,000 to 
£5,880,000. 1 appreciate that with 
a higher percentage Share this 
year, to increase it further makes 
it more of a challenge — but I am 
convinced that the commitment 
is there. 

The Board of Finance have in 
turn to demonstrate that we are 
taking every possible step to see 
that the resources we have are 
fully productive. We have to 
ensure that in looking forward 
over the next five years every 
person is fully accountable for 
his or her task. This may well 
mean that some harsh decisions 
will have to be taken; measure- 
ment of our productivity can take 
many different forms r but it needs 
to be addressed. 

Last year we presented an ear- 
ly budget in June with two op- 
tions, so that a balanced choice 
could be made by Synod; this 
year we will do the same. In our 
forward plans we can only ad- 
vise in terms of the priorities 
within our vision — what we 
feel makes financial sense. That 
it is our role. I would hope that in 
addition ‘our projections’ as they 
are now termed for the years 
1995/96/97 will take the form of 
a forward financial plan. We must 
do this in the light of that part of 
our ‘Vision Statement’ which 
says: “The Church exists to offer 
worship; to make known by 
deeds as well as by word, the 
love of God and in His Son Jesus 
Christ and through the Holy Spir- 
it, to draw people into a loving 
and ever deepening relationship 
with God and one another “. 

Each time we consider a new 
activity involving expenditure, 
we should ask whether we c$n 
justify it - this will mean often 
stopping something that we are 
doing that is not contributing 
directly to that vision. 

I would wish to see by 1998 
that vision being achieved 
through a committed and ac- 
countable team in every facet of 
our ministry. It will mean much 
soul searching, I am sure. How- 
ever, unless we have that com- 
mitment, we will fail, and none 
of us can afford that — let alone 
the Board of Finance! 


For 1993, the Diocesan Synod approved a budget of 
£10,563,000, with gross expenditure increasing by 3.7 per cent 
over 1992. The most significant factor affecting the 1993 
Budget is the reduction by some £300,000 of the Church 
Commissioners’ grants. As for outgoings, there are no new 
projects or activities other than those which may be funded by 
the Bishop’s Council Special Projects Fund, which remains at 
£10,000 for the year. 

Money raised from the parish share makes up the largest 
part of the Diocese’s income. In fact, this year it accounts for 
over 60 per cent (and is expected to raise some £6,809,000). 
The other 40 per cent (£3,754,000) is made up from the 
Church Commissioners’ grants, glebe income, parochial fees 
and income from investments. 

We know that the Church Commissioners have reduced 
their grants, and will make additional cuts in 1994 and 1995. 
Glebe income is unlikely to grow much in the present econom- 
ic climate, and investment income and interest are similarly 
affected. Inflation at four per cent applies to all our costs in 
one way or another, so it should come as no surprise that the 
increase in the total share is 12.5 per cent. Across the Diocese, 
individual parish contributions can vary from as little as £206 
per annum to well over £56,000. 

Each Diocese has its own way of working out how much a 
parish is asked to contribute. The system in this Diocese takes 
into account the number of worshippers at a church, both 
regular and occasional, and the life-style of the congregation. 
So the system should be fair. After all, if churches did not 
share in contributing to costs, they would have very few paid 
clergy, no training for ordinands and the lay ministry. 

However, many parishes feel they are being asked to pay too 
much. Some find it an incredible struggle to raise enough to 
pay the share, as well as what is needed for renovation and 
running costs; while others are unsure about the way the 
amount is assessed. We hope that the information on these 
four pages will at the very least help churches feel that they 
are sharing the cost of ministry in a responsible way. 


HOLIDAYS • HOLIDAYS • HOLIDAYS 


THE BELL HOTEL 

Bur ford (Under New Management) 

Special rates for midweek 2 day breaks, from £110 for 2 people, 
bed/breakfast and dinner in our candlelit Restaurant. 

Come and join us for 1993. 

Open log fires and friendly atmosphere, to take away the winter chill. 

Telephone: (0993) 822220 



RYDAL HALL 

Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat Centre, 
Rydal Hall, Ambleside, Cumbria LA 22 9LX 
WHY NOT HAVE A WALKING HOLIDAY IN THE LAKES? 
Vacancies throughout the summer for Parish Groups, 
Individuals or Families. 

For brochure and tariff, apply to the Warden. 
Telephone: 05394 32050 


CALLING ALL GATWICK FLYERS 

ARE YOU FLYING FROM GATWICK FOR A HOLIDAY IN '93'? 

If so book up now for your overnight stay. 

We can provide transport to and from the airport all of which is 
included in the cost. 

We can offer private facilities and free car parking 
Our. rates remain the same - no increase 
Please contact :- 

GATWICK GROVE GUEST HOUSE 
Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath 
Crawley, West Sussex 
Tel: 0293 515795 


HOLIDAY 93 

LOW COST AIR 
FARES WORLDWIDE 
CAR HIRE & 
INSURANCE 

RIHIkMIW roll !i:l Til 
uimi ins\mii\nii:\T 


jjowHErs 


TEL: 02.T3 522877 

For Distinctive Worldwide Travel 
Retail Agents for ATOL Holders 


BARGAIN FARES 

• USA from £199 

• CANADA from ££199 

• ALICANTE from £69 
• MALAGA from £79 

• FARO from £89 

• TENERIFE from £99 

• FUNCHAL from £99 

• MALTA from £99 

• Lots more to choose from 
Hundreds of destinations 
at Rock Bottom Prices! 


FLUXTON FARM 



For brochure: 

Ann and Maurice Forth, 
Fluxton Farm, 
Ottery St Mary, 
Devon EX11 1RJ. 

Tel: (040-481) 2818 


Charming 16th Century Farmhouse. 
Set in lovely Otter Valley, four miles 
from beach at Sidmouth. Tvyo acres 
of beautiful gardens with stream 
and trout pond. 

Log fires, beamed candlelit dining 
room, central heating, Teasmade, 
two lounges, one non-smoking. All 
double room en-suite. Licensed. 
Excellent food using local fresh 
produce. Dinner, bed and breakfast 
from Cl 95 pp pw. 

Garden railway and putting green. 


TO ADVERTISE 

Tel: (0865) 880505 



CENTRE FOR CHRIST 


A residential Christian Centre at a 
Manor House set in 3 l /2 acres of 
beautiful Devon countryside, within 
easy reach of many amenities and 
all parts of the county. 

The Centre offers a family 
atmosphere, good food, apd 
facilities for up to 50 guests. 

Groups, families, individuals are all 
welcome, including young children. 

Full details from: 

Rev Howard Castle, Centre for 
Christ, Burst one Manor, Bow, 
Crediton, 

Devon EX17 6LB, 
or telephone Bow (0363) 82261 


COED-Y-GO 
HOLIDAY CENTRE 
Mid Wales Borders 


Now under New 
Management 

Situated amongst rolling hills, the 
centre offers 1 1 two-bedroomed 
cottages and group facilities in a large 
converted barn and seven-bedroomed 
farmhouse. 

Also oh site conference/dining hall, 
games room, shop, children’s play 
area, crazy golf, laundry room and 
relaxing gardens. 
Year-round self-catering holidays 
(optional catering for groups). 

For families or groups of any size up 
to 100. 

For Details SAE: 

Coed-y-go Holiday Centre 
Morda, Oswestry 
Shropshire SY10 9ED 
Or Phone: 

(0691) 656037 


BEDDGELERT FOREST f\k 

Campsite and Camping Ground uX. 
Forest Enterprise, Beddgelert JL | 
Gwynedd LL55 4UU 
Tel: (076 686) 288 

AA UK Camp Site of the Year 1988 


Camping among the trees in a forest/woodland environment. Situated in the heart of 
Snowdonia National Park, 5 miles south-west of Snowdon - climbing, fishing. Easy 
access to North Wales beaches, Caernarfon Castle, Portmcrion Italian-style village, 
Ffestiniog Railway. Facilities include ftudi toilet* , hot and cold water, shower, phone coin 
boxes, shop and cafe, level pitches, electric hook-ups, fire precautions, resident warden. 
Open al year round. Reduced rates fcn Winter. Charges on appbeaton from the Warden. 
No advance booking. 
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The Budget 1993 


Total Expenditure 


Administration & Finance 
£391,000 
General Synod Contribution 
£322,000 

* Supporting services £660,000 


Parish Resources, Diocesan 
Institute, Schools and Ordinands 
£1,247,000 


Clergy Housing 
£1,883,000 
Including Glebe Management 


Stipend costs for Parish Ministry 
£6,060,000 
(Representing 464 
parochial appointments) 


* Supporting Services 
include: 

Ecumenical, Educational, 
Social Responsibility 
appointments and grants; 
DAC; Pastoral 
Committee; Trustees; 
Building Grants; Social 
Work & the Deaf; 
Communications; 
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Total Income 



Funded from Reserves £100,000 
Investment from other Income 
£480,000 

Parochial Fees £387,000 


Church Commissioners' 
contribution £1 ,607,000 


Glebe Income £1,180,000 


Parish Share 
£6,809,000 



Opening up or 
breaking down? 


The parochial system is one of the strengths of 
the Church of England. Wherever a person 
lives, there is someone to whom they can turn 
to for help; they know (and can often see) that 
there is a church they can call ‘theirs’. 

This ideal picture is far from reality. In 
many of our towns and cities the parochial 
system has already disappeared. Churches 
are invisible, literally and metaphorically, 
and most people neither know nor care what 
parish they are in. 

In rural areas the problem is different. ‘Our 
church’ is there, often needing repair; but ‘our 
Vicar’ is not, as he has to share his time with 
other villages. The price of maintaining the 
building, and even the present level of minis- 
try, is already high, and it is getting higher. 

During the next few years, rapidly increas- 
ing costs, and the decline in full-time clergy 
numbers are going to put increasing pressure 
on the parochial system as we know it. 

If parishes practise responsible Christian 
stewardship, we may assume that income will 
increase by seven per cent per annum. On the 
basis of present Diocesan projections, by 1 995 
many parishes will be expected to pay over 70 
per cent of their gross income to the Parish 
Share. For some, the estimate is more than 
100 per cent ! This is obviously going to put an 
unacceptable burden on parish finances. 

Unacceptable pressures 

The numbers of clergy in full-time stipendi- 
ary parochial ministry are decreasing; so dean- 
eries are planning to reduce deployment for 
1995. This will put additional strain on re-’ 
maining clergy. 

Such pressures are already taking their toll 
on parish morale. Many clergy and church 
members are working harder than they should, 
and giving sacrificially, in order to keep things 
going, with little energy and space left for 
prayer or vision-building. They are willing to 
go on, if they feel that what they are doing is 
worthwhile. (The recent ‘difficulties’ experi- 
encedby the Church Commissioners have not 
helped this!) Encouragement comes if peo- 
ple’s work is valued, and this often happens, 
by the Diocese and others. But morale is 


by Don Brewin 


undermined if there is a feeling their hard 
work is subsidising parishes that are not 
pulling their weight; unnecessary expendi- 
ture at the centre; or the sense that difficulties 
are not being taken seriously. 

For some time this Deanery has been en- 
couraging the Diocese to draw up criteria to 
distinguish between those parishes which are 
genuinely unable to meet their Parish share 
obligations (however hard they try) and those 
who are able to pay, but are not willing to 
make the effort. (It is not clear whether any of 
these unwilling parishes exist! I speak as the 
Team Rector of a parish which is going to 
have to struggle to pay the Share this year, let 
alone in 1995. . .) 

Need for realism 

We are glad that discussions on this are now 
taking place. Our view is that drawing up 
guidelines for ongoing viability of parishes 
will bring a much-needed air of realism into 
the situation. They will have to consider the 
special needs of ‘mission areas’ where new 
churches have been set up; of UPA areas, 
where it is vital to maintain a real Christian 
presence; and of rural areas, with the decline 
in public transport. It will also discuss wheth- 
er parishes should be required in certain 
circumstances to ‘open their books’ to sym- 
pathetic outside advice . 

Viewed positively, these problems can be 
transformed into opportunities for the Church 
of England to grasp hold of reality, from 
which we have been cushioned for so long. 
There will be a greater incentive to explore 
imaginative alternative patterns of ministry 
(for example, some form of Local Ordained 
Ministry). 

It is hard to believe that, during a Decade 
when so much effort is being given to out- 
reach, God intends us to decline. But He may 
be encouraging us to direct our resources 
more strategically. 

The Revd Don Brewin is Rural Dean of the 
Aylesbury Deanery 


CHRISTIAN 

SINGLES 



*1993 HOLIDAYS, HOME AND ABROAD * WEEKEND H0USEPARTIES (FOR 

FRIENDSHIP FELLOWSHIP AND FUN) *L0CAL CHRISTIAN SINGLES FELLOWSHIP GROUPS - OVER 150 
NATIONWIDE * SOCIAL ACTIVITIES *NEW FRIENDS ‘REGIONAL RALUES (AND CO-ORDINATED NETWORK OF 
EVENTS) ‘NEW 20’S AND 30’S NATIONAL NETWORK FORMING (ORGANISERS AND SUPPORTERS WEL- 
COMED) ‘INTERNATIONAL PEN FRIENDS ‘ONE PARENT FAMILIES' H0UDAYS AND SUPPORT (IN ASSOCIA- 
TION WITH CLASP, TEL 0277 233848) ‘BARN DANCES - BIBLE STUDIES - BARBECUES - SPIRITUAL 
RETREATS - RAMBLES ‘VISITS TO PLACES OF SPECIAL INTEREST AND OUTSTANDING BEAUTY. 


FRIENDSHIP/MARRIAGE INTRODUCTION SERVICE. Character Friendship Introductions is the oldest and largest 
Christian friendship agency in Britain. All ages welcomed. Less than one third the cost of secular commercial organisa- 
tions. 

CFF Registration for national membership - £2. Free to those on limited income. 

BAWTRY HALL CHRISTIAN CENTRE SPECIAL WEEKENDS (Notts/S. Yorks border). 

★ Christian Single Conference and Celebration event (2-4 April 1993). 

★ Friends of CFF over the past 15 years. Many of them will now be able to meet 
at this event for fellowship, reminiscences and fun together. 

★ Music Makers and Music Lovers weekend (23-25 July 1993). 

★ 20s and 30s August Bank Holiday houseparty (27-30 August 1993). 

★ Northern CFF Get-together (3-5 September 1993). 



ENQUIRY FORM To: The Christian Friendship Fellowship, Dept DS/A127, 

Edenthorpe, Doncaster, DN3 2QD 

Please send full details of the CFF and all of your activities and service for Christian singles and those now on their 
own, with full 1993 single Christians’ holiday and houseparty programme. 

Name ; (Block capitals) 

Address 


(sae please) 


The Christian Friendship Fellowship is a registered charity (no 327940) which is run by Christians for Christians on an 
entirely non-profit making basis. We welcome donations from those who wish to support this ministry of caring and 
sharing. We help overcome loneliness, unfulfilment and isolation by widening friendship circles and the forming of spe- 
cial relationships ‘Friends of the CFF are also welcomed if they wish to have more regular supportive involvement 
(Psalm 68.6, James 1:27). 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU WITH THE CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP FELLOWSHIP 
- THE NATIONWIDE ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN SINGLES. 


v 


Local CFF social and fellowship groups in Oxfordshire and all surrounding counties. 


j 


IF YOU’RE PAYING TAX 
ON YOUR INVESTMENTS, 
YOU NEED A PEP TALK. 


T l he PEP we’re talking about is 
our special Personal Equity Plan. 
The AIMS PEP is an investment 
exempt from tax on income and 
capital gains. 

Investments may be linked to 
either The Amity Fund (our ethical 
unit trust), the Income Builder 


Fund or both. 

But, you must act fast. Your 
allowance for this tax year has to be 
taken up before 26th March. 

Therefore, return the coupon 
immediately for full information, or 
phone PEP Helpline on Gloucester 
(0452)305958.. 


[5 ecclesiastical 

Vs INSURANCE \OU CAN BEUEVE IN 


Allchurches Investment Management Services Ltd., 
FREEPOST (GR1733), Gloucester GL1 1BR. 

Telephone: Gloucester (0452) 305958 

Member of IMRO, LAUTRO, UTA. Relevant Investment Business - Life Assurance and Unit Trust. 


The value of investments and any income from them may fall as well as rise 
and you may not get back the amount you invested. Tax concessions are not 
guaranteed and may be changed at any time. Their value will depend on your 
individual circumstances. 


Please send me your ALMS PEP literature 

Name * 

Address i 


.(Mr/Mrs/Ms/Rev) 




Tel. No. 


.Postcode, 
D.O.B — 


TD3/93 


I 
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HOLIDAY TIME 

To advertise on this regular holiday feature 
covering three counties: 

Telephone: 0865 880505 



PEN-Y-BRYN 
FARM 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Situated amongst the Welsh Hills, just three miles from the market town of 
Abergele, Pen-y-Bryn Cottages provide a natural, unspoilt, countryside base from 
whicn to visit nearby Snowdonia, shop in the Victorian splendour of Llandudno or 
take the sea air at nearby seaside resorts of Rhyl ~ . 

and Colwyn Bay. Contact 

The Cottages built from original stone dating John Prytherch, Pen-y-Bryn 
back to 1 789 form part of a traditional farmyard f arm Holiday Cottages , 
complete with duckpond! Each cottage boasts Roadside Delivery 
one double, one twin and one single bedroom, Betws-yn-Rhos, Abergele, 
separate shower room with toilet, sitting room ciwvd LL22 8YL 
with colour TV, kitchen and dining room — all r _ „ 1P w 

centrally heated. Tel: 0745 S25306 


‘So much more than a holiday.,..’ 


This year we offer our widest ever range of Bible 
Land Tours — exciting and distinctive tours 
carefully designed to suit all ages, interests and budgets, 4 

ISRAEL from £299 

X Day Tours from £299. Optional extra week from £89 

CHURCH PARTIES 

Generous concessions. Tours tailor-made to suit. 

Self catering Holidays. Desert Tours. Ornithological Tours 
Israel &. Egypt. Extend your stay and visit Cairo and the Pyramids. 
Jordan. 11 Day Jordan & Israel Tour. Visiting Amman, Jerash, 
Petra. Galilee, Jerusalem etc 

Egypt. 8 Day Tour. Visiting Cairo, Memphis. Aswan. Luxor, etc. 
Turkey. Seven Churches of Asia Minor 

For full details send for our New Brochure: 

F. T. TOURS Ltd 

FREEPOST BS6263, Chard, 

Somerset, TA20 2PN 
or Telephone: 0460 20540 


Fellowship Tours 



Easter Tours 
Bible Study Tours 


ALL TOURS INCLUDE: 
Christian Leadership. 
Comfortable Coaches 
Superior Hotels 
Expert Guides. 


“‘EtonD omey 

■ ■ ■ - ■ 1 , ■ centre^ 



Accommodation for 
Groups up to 25 
in a friendly, rural 
vicarage close to 
the River Thames 
near Windsor 


Conf«r*nc« facilities O Indoor 
games - table tennis/snooker e 
TV and Video O Outdoor games 
area - Football/Volleyball e 
Playground • 

Slide/swings/climbing frame O 
Rowing boats on River Thames 


m2 



, Write to: Colin Morton 
The Eton Dorney Centre 
The Vicarage, Dorney, 
Windsor, Berks, SL4 6QS 
for our latest brochure. 
Tel no: (0628) 662823 



Christian Endeavour 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful'areas of Britain: 

■ CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 

■ ISLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK ■ 

■ MANY 'SPECIAL INTEREST' WEEKS ■ 

the Centres are ideal for: 

Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holiday /Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcombe Brook, Bury BLO 9RJ 

77 0204 882802 

SPECIAL OFFER FOUR DAY HOLIDAY from only £75 




FOR ... 


.CHRISTIAN. 



Mon 

Tues 

Wed 

l 

2 

3 

8 

9 

10 

15 

16 

17 

22 

23 

24 


..HOLY... 


..DAYS 


Request your full-colour brochure now! 

( 0604 ) 32792 




( \ 
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Paying your way 


v y 

C hipping Norton is a 
small Cotswold market 
town with a population 
of about 5,000, mid- way between 
Oxford and Stratford. It is not a 
wealthy town; most of its inhab- 
itants work locally, while others 
commute to Oxford or Stratford 
or even Birmingham. 

The parish church of St Mary 
the Virgin is large, and can seat 
more than 600 people. Like so 
many mediaeval churches, much 
needs to be spent on its upkeep 
(heating costs alone come to 
about £1,700 a year). Renova- 
tions always figure highly with a 
building as old as this, and over 
the past four years the congrega- 
tion has raised more than 
£150,000 to pay for repairs to the 
roof. The congregation also pays 
more than £21,000 towards the 
parish share; and in 1992, gifts 
and donations made by the 
church came to £6,600. 

A fairly recent development 
has been the appointment of a 
curate, and the purchase (with 
the help of the Diocese) of the 
curate’s house. Add to that other 
working expenses, and it is obvi- 
ous there has been some strain 
on the church’s finances during 
1992. 

Personal giving by members 
of the church is at a reasonable 
level, but not as high as that from 
some ‘charismatic’ congrega- 
tions (St Mary’s is a traditional 


church). The Electoral Roll 
amounts to 202, and St Mary’s is 
therefore regarded as a typical 
Anglican church with typical 
problems. 

In an effort to address these 
problems, a small group of con- 
cerned individuals and families 
prayed for the Lord to provide 
guidance and fresh ideas. They 
learned that, as is so often the 
case, they had to play a part in 
answering their own prayers! 

A Stewardship Officer was ap- 
pointed with the brief of encour- 
aging regular giving, especially 
under covenants. St Mary’s can 
now count on an annual income 
of £32,000, with a tax refund 
each year of £6,000. Every two 
years the church has a campaign 
to review its level of giving. 

St Mary’s feels that it is essen- 
tial to tithe its general income, so 
10 per cent goes to missions and 


charities. Sometimes it is a strug- 
gle, but amidst the work on the 
fabric, this policy underlines the 
fact that the church is not just 
about buildings, but that people, 
love and caring are all high on 
the agenda. 

The ceaseless renovation pro- 
gramme is a drain on the financ- 
es and the energies of the church. 
To help reduce this, it is treated 
as a separate entity and the one 
large problem is broken down 
into more acceptable smaller 
ones — such as the floor, or the 
roof. Local fund-raising for the 
roof was unrealistic because of 
the level of finance required. A 
campaign was launched (steered 
by a handful of people with the 
appropriate skills) to raise pub- 
lic awareness, and approaches 
were mace to various national 
charities. This, together with giv- 
ing from within the congrega- 


tion, proved successful, and the 
necessary amount was raised. 

1993 will be particularly hard 
financially, especially with the 
purchase of the curate’s house 
and a heavy Parish Share. Around 
£40,000 needs to be spent on 
essential floor repairs, apart from 
other works which need to be 
undertaken. Until the tax refund 
is received in May, funds are 
exhausted and the Parish Share 
contribution is still to be found. 

St Mary ’ s struggles, but its con- 
gregation takes heart and remem- 
bers how the Lord blessed us 
with provision for the roof project 
because they trusted and obeyed 
Him. He rewarded the step of 
faith. 

Mark Roach 

Mark Roach is the Treasurer at 
St Mary's Church, Chipping 
Norton and a partner in a firm of 
independent financial advisers . 


HOLIDAYS • HOLIDAYS • HOLIDAYS 


GEOROE HOTEL 

88 Osbourne Road, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Lovely family run town house 
+ B&B/Evening meals 
Double room from £30 
+ Single room from £22 
+* Private shower facility, tea/coffee maker 
telephone, colour TV 

Telephone : George Radar on 091 281 4442 


ISRAEL 

IN THE STEPS OF CHRIST 


An 8 day Holyland 
with departures every mont 
from £399 


FOR 
COPIES 
OF OUR 

1993 

PROGRAMME 
DETAILS 
TELEPHONE 
PAX TRAVEL 



PAX 

TRAVEL 
106 SEYMOUR 
PLACE 
LONDON 
W1H5DG 

S' 

0717248206 
ABTA 85988 


HOLYLAND HIGHLIGHTS 


A six day tour and unbeatable value 
from £295-£399 

SHRINES OF EUROPE 
Rome, Assisi, Bruges, Lourdes & 
Santiago de Compostela 



This friendly and comfortable hotel is situated within 
easy walking distance of many of the city"s finest 
theatres and galleries, including Edinburgh's acclaimed 
Filmhouse, the Usher Hall and hi-tech new home of 
the Traverse Theatre 

All 45 bedrooms offer en-suite facilities and the hotel 
has received many accolades for its food. 

Herald House Hotel 

Grove Street, 
Edinburgh BH3 8AP 


Tel. 031 228 2323 
Fax: 031 228 3101 
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★ Three very different parishes in Oxfordshire tell their story 


Times of recession 


T he Parish of Banbury, 
with a population of 
40,229, has an electoral 
roll of 397. Within the Parish 
there are five district churches, 
six centres of worship and seven 
stipendiary clergy, of whom two 
are Deacons directed here for 
training. In addition we have two 
NSMs and a Reader. 

For the past three years we have 
not been able to pay our Share in 
full. Not because we do not want 
to, but because we do not have the 
money. In the last ten years the 
share has risen from £14,828 to 
£38,900, a 162 per cent rise, and 
next year it is to be £43,520. 
During that same period the giv- 
ing has risen by 1 10 per cent from 
£23,654 to £49,800. We last had 
a major stewardship drive in 1 989/ 
90, directed by the Diocesan 
Stewardship Advisor, which re- 
sulted in a 30 per cent increase in 
pledged giving. 

The town of Banbury was orig- 
inally a market town, and is now 
well advanced in the process of 
becoming an industrial town. In 
the present recession the hoped- 
for development arising from the 
proximity of the M40 has not 
arrived, and there are a number of 
commercial premises in the town 
to let. Unemployment stands at 
nine per cent of the total work- 
force. A significant proportion of 
those who would be categorised 
in social groups one and two live 
outside the town in the very at- 
tractive surrounding villages, and 
this affects the character of the 
town and the resources on which 
it can draw. Inevitably, the church 
buildings could be better placed 
geographically to serve the cause 
of mission and the needs of the 
community as it exists now. 

Our main expenses are build- 
ings and personnel. We recog- 
nise that the Diocese pays clergy 
stipends and housing expenses, 


and that we have a responsibility 
to meet some of that expense 
through the share. In the last 
three years an area of new hous- 
ing in the parish has become a 
Local Ecumenical Project, and 
we have borne some of the fi- 
nancial responsibility for that de- 
velopment. 

It will take some time for this 
district to become financially self 
sufficient. The major problem 
for us lies in maintaining a large 
Georgian town centre church, 
which is used to near its capacity 
no more than six times a year. 

It is no longer in a centre of 
population. It is a grade one list- 
ed building, so we are very lim- 
ited in what we can do to make it 
more useful for purposes other 
than worship. The insurance 
costs are five times those of any 
other church in the parish, and 
the cost of maintenance greatly 
beyond our means. It has been 
described as a black hole where 
money is concerned. Without the 
demands of such a building we 


would be much closer to financial 
viability. 

In ministry we work on a tight 
budget, which affects the amount 
of work that we undertake where 
training materials are needed. We 
do feel considerable constraint. 
We are looking at our structures 
to see whether we can reorganise 
plant and working relationships 
to be more economic. We hope to 
share the town centre church with 
the United Reformed Church con- 
gregation. We may well have to 
reconsider the deployment of staff 
for the future. 

At the moment the gap between 
the increasing demands of Share, 
reflecting the need to be more 
• self-sufficient financially, and the 
resources we have at our disposal, 
is widening irrevocably. Perhaps 
the Church of England in Ban- 
bury can no longer keep its high 
profile central site, but if we aban- 
don it what does that say to the 
people and the town? 

Revd David Ineson 
David Ineson is the Team Rector 




Small but determined 


M arsh Gibbon is one of seven rural parish- 
es in the Swan Team Ministry. It has a 
population of 800, and the electoral roll 
at the 13th Century church of St Mary’s stands at 
63, which represents the average attendance at the 
monthly 10am Family Communion. It is one of 
our priorities to build up our work with children, 
especially the older teenagers, and we are explor- 
ing ways of improving the church building. 

In 1990 the bell tower was converted to house a 
new bell-ringing floor, a kitchen and toilet. This 
work cost £15,000. We would also like to instal a 
new heating system, and perhaps a sound system. 
It is hoped that all these improvements will enable 
the church building to be better utilised, making 
worship and fellowship more available to both 
young and old, and for the church to become an 
increasingly important centre of community life. 

In 1992, our main expenses were £2,552 loan 
repayments for the bell tower conversion, £1,792 
insurance, and £1,554 clergy expenses (mostly 
petrol and telephone). However, the largest ex- 
penditure was the Parish Share of £7,682. Our 
determination to meet this and other commit- 
ments resulted in an overall expenditure of £ 1 5 ,703, 
against an income of £14,132, leaving a deficit of 
£1,571. 

In anticipation of an increase in the Parish Share 
and the maintenance costs, in 1993 our income 
must go up by 21 per cent, otherwise we will have 
to raise an extra £6,500. Some fund-raising is fun 


and allows others to be involved, but too much can 
hamper our work and ministry. We have therefore 
planned a series of events for the coming year, and 
also invited the Diocesan Stewardship Advisor to 
meet with the PCC to help.us consider our regular 
personal giving. 

The tithe of Parish Share seems appropriate. It is 
our share of the Diocesan budget to which we 
contribute and benefit from. The total Parish Share 
of the Swan Team Ministry of £17,694 does not go 
anywhere near the cost of supporting the two 
clergy. They must be paid, and we therefore see 
the Parish Share as a first responsibility and obli- 
gation. 

We suspect there is room to criticise the Church 
Commissioners regarding the recent loss in in- 
vestments, to query various expenditures by the 
Diocese, and to improve greatly the method of 
Parish Share assessment. But in the meantime, as 
a parish, we can try to ensure the Parish Share is 
paid each year. 

Revd David Hiscock 
David Hiscock is Team Vicar of Marsh Gibbon 
and the Swan Team Ministry. 



WE ALWAYS NEED FOSTER CARERS 

National Foster care week 21 to 28 March 1993 


The teams of social work- 
ers in Oxfordshire County 
Council’s Social Services 
Department who deal with 
fostering and adoption are 
called Family Placement 
Workers for the very sim- 
ple reason that we place 
children in substitute fam- 
ilies. 


Every day, our work involves 
placing a child with foster carers. 
This may be on a short term emer- 
gency basis; for relief care to give 
parents and child a break from each 
other if they are living in troubled 
circumstances, or as a planned per- 
manent placement because a deci- 
sion has been made that a child can 
no longer live with his or her natur- 
al family. In addition, we are able to 
provide respite care for families 
who have disabled children. To 


enable us to carry out our work effi- 
ciently and to serve the best needs 
of children, we ALWAYS need to 
recruit new foster carers for all cat- 
egories of care and for children of 
all ages. 

For example, a typical Wednes- 
day for the team may start with a 
duty call from a Child Protection 
Social Worker asking for a foster 
home for a six year old boy, whilst 
they make investigations. He needs 
to continue going to his own school 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 

We would be keen to hear from people 
who are interested in: 

ADOPTION — Families who would like to adopt children over 5 years 
, old, sibling groups or children with special needs 

OR 

FOSTERING — Families who would like to offer guidance and support to 
adolescents or to care for younger children and work 
with their families to help them return home. 

All kinds of people can foster or adopt — why not ring us to find out more 
— Contact the Family Placement Team on 0494 671643 or write to us at 
Beacorisfield Social Services, 4 Burkes Road, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 
1PB. 
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and to see his mum. Later in the 
morning the Family Placement Co- 
ordinator may pop up from an 
Admissions Panel meeting to ask 
the team to find a family who are 
free to take a 13 year old girl who is 
distressed by her parent’s rejection 
and who is refusing to return home. 
A social worker will be allocated to 
look at both sides of the situation 
and to help the two sides of the fam- 
ily to communicate. The foster 
home is required as a breathing 


space and we would be wanting the 
foster carers to work with her to 
help her gain a different perspective 
of family life. 

Later in the day, another family 
placement worker will attend a 
Planning Meeting to make arrange- 
ments for a brother and sister aged 
three and four to be introduced to a 
new family. 

If these sound like tall orders you 
may feel that you can help by offer- 
ing a child a caring family life expe- 


rience. If so, you may be just whc 
we are looking for, so please con- 
tact us immediately. 

Charlotte Greenwood - Oxforc 
City (0865) 815296 
Mary Elford - Witney (0993] 
704517 

Gwen Grossman - Abingdor 
(0235) 554425 

Chris Reeves - Wheatley (08677 
3651 

Steve Solomon - Banbury (0295 
252421 




CARING COUNTYWIDE 



Oxford city family placement team hold regular monthly information meetings on the first 
Thursday of every month at Maltfield House Children’s home, from 10.00am - 12 noon. Ring 
(0865) 815296 for details and map 

In addition, we have a meeting at County Hall at 7.00pm on Wednesday 24th March 1993 
A service from Oxfordshire County Council’s Social Services Department 


TWO CHILDREN WHO WOULD LIKE TO FIND FAMILIES:- 



Emma (12) 
would like to 
live with a black 
family 



Graeme (8) would 
like a family who 
live in the country 
preferably near 
Great Rollright 


V 


If you would like further details about these or other children - come along to 

one of our meetings 


j 
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From The 
Bishop 
of Oxford 


I once stood on a station plat- 
form chatting to Father Chris- 
topher Bryant, a monk of 
SSJE — a spiritual man who 
had, of course, taken vows of 
poverty, chastity and obedi- 
ence. 1 am not quite sure how 
we got on to the subject, but 
he suddenly remarked: 
“There are few things in life 
more important than money”. 

I agree — because it is mon- 
ey that gets things done. It is 
money that will improve the 
terrible housing for black 
Africans in South Africa, 
money that will give them 
better health and education. 
It is also money that pays the 
salaries of the clergy, and 
keeps the Church going. 

The Church is often accused 
of always talking about mon- 
ey. Is this really true? How 
many really challenging ser- 
mons have you heard, or giv- 
en, Qn the subject of Chris- 
tian giving? Giving of mon- 
ey is one essential sign of our 
Christian commitment. Sad- 
ly, the last part of us to be 
converted is often our cheque 
book. 

There are two approaches 
to Christian giving. One says 
quite bluntly and realistically 
that if we want a professional 
clergy we will have to pay for 
them, and that means giving 
the money to pay for them. 
The other approach says that 
money is not neutral. We have 
to break its power over us. 
We do this by letting Christ 
take hold, and He takes hold 
as we take decisive steps to 
give generously of ourselves 
and what we have. 

The more freely we are able 
to give, the more we are able 
to enter into the freedom of 
Christ. Sometimes, the poor- 
er the person is, the more they 
know this truth. Sadly, some- 
times, the more we have, the 
more we cling and clutch. 
But this is what we should 
expect, for Jesus taught us 
that there is a struggle be- 
tween Mammon and God in 
each one of us. 

If we can no longer find the 
money to pay for a profes- 
sional clergy, that will be sad. 
Yet it will be even sadder if 
we cannot break the grip of 
Mammon. 


Grasping the inter-faith nettle 



Members of AJI Saints 9 Church, Dedworth visited the 
Hindu Temple in Chalvey, Slough last October during 
One World Week. (Left) Churchwarden, Mr Trevor 
Morgan and the Vicar, the Revd Peter Atkinson in 
discussion with Dr Y. Mitra, the Hindu priest. 


by Anna Thomas- Betts 


Those of us who have lived in well- 
established multi-faith environments 
have to suppress a wry smile when we 
see the current agonising in Western 
Churches about interfaith issues. The 
Church of England’s struggle on this 
was highlighted last year in the 
General Synod’s debate on multi - 
faith worship, and in the ‘open letter’ 
on the subject signed by hundreds of 
clergy. I offer some reflections on 
living with other faiths based on my 
formative years in Kerala, in South 
West India. 

Kerala, with roughly equal populations 
of Hindus, Christians and Muslims, has a 
special place in interfaith discussions. The 
Syrian Christian community there pre- 
dates European missionaries, and accord- 
ing to tradition was founded by St Tho- 
mas. Islam also got there along the same 
spice trade routes across the Arabian Sea, 
rather than via Persia and the North. 

Consequently, no community is a ‘new- 
comer’ nor in a minority any longer, and 
parity of socio-economic structures be- 
tween the communities has developed over 
the centuries. Historically, the area has 
been relatively peaceful, with only rare, 
minor and brief episodes of inter-commu- 
nal strife. The communities have tended to 
act as closed units, however, with hardly 
any intermarriages or conversions. 

The common humanity 

In purely numerical terms, the multi - 
faith situation in this country is not that 
dissimilar if we count only practising 
Christians, but significantly the social, 
economic and cultural standing of the 
different faiths are quite different in the 
two situations. Despite that, it is interesting 
to consider two aspects of behavioural 
ethics which develop in communities like 
Kerala, where no faith feels seriously 
threatened.First, we had to acknowledge 
not only each others’ right to exist but also, 
more importantly, the integrity of the other 


faiths. So we accepted that our 
neighbours would continue to 
be Hindus or Muslims, in much 
the the same way as Christians 
in this country accept their 
agnostic or non-religious 
neighbours. Indeed, few of us 
doubted that had we been 
brought up in another faith, then 
we would most probably have 
remained within it. , 

Of course, the fact that all our 
neighbours are not clamouring 
to share our faith could well be 
a reflection of our own short- 
comings in living out the Gos- 
pel. I could certainly cite many 
examples of Hindus far out- 
shining many of us Christians 
in absolute honesty, integrity, 
devotion to duty, and so forth. 

Why God in His wisdom has 
granted us the gift of faith in 
such diverse ways is a question 
I cannot answer. I am convinced, 
however, that our faith is a gift 
from God, and that compels me 
to accept that other people of 
integrity have to live by then- 
convictions as I do by mine. 

Self-confidence 

If acceptance of each other is 
the first characteristic one ac- 
quires in a plural society, the 
second is confidence in one’ s 
own religion: that is, feeling 
comfortable with it and not hav- 
ing to be apologetic about it. It 
is because of this confidence 
that we did not feel threatened 
when occasionally we prayed together — 
for example at times of national impor- 
tance, such as the Indian Independence 
Day. It was simply the natural thing to do. 

In my experience, these were mostly 
arranged by Christians, much the same as 
here, and included selections of readings 
from other religions or none. There was no 
marginalisation of Jesus involved in this, 
simply, making other people welcome 


and comfortable; nobody was ever in any 
doubt about the centrality of Jesus to 
Christians. > 

Culture and multi -faith 
worship 

It is a recognition of the fact that there 
are occasions when the community pray- 
ing together becomes natural and appro- 
priate which led to the Board of Mis- 
sion’s report , ‘Multi-faith Worship?.’ I 
personally welcome it, because it ac- 
knowledges the need to address the issue, 
but also because it is cautious, advocat- 
ing multi-faith worship only for special 
occasions. (Anything more is impracti- 
cal anyway, as most of us have difficulty 
even with interdenominational worship!) 

Nevertheless, people do feel uncom- 
fortable about multi-faith worship, and it 
is appropriate to consider why. Lack of 
confidence certainly plays a part in this, 
especially as church-goers dwindle in 
number. But is not the major threat to 
Christianity in Europe the rise of secular- 
ism and materialism, rather than other 


religions? Again, people inev- 
itably associate multi-faith 
worship with minority cultures: 
questions of racism have al- 
ready bfceri raised in the na- 
tional debate. So it is important 
to recognise the part culture 
plays in how we interpret mat- 
ters ‘non-Christian’ — both in 
the use of church buildings and 
inclusiveness in worship; and 
question how far it is influ- 
enced by a fear of the unfamil- 
iar. 

Consider, for instance, serv- 
ices held for mainly secular 
organisations, such as our Re- 
membrance Day: surely it is 
the shared and national social 
experiences, and nothing spe- 
cifically Christian, that are cel- 
ebrated there? Nobody appar- 
ently objects to works by sec- 
ular English writers being in- 
cluded in that worship. Why? 

Again, consider why people 
are happy to sell off a disused 
church for use as a bingo hall, 
but not as a mosque? Is gam- 
bling a worthier use of it than 
the worship of Allah? 

Jesus and inter-faith 
matters 

Some of the theological im- 
plications of multi-faith work 
are discussed in Multi- faith 
Worship ? ’I conclude by recall- 
ing Our Lord’ s only recorded 
inter-faith dialogue - with the 
Samaritan woman- “the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such to wor- 
ship him”. Jesus also says that they that 
worship Him must do so in spirit and in 
truth . Surely when standing alongside 
people of other faiths, that is what we 
ought to require of ourselves and them? 
Anna Thomas-Betts is a member of General 
Synod and the Council for Christian Unity 


The Race Group of this Diocese is 
interested in promoting discussions 
on inter-faith matters at deanery 
and parish levels, and would be 
happy to participate in the organi- 
sation of meetings and talks. The 
Group has also produced a short 
statement about some of the issues 
involved. Details from Hugh Boul- 
ter, 47 High Street, Theale, Read- 
ing RG 7 5 AH. (Telephone : 0754 
303182). 

• What do you think about inter- 
faith worship? W rite to The DOOR 
with your, views. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


A prayer for Lent 

Gracious Father, at this time of Lent we humbly acknowledge our own sinfulness 
and waywardness. We praise you that you freely forgive anyone who turns to you in 
repentance and faith. 

Give each of us, we pray, such a fresh realisation of the wonder of the Gospel 
message that we may be constrained to share it gladly and graciously with others. 

So may this Decade of Evangelism be for your Church a fruitful time of sharing our 
faith in the power of the Holy Spirit. Grant that many people may enter into fullness 
of life in your Son, Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 

From the Church of Ireland for a Selection of Prayers for the Decade of Evange- 
lism, Number 7, published by the Anglican Communion. 


MUSIC at OXFORD Highlights 


Friday 5 March Sheldonlan Theatre 8.00pm 

SCHUBERT “DEATH & THE MAIDEN” QUARTET 

BEETHOVEN Quartet in F minor 0p9S 
JANACEK Quartet Na I 
played by the Janacek Quartet 

Saturday 20 March Sheldonlan Theatre 8.00pm 

BACH: 

B MINOR MASS 

Magnificat Choir Phlip Cave director 
Saturday 20 March Sheldonlan Theatre 8.00pm 

BEETHOVEN: EMPEROR PIANO CONCERTO 
and PIANO CONCERTO N0.3 

Regent Sinfonia of London George Vass conductor Marino Tuimo piano 
Thursday 25 March Sheldonlan Theatre 6.30pm 

HANDEL: MESSIAH 

Choir of New College, Oxford Edward Higginbottom director 
Gllian Fisher soprano James Bowman alto 
Paul Agnew tenor Henry Herford bass 
In support of the Thomas Comm foundation ond The Malcolm Sargent Cancer fund for Children 


tickets: 0865 864466 



‘Reaching the ‘Worid ‘Preaching the ‘Word 

A ONE-DAY SEMINAR 

‘PREACHING TODAY’ 

With Dr Stephen Olford 

on 

Saturday 15th May 1993 
at Baptist House, Didcot, Oxon 

•Dr Stephen Olford, the well-known conference speaker and authority on 
the dynamics of expository preaching, will be leading a one-day seminar 
for ministers and others engaged in the ministry of preaching and 
teaching the Gospel. 

Cost: £25 (Including lunch) 

Send for full details to the address below. 

Now Available 

VIDEOS 

By Dr Stephen Olford 

Seven tapes each containing two messages. 

Price Cl 5 each tape (£14 if ordering more than one) 

List available from: 

The Administrative Secretary, Encounter Ministries 
Trust, 1 Alison Close, Burghfield Common, 

Reading, Berks RG7 3QP . 



OLD BRIDWELL 



Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in the heart of the Devonshire countryside, 
individually styled and colour co-ordinated. These cottages, forming a courtyard round the 
old pumphouse. Other elegant and spacious accommodation - set in the beautiful 
grounds of one of the largest privately owned country estates in the West Country. Guests 
have full use of the owners private club. Widworth Court Sports and Leisure Club facilities 
including tennis court, squash court, heated outdoor swimming pool, pool-side restaurant, 
indoor leisure spa complex, comprising of swimming pool, jacuzzi, saunas, steam room, 
solarium and bars. Children and pets welcome. Enjoy the Difference. 
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Women Priests - after the vote 



I know I have a simplistic 
view of religion, but I cannot 
understand those who pray 
for God to guide the Church 
of England (about the vote 
on the ordination of women) 
and then desert the Church 
when it makes a decision of 
which they do not approve . 
Either they are telling God 
He has got it wrong, or they 
are denying that He is guid- 
ing His church. 

Brian Foster, Oxford 

The above letter appeared 
in February’s DOOR. The 
response has been heavy 
and we print extracts from 
the many letters recieved. 

Editor 

Forward in 
Faith 

I write in response to Brian Fos- 
ter’s observation concerning the 
role of prayer, and subsequent 
reaction to the result of last No- 
vember’s General Synod vote 
on the ordination of women to 
the priesthood. 

I suggest that many Anglicans, 
including those who remain ag- 
nostic on the matter, would not 
have approached prayer in the 
manner suggested by Mr Foster. 
Such a manner might suggest 
that we were seeking a quasi- 
magical response from the Al- 
mighty. 

Rather, our prayer was that the 
orthodox faith, unity and prac- 
tice of the Church of England 
might be maintained. Clearly, 
that prayer has not been answered 
in the way we hoped. 

As a result, thousands of An- 
glicans now feel that in some 
deep way, the Church of Eng- 
land has deserted them. It is the 
task of those who feel so or- 
phaned, prayerfully and thought- 
fully to seek ways in which to 
pursue their Christian vocation 
in faithfulness to orthodox belief 
and practice as previously up- 
held by the Church of England. 

From those who cannot agree 
with our viewpoint, we ask for 
genuine charity and understand- 
ing as we venture Forward in 
Faith, seeking answers to the di- 
lemma of conscience with which 
we are presented. We would hope 


that such charity and understand- 
ing would prevent others from 
questioning our belief in Our 
Lord or in the power of prayer. 

Fr Keith Hay don 
Team Rector, Cowley Team 
Ministry 

Gain to the 
Church 

Since the General Synod vote on 
the ordination of women to the 
priesthood, its supporters appear 
to me to have fallen over them- 
selves to commiserate with, and 
to console, the opponents. 

The resulting situation is that 
the clergy and eminent laymen 
who have announced their inten- 
tion of leaving the Anglican 
Church have been offered virtu- 
ally a crown of martyrdom. At 
the same time, many of the vote ’s 
supporters have become apolo- 
getic, as if half-ashamed of the 
principle for which they voted. 

The ‘leavers’ have not been 
slow to seize the moral high 
ground with phrases like “ago- 
nising with their consciences”, 
and “forced to leave”. 

No one is forced to leave. All 
have choice. If their choice is to 
go, then let them go. Their’s will 
be the loss, not the Church’s. 
Instead of harping continually 
upon the loss of the ministry of 
the male ‘antis’, let us concen- 
trate more openly upon the gain 
to the Church from the many 
women who are ready and qual- 
ified, and whose right to full 
participation has been frustrated 
and denied for so long. 

Dorothy Smith 
Maidenhead 

The 'Losing 
Side' 

Surely Brian Foster must know 
that those who were fighting for 
women priests had already de- 
clared that if the vote should go 
against them, in their case they 
would go on fighting until they 
won. So they certainly would 
not have accepted the result as 
being God’s will, had it gone 
against them. On behalf of all on 
the ‘losing side’ I should like to 
make the following points: 

1. They cannot accept, because 
they believe that the Anglican 
Church had not the right to make 


a unilateral decision if it believes 
itself to be (and many of us do 
believe this) part of the One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

2. Synodic vote is not truly repre- 
sentative. 

3. ‘Forward in Faith’ (the ‘losing 
side’) already has in excess of 
20,000 names on its books, and I 
understand that the numbers are 
increasing. 

Nancy Vincent 
Reading 

Guidance 
from God 

As a Roman Catholic, it is not my 
place to criticise the Church of 
England for deciding to ordain 
women, but perhaps Brian Fos- 
ter should consider another rea- 
son why some would want to 
desert the Church after the recent 
vote: that they believe that the 
Church did not follow God’s 
guidance, and that, should such 
ordinations actually take place, 
they won’t have a Church to be- 
long to. 

TS. Charles 
Bicester. 

A Divided 
Church 

How can the Church of England 
endeavour to evangelise our na- 
tion, when it is so rent and divid- 
ed by internal disputes? I refer, of 
course, to the controversy sparked 
by the decision by the General 
Synod to approve the ordination 
of women to the priesthood. 

To a casual bystander it must 
seem ironic, if not a little sad, that 
just at the moment when our 
Church has plucked up the cour- 
age to embark upon this decade 
of evangelism, it is plunged into 
introspection by this controver- 
sy. Does this mean that the Dec- 
ade of Evangelism, and all the 
hopes and expectations that go 
with it, is in danger of being 


swallowed up by the confusion 
and tumult now felt in many 
parts of the Church of England? 

There can be, of course, no 
easy answers to the great dilem- 
mas facing us at the moment. 
But St Paul wrote: “It is when I 
am weak that I am strong” (2 
Cor 12:10). Paul was trying to 
explain to a divided and con- 
fused Corinthian church how his 
apparent weakness actually re- 
veals the power given to him for 
his apostolic ministry. The life 
lived by Our Lord eventually 
led him to Calvary, but the ap- 
parent weakness of the crucifix- 
ion ultimately led to victory on 
Easter Day. In the same way, 
Paul hopes that by our sharing in 
suffering with Christ we will 
come to share in the final victory 
with Christ. Or, to put it another 
way, strength is often found in 
weakness. 

We need not be afraid, there- 
fore, of what appear to be weak- 
nesses or divisions in our Church 
(as the secular world so often 
is). Equally, the Church of Eng- 
land should not seek to hide or 
deny the depth of feeling and 
hurt felt by many over the ordi- 
nation of women to the priest- 
hood. For the apparent weak- 
ness and division of our Church 
is a sign that God is working 
amongst us, challenging us to 
reveal Him anew to His world. 

Simon Justice 
Tilehurst 

Deserted 

1. There is no question of ‘de- 
serting’ the Church for many, 
like myself, because thousands 
of us feel the Church has desert- 
ed us. 

2. Yes we prayed for the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit and if the 
Vote was indeed guided by Him, 
there is little evidence of the 
gifts of Joy or Peace in the wake 
of it. 

Raymond Hayne 
St Mark, Reading 


COVERDALE COURT 

YEOVIL 

Do you want a comfortable home, with 
complete privacy and independence, but with a 
discreet round-the-clock call system for 
emergencies, and access to an increasing range 
of facilities as and when you require them — 
and with that long-term sense of security 
which is provided by adjoining residential and 
nursing homes? 

If you do, Coverdale Court, which has already 
won two prestigious design awards, might well 
provide the answer. 

For a prospectus, telephone: 

YEOVIL (0935) 72102. 

For less official answers to your questions you 
may telephone an established resident on 

(0935) 77835 

You are advised to act promptly as only a few 
houses remain unsold. 


MAPLEDURHAM 

House, Watermill and Country Park 


Home of the Blount family for 500 years and idyllically set between the 
Thames and the Chilterns, 4 miles N.W. of Reading 



Easter — End September. Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays 
COUNTRY PARK & PICNIC AREA 12J0-7pm 
WATERMILL: 1.00-5.00pm HOUSE: 2J0-5.00pm 

Midweek Guided Party visits by arrangement. 

Tea Room — Gift Shop — Cream Teas 
River Cruise from Caversham at 2.00pm on Open Days. 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

11 self-catering period cottages/farmhouses, fully equipped, available 
all year. 18 hole Golf and easy access Oxford, London, Windsor, 
Cots wolds and the South. 

For details contact: 

The Estate Office, Mapledurham House 
Reading RG4 7TR. Tel: 0734-723350 
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MASONRY DAMAGE? 

ROOF DAMAGE? 

STONE AND BRICKWORK WEATHERED? 
LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS DAMGED? 
CHURCH WORKS? 

Whatever your problem talk to the Specialists — 

We have many years of experience in external maintenance at all heights 
and many happy prestigious clients. 

Call us NOW whatever the problem: 

(0602) 277044 

Or our EMERGENCY LINE on: 

(0602) 786755 24 hours a day 


Second Avenue 
Greasley Street 
Bulweil 

Nottingham NG6 8NE 



RESTORATION 
COMPANY LTD 


DESPERATE? ALONE? SUICIDAL? 


Samaritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Banbury 270000 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 531011 



Are you looking for a new 

KITCHEN, 
BATHROOM OR 
BEDROOM? 

We are a family business with 20 
years experience in supplying and 
installing quality products for 
people who have an eye for style 
and demand the best. 

You may choose from English and 
European ranges all of 
which offer quality and style at 
sensible and affordable prices. 

Most importantly, we provide innovative designs, backed by a 
personal and reliable supply and installation service. 

r il For a free quote without 

obligation please caU Richard or 
— m Susan Smithies on 0628 531584 ' 




Natural Inspection Counci tor 
Hectical hsUlabon Contactors 
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APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


Electrical Contractors 

Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 772144 
Fax: (0993) 776774 

MCORPO RATING 
STANDFAST 
SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 
(WITNEY) 




Tel: (0993) 773699 

Diocesan Approved 


PUBLIC 

GOLF 

at Mapledurham Golf Club 

NOW OPEN 

Tee reservations may be 
made in person at the 
course or by calling 
0734 463353 

18 HOLE COURSE FULLY LICENSED BAR 
GOOD FOOD SUPERB PRO’S SHOP 

Mapledurham Golf Club, 
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham, 
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For Clerical Dress 
& Accessories 

100% Pure Wool Cassocks at £155.00 
Made to Measure Service Available 

For Price List please contact : — 

119 High Street Oxford 0X1 4BX 
TEL: 0865 242756 FAX: 0865 793588 


Advertising in The DOOR 

Telephone David Holden on (0865) 880505 
or (0993) 77321 1 24 hr Ansa 

All enquiries concerning advertising in this newspaper should be directed 
to the publishers (Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited) through its 
Publishing Contractors (David Holden, Goodhead Publishing Limited, 
telephone 0865 880505). 

Advertisements are accepted and published upon the Conditions of 
Acceptance published from time to time by Goodhead Publishing Limited 
as if in those conditions the name of Oxford Diocesan Publications 
Limited was added to that of Goodhead Publishing Limited and refer- 
ences throughout the remainder of the document amended accordingly; 
copies of the Conditions of Acceptance are available from Goodhead 
Publishing Limited upon request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Limited and Goodhead Publishing Limited 
for themselves, their servants or agents reserve the right to make any 
alteration it or they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement 
and to require blocks or copy to be amended to meet its or their 
approval. 


1992 Summer School 
of Christian Drama 

Friday 30th July to Friday 6th August 

The College of Ripon & York St John, College Road, Ripon, North Yorks. 

Full details from Radius, Christ Church & Upton Chapel, Kennington 
Road, London SE1 7QP. 

Telephone: 071-401 2422. 
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* Old Manor House with 1 2 
Acres of Grounds. 

* Indoor Heated Swimming 
pool, Tennis Court, Games 
Room. 

* En-suite Bedrooms 
Available, Specially- 
Equipped Rooms for 
Disabled on Ground Floor. 


□ Holidays for everyone 

□ Special Houseparties 

□ Pre-school & one parent family holidays 

□ Over 50’s, Singles holidays 

□ Drama/Writers workshop 



Send for details now: 

Brunei Manor, Watcombe Park, Torquay, 
Devon, TQ1 4SF. Tel: 0803 329333 


CORRYMEELA 

Waging Peace in Northern Ireland 


A 


CORRYMEELA is a dispersed Christian Community which feels itself to be caled to be an insfument 
of God's peace. It works to break down barriers and buld bridges between individuals and groups. *!f 
Christianity has nothing to say about reconciialon, then it has nothing to say." (the Revd Dr R. R. 
Davey MBE, Founder of Corrymeela). 


CORRYMEELA LINK, based in Great Britain, seeks to spread fie vision, and support the work of the 
Corrymeela Community; it needs your help if its aim is to be realised. 


PLEASE support us wifi your prayers especialy on CORRYMEELA SUNDAY which is held annually 
on the Sunday before St Patrick’s Day. 


Information and Donations: Corrymeela Link, 
P.O. Box 118, Reading, RG1 1SL. Tel: 0734 589800 


OPEN 
RETREATS 
FOR 1993 


April 19-21*1 £50 
“HEALING LIFE’S HURTS’ 



ECTON 

HOUSE 


Conducted by the Reverend David Howell 
of the Churches’ Council for Health and Healing 
July 19-21st £55 

“MYERS-BRIGGS TYPE INDICATOR BASIC WORKSHOP’ 

Conducted by Sister Ann O’Sullivan 

of Emmaus House. Pastoral & Retreat Centre, Bristol 


October 26- 28th £50 

“A TASTE OF IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY” — A Retreat for Beginners 

Conducted by the Reverend W J Thompson 

Baptist Minister in Yeovil 

December 3-5th £50 

“APPROACHING CHRISTMAS” 


Conducted by the Reverend Jim Cotter 
Author, Broadcaster and Christian Counsellor 


All Retreat* VAT exempt. Depocit £5 per person 

For further details and a booking form contact: 

the Reverend Peter Naylor, Ecton House, Church Way, Ecton, Northampton 
NN6 OQE Tel: Northampton (0604) 406442 or (0604) 407223 (guests). 
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Sometimes you need a head for heights 
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There’s no escaping the paperwork 


ing meeting ends the day 




Coping 
with a 
high speed 
ministry 

Peter Sear is Vicar of Thatcham, a 
sprawling town of 22, 500 inhabit- 
ants near Newbury. Like many 
parish priests, he is so hard pressed 
that few company directors would 
last the pace. Even The DOOR had 
difficulty keeping up with him, to 
make this photographic record. 

The parish is so big that Peter often 
takes to his motorbike to get around. 
Calling ‘on spec’ is impractical. “I 
prefer to use my time where I know 
it’s really needed”. So visits, like the 
one to Mrs Phyllis Lamont at the 
John Hunt’s Almshouses, are 
prearranged. Twelve lay pastoral 
assistants (see the evening meeting) 
are currently in training, and will be 
licensed on March 7, and visiting will 
be an important part of their 
ministry . 

Liason with other clergy is vital in a 
large parish. Apart from the weekly 
team meeting, the Curate, John 
Hedges and Parish Deacon, Val 
Hicks join Peter in church each day 
for the Daily Office (Mattins). 
Sometimes, Daphne Williams, the 
URC minister, is there too. During 
our visit Peter also had a separate 
meeting with her to discuss the Palm 
Sunday procession arrangements . 

Late night working * 

A part-time Parish Administrator 
deals with parish paper work, but 
there are still confidential letters and 
reports to write and sermons to 
prepare (“Occasionally I begin that 
at lam on Sunday.”) There are also 
funerals, weddings, hospital visits 
and the odd meeting at Diocesan 
Church House to attend. The time 
between 530pm and 7.30pm is 
mainly reserved for his wife, Anne, 
and their two teenage daughters — 
but there are often meetings after 
that . 

Peter Sear was once a trainee 
airline pilot, and clearly enjoys living 
life at speed . He even likes to spend 
his day off “doing a spot of garden- 
ing or making furniture”. In fact, he 
admits to being a bit of a workaholic, 
but not a worrier. “I sometimes feel 
under pressure, but by and large I 
get on and do the work that needs 
doing. Thatcham is so big you never 
could do all the things you wanted to 
do. I have been here eight years, long 
enough not to get over anxious about 
the things that 1 can’t do!” 

There will be a feature on clergy wives 
in the April DOOR . 

Photos by Frank Blackwell 

illustrations: © Graham Jeffrey ( 1992) 
is reproduced from Handle with 
Prayer: A Church Cleaner's Notebook 
(Church House Publishing, £2.50) by 
permission of the Central Board of 
Finance of the Church of England. 




Phe 0?(fordshire 
Partnership 

InternationaC ConsuCtants 

Would you like to hear about an interest- 
ing venture which may challenge your 
abilities to the full? 

We would like to present you with an 
opportunity to build an organisation, 
alongside your current commercial activi- 
ties, that could produce a high level of 
remuneration for you. 

For further information contact: 
Jeremy Starling, Senior Partner 

‘The Opfordshire ‘Partnership 

Phone: 0865 341 994 




ROOFING PROBLEMS? 
CALL THE SPECIALISTS 


E. WILKINSON 

LEAD ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of leadwork undertaken from re-lining a font 
to a new lead roof!! 

We have successfully completed leadworks at the following churches: 


Fyfield Church, Fyfield, Wilts. 
St Thomas, Oxford. 

St Mary’s, Thatcham. 


St Mary’s, Stanford in the 
Vale, Oxon. 

St John’s, Oxford. 

St Michael’s, Abingdon, Oxon 


QUALITY WORK 


Don’t take our word for it - take theirs!! 

E. Wilkinson Plumbing & Heating Contracts Ltd 

120D Milton Park, Milton 
Nr Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SA 
Tel: Abingdon (0235) 835070 

UiAo We are members of Lead Fax NO 832033 



HOLIDAYS — FRANCE AND SPAIN ^ 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

New site for 1 993 in the Dordogne. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROA D 
For details: CONTACT G. F. Treherne, 

TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 

Tel; (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerpl.one) 


CHILDREN IN DISTRESS 


Croatian Children's Aid 

"Including children oi Eastern Europe' 



WE have heard the cries of the dying, suffering, crying children of 
Croatia. 

WE have seen their pain, their distress, their heartache and their 
sorrow. 

WE believe that Our Lord suffers and cries with them and for them. 

WE know that He calls us to their side as his hands and mind and 
heart. 

WE are now raising finance and collecting goods to take to Croatia, 
in liaison with the Croatian government. 

WE are in the process of setting up emergency facilities for the 
children of Croatia and the refugee children of Bosnia. 

WE are discussing with the Croatian government the construction of 
a specialised children’s unit to serve these suffering infants. 

You can help us. 




I enclose a donation of : £50 O £25 0 £10 O Any other amount O 

or please charge my Access/Visa I I 1 I I 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 I I I I I 

Signature .. Expiry date. 

Name.. 

Address.. 

Post Code 

or for covenant forms/further information please contact: Rev Dr John Walmsley 

Croatian Children’s Aid 

') la, Broadway Market, Fencepiece Road, Ilford, Essex IG6 2JT 
' Telephone: 081 559 9950; Fax: 081 559 9950 

Croatian, Romanian and Albanian Children's Aid are all initiatives of Children in Distress. 
Reg Charity No 1001327 
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Advertisment feature 


Diana Parker 

SRN MBChA MSSch 

CHIROPODIST 

# Caring Professional Service 

# Home visits a pleasure (by appointment) 

4 Bateman Drive, Aylesbury 
Bucks HP21 8AF 

Telephone: (0296) 22340 

‘Bfe Tams owe 

ttOMT, 

Situated in Henley, overlooking the River Thames, is 
now offering 24-hour care for the elderly. 

With home cooking and outings including walks, fishing 
and, of course, the high levels of special attention which 
are expected. 

Tel: 0491 577462 or 081 958 1615 


WINTERBROOK 
NURSING HOME 

For the ultimate in good 
quality nursing care. 

WE CARE FOR 
OUR ELDERLY 

In later life at some stage Special Care and 
attention becomes necessary. 

When coping alone becomes difficult or 
impossible Winterbrook can take over provid- 
ing Nursing Care for the Elderly, and a warm 
and friendly welcome for their families. 

WINTERBROOK 
NURSING HOME 

18 Winterbrook, Cholsey 
Wallingford 
Oxfordshire 0X10 9EF 
Telephone: 0491 33922 

- m » ■— 


SOUTHMOOR HOUSE 

RESIDENTIAL HOME FOR THE ELDERLY 

Southmoor, Abingdon, Oxon. 

Don’t despair, we are here to help. Do you have a confused elderly relative 
who is finding it drffficult to cope? 

Let us take the worry from you by providing 24 hour loving care. 
Contact Mrs Adnams on: 


0865 820225 


A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by'experienced staff under the personal supervision of Matron 
Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus rooms 
with en-suite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, 
GORING-ON-THAMES 
NEAR READING RG8 9BL 


ARKLE LODGE 

NURSING AND RESIDENTIAL HOME 

Sprents Lane, Overton, Hampshire 
RG25 3HX 

Telephone: 0256 771353 

An innovative concept in the care of the elderly 
incorporating Close Care Apartments (for sale or 
to rent) 

Conveniently located in the village of Overton 
and close to all amenities, this purpose built new Home offers: 

* Professional 24 hour Nursing Care 

* Luxuriously appointed bedrooms, with en-suite facilities 
■fc Spacious lounges and dining room 

Freshly prepared and varied menus, including Special Diets 
^ Mobile Library and Shop 

* Physiotherapy and Chiropody 

* Visiting Entertainers, organised outings and activities (Our aim is to 
help residents to take up or continue their personal hobbies and to 
maintain their clubs and interests) 

* Long or short stays, convalescent5 and respite 

* Fees to accommodate all situations 

Please call to make an appointment to visit, 
or for further information — on 0256 771353 

“ Setting the standards in care, comfort 
and security” 



Choosing only the 
very best 
Residential Care 

It is well known that having to arrange 
private residential or nursing care for a 
loved one is often a difficult and stressful 
task. The fact is nowadays most homes 
try their very hardest to provide a wel- 
coming personalised service with a range 
of facilities to enhance the quality of life 
for their residents. This does not of 
course mean than any home is suitable 
for every old person. This does not of 
course mean that any Home is suitable 
for every old person. What one person 
wants may well be totally different to 
other peoples needs. 

Fundamentally, you need to choose 
accommodation which you honestly 
believe is the “best” by your personal 
standards and present circumstances. 
Nothing short of this will give you peace 
of mind. The best Home is the one which 
will provide the highest standards of 
care, attention and dedication From kind 
and gentle, yet professionally trained 
experienced staff. It is these qualities 
which most often give peace of mind to 
those who are choosing , and for the res- 
ident, a sense of dignity in an environ- 
ment that really has a “home from home” 
feeling about it. 

There are a number of practical points 
to consider when choosing the Nursing 
or Residential Home that is right for you. 

All Nursing and Residential Homes 
should be registered with the relevant 
authorities, and inspected at regular 
intervals. A Nursing Home should pro- 
vide qualified nursing care 24 hours a 
day. In addition some Homes are regis- 
tered with Associations which carry out 
their own inspections and provide further 
quality assurance. The best known Asso- 
ciation is the (the Registered Nursing 
Home Association). 

Time should be taken with the 
Matron/Manager of the Home who will 


carry out a medical assessment, which is 
not only helpful for those choosing, but 
will be of great benefit to the Home itself 
in determining the individual needs and 
ability of the Home to meet such needs. 

Visit and walk around the Nursing 
Homes you are considering - 

* Do the patients look clean, happy, well 
cared for and comfortable? 

* Are the rooms in good decorative order 
with good natural light? 

* Does the Home look clean? 

* Does it smell fresh? 

* What arrangements does the Home 
have for General Practitioners to cover 
Resident’s medical requirements? 

* Are there visiting physiotherapists, 
dentists, chiropodists or opticians? 

* Is there any additional cost for these 
services? 

* What occupational therapy takes place 
in the Home? 

* What social activities, hobbies, outings 
are arranged? 

* Is there a happy atmosphere in the 
home? 

With regard to the financial arrange- 
ments, make sure you are clear what is 
covered in the weekly/monthly payments 
- are there any hidden extras. You should 
obtain a written contract setting out 
clearly the terms and conditions. If there 
is anything you do not understand, ask 
for advice or clarification, ie. what hap- 
pens regarding fees during admission to 
hospital, or if you wish to leave the 
Home? Are relatives expected to make 
up any shortfall between Social Security 
grants and the fees charged by the Home. 

Having considered all the background 
information, the final choice should only 
be made after considered what is best 
suited to each individual, but the choice 
may be governed by the urgency of need 
and the availability of accommodation at 
the time of need. Obviously, it is essen- 
tial to visit-several homes before making 
any decision, and although it is often rel- 
atives who look at Homes on behalf of 
the elderly person, it is very important 
that the elderly person, if at all possible, 


Newly opened 

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 

The Tower House, Shiplake, Henley-on-Thames 

First class personal care for the 
En-suite bedrooms 
24 hour care by fully qualified owner 
Gracious Edwardian home 
Large grounds 

Henley-on-Thames 1 1/2 miles 

Approved by Oxfordshire Social Services 

Telephone: (0734) 401197 for brochure 



Chilterns Manor Turret House Rest Home 

for retired and elderly 27 Kendrick Road 

Northern Heights, Bourne End Reading 

Gracious surroundings where residents are treated as guests in a home- 
from-home atmosphere, and families and friends are made welcome. 
Privacy is balanced with companionship. 

Frail and elderly folk are welcomed and caringly looked after. 

For help and advice telephone: Mrs Barar, RGN 

0628 528676 0734 867735 

We take pride in caring 


Xrogrtm 
friary 

DUAL REGISTERED 
NURSING AND 
RESIDENTIAL HOMI 

Station Road, Kingham, Oxon 0X7 6UP. 

Tel: Kingham (0608) 658233 
★ 1 st Class 24 Hour Care At Sensible Prices 

★ Beautiful views over the Cotswolds ★ TV points an all rooms 

★ Oxford 25 mins by rail ★ Full fire precautions, smoke detectors 

★ Comfortable sitting rooms ★ Good home cooking, diets catered for 

★ Spacious bed-sitting rooms ★ Hydrotherapy bath 

★ Call bells in every room A Visiting hairdresser and chiropodist 



visits the Home prior to a decision being 
taken. 

Once a suitable Home is found, and a 
place available, then it is an excellent 
idea to spend a “trial period” there to 
ensure both the Resident and the Home 
are satisfied with the arrangements. 

Moving to a Nursing or Residential 
Home should not be considered in a neg- 
ative fashion, but as an opportunity to 
improve quality of life by receiving care, 
support and companionship. 

Arkle Lodge 

MOST people's expectation of retire- 
ment years would span some time 
eiyoying their home and garden, per- 
haps later changing to a smaller prop- 
erty and then maybe needing a little 
more help and care. At Arkle Lodge, 
set in lovely Overton Village, they 
have created a delightful nursing and 
residential home. 

Brand new and bearing more than a 
passing resemblance to a quality hotel, 
Arkle Lodge has three concepts to offer. 
The options are to take an apartment and 


continue to lead an independent life with 
then benefit of all services and social 
activities, if required. Sometimes you 
require a balance between having your 
own home and sheltered or warden- 
qssisted accommodation and this could 
be the answer. The second option is the 
residential home where the friendly staff 
are on hand at all times to help and assist 
and where you can enjoy good cuisine 
consisting of a balanced and regular diet 
in pleasant surroundings. 

All residents enjoy breakfast served 
in their room. If residents become frail or 
ill then the third option is to move into 
the Nursing Wing to be cared for by 
qualified nurses. Die advantage here is 
that the resident will already be in famil- 
iar surroundings and know many of the 
staff. All rooms are bright, sunny and 
tastefully furnished with safety and 
emergency facilities a priority. 

The whole environment is comfort- 
able and pleasant and under the personal 
attention of a Nursing Matron, Carol 
Norwell whose priority is to offer all res- 
idents a high standard of care, comfort 
and peace of mind. 

For more details tel: 0256 771353. 


CARE FIRST 


We specialise in home care for the elderly, 
infirm and disabled. 

24 hour care — long and short term 

Our staff are hand picked for their needs 

Ring Margaret 0295 710923 
Or 0850 680891 (mobile) 

All clients receive an assessment visit 


CAMDEN 

HOUSE 



REST HOME 
FOR THE ELDERLY 


28 MARKET PLACE, FARINGDON. 
Telephone: 241 1 21 


• LONG OR SHORT STAY AND 
CONVALESCENT 

• CENTRAL POSITION IN MARKET SQUARE 

• ALL AMENITIES INCLUDING LIFT 

• CARE AND ATTENTION 24 HOURS A DAY 



K uennam i . 

<$$t)Amor Nursing Home 

Long/ short stay accommodation and Day Care facilities are available, with 
superb food and special diets prepared by our excellent chef 
For further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN, 

Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

NEW DENTAL SURGERY 

NOW OPEN 

IN PRESTWOOD 

• Limited NHS treatment available 

• Private treatment available 

• Cosmetic dentistry 

• Same day emergency treatment 

• Sat and evening surgery 

The Prestwood Centre also offer a full range of Alterna- 
tive Medical Services including: 

Chiropody, Osteopathy, Remedial Masseuse, Nutrition, 
Psychotherapy and Counselling, 
ing now for early appointment: 

Telephone: 02406 5997 

S. R. Hands 

Dental Surgeon B.D.S.(Lon) 

The Prestwood Centre 
99 High Street, Prestwood 



This gracious residence for the retired and elderly in a pretty 
Wiltshire village midway between Bath and Salisbury provides 
full care 24 hours a day. Tastefully furnished rooms (some 
personal furniture allowed). Sunny landscaped gardens — 2 V 2 
acres. Excellent cuisine. Short stays and holidays can be 
arranged. Terms from £230 per week. 

SHELTERED APARTMENTS FOR THE ACTIVE 
RETIRED NOW AVAILABLE ON 99-YEAR LEASES 

Brochure from: 

The Resident Directors, Longbridge Deverill House, 
Near Warminster. Telephone (0985) 214040 


1 
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Lent as an adventure 


by Marianne Dorman 


George Herbert spoke of Lent in 
terms of a feast. He used such an 
endearing term, because it is such 
a wonderful time for renewal 
and growth. The Church since 
very early times declared in her 
wisdom the 40 days before East- 
er as a time for preparation, and 
a penitential time in order to 
know ourselves more truly, to 
seek Christ more earnestly, and 
to enter more fully into His Ris- 
en life on Easter Day. 

Originally, this was the time 
when catechumens were taught 
the faith in preparation for their 
baptism at the great Easter Vigil 
service, when they were regen- 
erated and welcomed into 
Christ’s body, the Church. The 
substance of that great service of 
witness and worship can still be 


by Sister 

Maureen Farrell FCJ 


My count of the number of en- 
trance doors to Christ the Cor- 
nerstone comes to 1 2. The archi- 
tect, Iain Smith, described his 
design of the church as one which 
had no back doors. There is a 
parable hidden somewhere in this 
description. 

Whether people come in for a 
concert in the Guildhall, or a 
counselling appointment at the 
Pastoral Foundation, or a pas- 
ser-by pops in for a quiet prayer 
in the chapel, there’s always an 
open door. 

Friday March 13, 1992 saw 
Her Majesty the Queen walk 
through the door to be greeted by 
the Rt Revd George Carey, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Her 
Majesty shook many hands that 
day, including my own, and I felt 
privileged to be there on such a 
memorable occasion when the 
church and all the premises at 
Christ the Cornerstone were ded- 
icated to God. 

It has been a wonderful year, 
marked by major events — such 
as the staging of the Cycle of 
Mystery Plays in April, special 
services for Boys’ and Girls’ Bri- 
gades in May, and Anglican or- 
dinations in June. The church 


experienced today in our Litur- 
gy of the Easter Vigil. 

We still keep Lent as a time for 
growing in the faith. It is a time 
to be challenged by the Living 
God. But Lent should never be 
approached negatively, that is, 
in a sense of ‘ giving up’ ; it should 
be seen rather as a time for ‘giv- 
ing out’. Admittedly, we all 
should live more frugally during 
the penitential seasons and days 
throyghout the Christian year, 
yet nothing is really achieved 
unless it is done in a positive 
way: that is, as an act of love for 
our dear Lord and in prayer for 


has hosted a URC Synod, a Ro- 
man Catholic First Communion 
celebration, memorial services, 
harvest festivals and countless 
carol concerts and Christmas cel- 
ebrations. 

Life at Christ the Cornerstone 
is a kaleidoscope of smaller hap- 
penings, too. A Study Day high- 
lighting the plight of Bosnian 
women was mounted by the 
Peace and Justice Centre, a group 


the various needs of this world. 

What Lent challenges us to do 
is to grow more Christlike, and 
we can only do that by emptying 
ourselves of self. Our pilgrim- 
age on this earth is really all 
about emptying and filling, sur- 
rendering and gaining, falling 
and rising, and dying and living. 
Each Christian has to ask him or 
herself: “Do I always want to be 
in control of every situation, 
choosing what I shall do, and 
whom I shall help or support?” If 


of happy pensioners come along 
regularly to the small hall for 
Monday lunch provided by Age 
Concern, and, recently, a contin- 
gent of redundant railway work- 
ers gathered for a seminar help- 
ing them to face a future without 
paid work. 

Nature lovers will be pleased 
to know that the rabbits are back, 
leaping around the garden sur- 
rounding the church, and munch- 


I do, it means I have not emptied 
myself of self, and therefore not 
surrendered my life to Him. 

This should be seen as a warn- 
ing sign to let go. As long as I 
stay at the centre of every thought, 
plan or action, then Christ can- 
not enter my being. It means I 
still need to learn what is meant 
by being spent for Christ and so 
losing my life to His. 

So Lent gives us the opportuni- 
ty to redress this balance. It be- 
gins with a desire to be Christ’s, 


ing items of greenery not meant 
for their consumption! Starlings 
have colonised the cross bars of 
the church ’s crowning cross, and 
birds of all shapes and sizes nib- 
ble the nuts put out by Sarah 
Edwards, our caretaker’s wife. 
The church is a living building 
with open doors and a warm 
heart, and will serve the city as a 
House of God for generations to 
come. 

New doors are opening for me, 
too. On Sunday May 2 at 
10.30am, there will be a farewell 
service to mark the end of six 
years as City Centre Chaplain. 
Most of these years were spent 
in the “little church in the li- 
brary” as we fondly call it. It’s 
been a special time of grace in 
my life, when I have learnt by 
experience to value the riches of 
all the Christian traditions. The 
Oxford Diocese has generously 
funded my work of industrial 
mission to those in the market 
place. Many times I have experi- 
enced God dwelling in the work 
places of the city centre. 

A sabbatical period in Brus- 
sels, followed by a call to serve 
in the Christian Life Centre in 
Calgary, Alberta, will fill the 
remaining months of 1993. 1 was 
glad to be among you in the 
Oxford Diocese as a Faithful 
Companion of Jesus. 


and then continues by learning 
to be with Him in the stillness of 
prayer and in the business of 
living, until they both fuse, and 
our lives are lived wholly. Re- 
member that holiness is not so 
much about pious and righteous 
living, as about sanctifying the 
ordinary and mundane. 

This is no easy task for those 
who have tried to live with Christ 
over many years. As with every- 
thing in life, it requires disci- 
pline and routine. It means see- 
ing prayer as an adventure, not 
as an appendix to everything else 
we do. It means giving the first 
part of each day to Him, quietly 
and prayerfully, either at the dai- 
ly celebration of the Eucharist, 
or at some other time. 

One thing is sure: we cannot be 
Christ’s unless we spend time 
with Him, and give Him time 
and ourselves each day. If we do, 
we shall be amazed at the results. 
The Living Spirit will infuse us 
with such a passion for serving 
Him, that Christ’s love will per- 


The Rottgen Chamber Choir from 
the city of Bonn in Germany is to 
sing in Dorchester Abbey on Sat- 
urday April 3 at 6pm, as an Act 
of Devotion for Holy Week. 

The choir was founded in 1970, 
and today has a total of 60 men 
and women singers. It gives its 
concerts with various groupings, 
and for its English tour will be 
bringing 45 singers and seven 
instrumentalists. The musical di- 
rector is Melchior von Borries. 


meate us more and more, so that 
Christ, and not I, live. 

This allows us to accept the 
unacceptable, the unpredictable, 
the unlovable, and the intrusions 
into our organised existence and 
programmes for Christ’s sake. 
That was surly the goal for cate- 
chumens in the early Church, 
and of course should be for eve- 
ry baptised person. A life surren- 
dered to the Living Spirit always 
overbrims with freshness and 
spontaneity. 

Let me finish with an anecdote 
from the Cure d’Ars, one of the 
saints of the French church, liv- 
ing in the 18th century. He once 
asked an old peasant what he did 
when he knelt in church for such 
long periods. The peasant re- 
sponded: “I look at Him and He 
looks at me, and we are happy 
together.” Let this Lent be an 
adventure, a revelation, a dis- 
covery, but above all, a transfor- 
mation. 

Marianne Dorman ’s new book. 
Living Lent (Pentland Press , 
hardback £11.50) has just been 
published. It is a series of short 
daily meditations and has a fore- 
word by the Right Revd Rowan 
Williams , Bishop of Monmouth. 


The choir is composed of lay 
people committed to singing the 
great oratorios as well as the 
religious and secular unaccom- 
panied music composed from the 
16th century to the present day. 
During its tour in England, the 
choir will also be singing at St 
Thomas’ Church, Salisbury. The 
programme will consist of reli- 
gious works by German com- 
posers of the Baroque and Ro- 
mantic periods. 


Christ the Cornerstone one year on 



Helpline for unemployed 

Thame’s Vicar, the Revd Chris Neal, has spoken about the effects of 
the job losses which will result from the closure of Leyland DAF in 
the town. Interviewed on BBC Radio Oxford, he said that St Mary’s 
Church would be setting up a helpline for those needing pastoral care 
and support. 

Mr Neal was also invited to speak in greater detail on the theology 
of employment and unemployment in an interview for BBC Radio 
Oxford’s Sunday morning programme Spirit Level. “Since the first 
interview there have been several developments,” he said “For 
example, Thame’s Adult Education Centre is interested in setting up 
retraining and work schemes.” Anyone who would like to contact 
Chris Neal or any of the other clergy can ring Thame (0844) 213491 . 


German choir in Dorchester 



The Nations’ 

Professionals 

A New Driveway Makes The Perfect Impression 


COMBINING THE STRENGTH AND 
VERSATILITY OF REINFORCED 
CONCRETE WITH THE DECORATIVE 
EFFECTS OF TRADITIONAL PAVING 

There are serious drawbacks to individually 
laid paving systems, not least of which is the 
continuous maintainance required to keep 
them looking their weed-free best 
PAVERPRINT uses established poured 
concrete technology to lay a continuous, 
stable and immensely strong area which is 
coloured, then pattern imprinted, creating a 
dramatic 3 dimensional effect. 

The colours and textures accurately simulate 
and paving effect to perfectly complement a 
building or environment, but without the old 
fashioned disadvantages. 


Coloured and pattern imprinted concrete- maintenance free 
* Wide choice of colours and patterns to suit all homes 
Only installed by experienced Paverprint staff 
* Ideal for any public or private paved area 
* Permanent! No sinking or movement 
* No oil stains or puddles, ever! 

* Durable and wear resistant! 

WEED FREE, 

ATTRACTIVE, 

FOR LIFE! 

Post today 
No stamp 
needed 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


TEL. 


POSTCODE 


PLEASE TICK 

FREE ESTIMATE □ 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE □ 

PAVERPRINT S. OXON LTD, FREEPOST 
WALLINGFORD OXON 0X10 8BR 


PHONE 

0491 25415 
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HIGHLANDS Hotel Jersey offers 
the very best in Christian hospitali- 
ty. There is no better place to spend 
a holiday. The hotel is perched atop 
of the famous La Corbiere head- 
land, with unrivaled sea views and 
pleasant country aspect: 

Highlands is within easy walking 
distance of the finest Golden Sand 
Beaches in the world. On the one 
hand the intimacy of Beauport Bay, 
or the vast majestic splendor of St. 
Ouens Bay, 5 miles of uninterrupt- 
ed sand, the beautiful international- 
ly famous St. Brelades Bay or the 
tranquil Le Rosier Bay nestling just 
below the hotel, with its interesting 
caves and deep clear swimming 
water which is an irresistable draw 
to the keen swimmers who visit us 
each year. 

Just a short step away stands the 
imposing La Corbiere Lighthouse, a 
photographers dream, with its unri- 
valed beauty at sunset or moon light 
reflections. In the background like 
an artists canvas the other Channel 
Islands of Guernsey, Herm, Jethou 
& Sark. And always there is the 
Atlantic Ocean with its changing 
moods, sometimes quiet and invit- 
ing, and at other times turbulent and 
forboding, but whatever always a 
show of great beauty. 

If you enjoy walking then you 
are in for treat. Jersey has many 
miles of coastal walks. Some of the 
most spectacular views are to be 
experienced around the lighthouse 
and immediate area. A beautiful 


walk of 3 miles length can be joined 
100 yards from the hotel that will 
take you to the picturesque village 
of St. Aubin and Its harbour. The 
walk was the track of the Jersey 
Water Railway. 

Jersey has so much to see and 
offer. You could travel by bus, pur- 
chasing a Rover Ticket, which 
allows you unlimited travel. Or you 
choice may be hire car. All cars are 
new Models, and are reasonably 
priced. The cheapest way to enjoy 
unlimited and unhurried travel, 
especially if four people share the 
cost. Your final choice could be by 
coach tours. A very interesting pro- 
gramme of sight-seeing is available 
daily, again at reasonable charges. 
The choice is yours. 

Do you know that 1 can arrange 
all your Travel/ Accommodation for 
your holiday? Air travel from more 
than 30 airports throughout the UK 
and even further choices from the 
Continent ... France ... Germany ... 
Holland ... etc. Travel by sea can 
also be available via Poole or Wey- 
mouth. 

A fully inclusive package of 
Travel/Accommodation & Insur- 
ance. Ask for a quotation. 

The hotel guest ministry is 
unique in UK Christian Holidays. 
Every two weeks a new guest min- 
istry is introduced. Optional morn- 
ing bible ministry and evening fel- 
lowship daily are on the menu. 

Talking about menu. The cuisine 
is excellent. Continental or full 


English breakfast, and a 5-course 
dinner each day. Your choices are 
many and variable. We even offer 
Vegetarian menu if required. We 
seek to please at Highlands Hotel, 
you will be truly ‘Fed’ up. 

Telephone or fax Ron Brint. 
Manager. Tel: 0534 44288: Fax 
0534 47273 

Jersey is an Attractive 
Destination 

Again reasons are:- 
Direct flights from many airports 
in UK, Scotland and Ireland. 

Ferry services from Poole and 
new car carrying Wavepiercer 
Catamaran from Weymouth com- 
mencing in April. 

Within Sterling area, but never- 
theless “abroad”. 

Beautiful scenery. Historic 
buildings and castles. Award win- 
ning Museum. Gerald Durell 
Wildlife Preservation Trust. Orchid 
Foundation, Clean Environment, 
Inexpensive hire cars, excellent 
restaurants. Ideal for cycling and 
walking. 

What Highlands Hotel offers:- 
A spectacular location with sea 
views from virtually every bedroom 
En suite facilities with high stan- 
dard of decor and comfort in all 
bedrooms 

Friendly atmosphere 
Good cuisine 
Outdoor heated pool 
Close to beaches 
Reasonable rates 


r— Highlands-JERSEY 

“the best in Christian hospitality” 



Book your 1993 holiday now 
OPEN 30th APRIL — 30th OCTOBER 
fully inclusive accommodation/travel arranged 

SEND FOR COLOUR BROCHURE & DETAILS 

Telephone 0534 44288/43019. Fax No 0534 47273 

DAILY GUEST SPEAKER MINISTRY 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL — Corbiere, St Brelade, Jersey 
JE3 8HN, Channel Islands. Tel: (0534) 44288 



MORNING STAR TRUST 

An exciting chance to be one of a 
team of 14 sailing a modern 19m gaff 
ketch. 

Based on the River Medway we cruise 
around the East Coast and across to 
Holland and take part in the annual 
Tall Ships Race. 

Opportunities for groups and individu- 
als, age 16 upwards. 

No previous experience necessary. 

For Further Information contact Liz Banner, Morning-Star Trust, 

No 7 Covered Slip, Chatham Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TE. 

Tel: 0634 403890 


NORTH YORKSHIRE 
Near Helmsley 

Self Catering Cottages 

3 farm cottages (2 suitable for the Disabled) situated in 
the quiet village of Sproxton, within easy reach of York, 
The Moors, and the coast. 

ALL LINEN WILL BE SIIPPIJED 
April and May — ,£150 per week 
June and September — £150 per week 
July and August — £175 per week 

For more details and brochure: 

Tel: Mrs Adamson 0439 70332 


THE PARK 
SCHOOL 

YEOVIL, SOMERSET 



Established 1851 


A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
Girl boarders 9-19 years 

CHRISTIAN 

HOUSE 

PARTIES 

WELCOMED 

during School Holidays 
(self catering). 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
and Dining Room 

Write or telephone for 
full details: 

0935/23514 


© 

Partington Centre 


The 18 th Dartington 
Conference 


‘iffte/iyion - QBeyom/ Q&e/igfP” 

April 14-18 

with Matthew Fox, Satish Kumar, 
Eileen Barker, Alix Pirani, Donald 
Reeves, Robin Skynner 

Bringing together speakers close to reli- 
gious traditions and representatives of 
professions to examine what may be 
vital at the heart of religious faith to 
answer our current predicaments. 


For further details, contact: 

Brenda Blewitt, Dartington Centre, Totnes, Devon TQ9 6EL 
Tel: 0803 862271 Fax: 0803 865551 


PENTRENANT HALL 

Quality accommodation in a beautiful 
Country House for up to 53 people 
ideal for youth holidays or retreats in 
a quiet rural location on Welsh Bor- 
der. Various recreational facilities 
available on site including swimming 
pool, volleyball, putting etc. Competi- 
tive terms for 1992. 

Further Details: Peter Rees, Pen- 
trenant Hall, Churchstoke, Mont- 
gomery, Powys SY15 6TG or 
Tel: 0588 620450/620505 


DERBYSHIRE 

GLENCORCY CENTRE 

Offers self catering 
accommodation for up to 30 
people. Situated in a small town 
surrounded by lovely country- 
side. There are many places of 
interest -with in easy reach. 

It is ideal for church groups. 
For further details contact 
Wirksworth URC, Colwell 
St, Wirksworth, Derbyshire 
Telephone 0629 824323 


Help for God’s suffering world 


Over the course of the year we receive many appeals for 
help. They may be requests for prayer, more often they 
are requests for money. It is not always appropriate to 
sacrifice our regular feature and news pages, but any- 
one with a television will also feel intimately involved 
with the suffering that is tearing our world hpart. 

The organisations below represent just a selection of 
the many who are working in and beyond our Diocese 
to heal God’s suffering world. 



Sisters in 
Madagascar 

Two sisters from St Mary’s Con- 
vent in Wantage recently paid a 
three-month visit to the Malgasy 
Anglican sisters in Madagascar. 
In a house full of mice, rats and 
fleas, and lit only by paraffin lamps, 
Sisters Rozalja and Bridget Mary 
nevertheless found a joyful com- 
munity. , 

The highlight of their stay was 
being able to share in the profes- 
sion of Sisters Jeannine and Clar- 
isse (pictured right), who preferred 
to dance into the church rather 
than come in solemn procession! 
Much work needs to be done to 
improve the hous eElease send 
donations to St Mary 's Convent, 
Wantage, Oxfordshire. The sis- 
ters’ visit was made possible with 
a grant from the Bishop of Ox- 
ford’s Outreach Fund. 

Mission to 
Albania 

Red Box Fire Control is a Chris- 
tian company committed to wit- 
nessing Christian values in a busi- 
ness setting. It is also running its 
second mission to the Albania 
Encouragement Project, a Chris- 
tian Charity which has been work- 
ing in Tirana for five years. 

The company has recently taken 
three lorries and a transit van full 
of clothes, shoes and food, as well 
as more specialised equipment for 
a school for the deaf and blind, bed 
linen and drugs for the Albania 
hospital service, and equipment 
for a new dental unit in Tirana. 

They are also carrying 500 foot- 
balls to be distributed to schools 
all over the country, and an altar 
triptych (originally from a church 
in Devon) for Mother Theresa’s 
Missionaries of Charity who are 
working in Bushati. The venture 
will cost at least £15,000. 

Donations please to Richard 
Stephens, Red Box Fire Control, 
The Old Bakery, 16-18 High 
Street , Didcot, OX11 8EQ. 

Sewing 
machines 
for Africa 

Glenys Conway and Betty Gowers 
collect sewing and knitting ma- 
chines, to send out to Christian 
women’s groups in Zimbabwe. 
Glenys would love to receive more 
machines as well as donations of 
money, especially as she does not 
have sufficient resources to respond 
to recent requests from the Sudan 
and Zaire. It costs at least £30 to 
check, repair and send out each 
machine. Please contact the Revd 
Chris van Straaten on 0734 
440690 or Glenys Conway on 0734 
693548. Cheques, which should 
be made out to St John ’s Church , 
Woodley and marked as intended 
for this project , can be sent to: St 
John's Church Centre, Church 
Road, Woodley, Reading RG5. 

Rebuilding 

Mozambique 

British church leaders have visit- 
ed the province of Zambezia in 
Mozambique, one of the regions 
badly affected by the 15-year war. 
The group met local church lead- 
ers as well as child-soldiers, some 
as young as ten, N who had been 
involved in the fighting. 

There is still a great need for emer- 
gency supplies of blankets, food, 
clothing, seeds and tools which 
British Churches and Aid Agen- 
cies are hoping to supply. Schools, 
hospitals, roads and communica- 
tions systems will have to be re- 
built. Local churches also have a 


great need for literature and train- 
ing materials for clergy and lay 
members. 

The visitors were moved by the 
testimony of local Christians. One 
man said: “When the rains didn’t 
Come 1 prayed. When there was 
still no rain, I cried. But I didn’t 
stop believing.” The rains came 
during the visit. For more infor- 
mation contact Christian Aid, PO 
Box 100, London SE1 7RT. 

Mexican 

prisoner 

John Rowe is a campaigner for the 
human rights of people both in this 
country and abroad. He would like 
you to write to Manuel Manriquez 
San Agustin, a 40-year-old Mexi- 
can who is married with six chil- 
dren and who has been given a 24- 
year prison sentence for the mur- 
der of a man he has never seen, and 
whose name he does not know. 

Manuel is an Otomi Indian and, 
at the time of his arrest, did not 
speak or read Spanish. He there- 
fore could not understand the ques- 
tions, or the papers he was made to 
sign. After being tortured for four 
days he was made to sign a confes- 
sion to murder. Since his impris- 
onment, Manuel has become a 
campaigner for the rights of indig- 
enous prisoners. Manuel is at the 
Reclusorio Preventivo Norte, J 
Nuno S-N ZP14 , Mexico DF, 
Mexico. Or you can contact John 
at PO Box 83, Bracknell, Berk- 
shire RG 12 7QH. 

Refugees in 
Kenya 

British Church leaders back from 
a visit to the National Council of 
Churches in Kenya reported on 
the increasingly severe refugee 
problem. In the northern highlands, 
recent inter-tribal violence meant 
hundreds of people lost their 


homes. The Christian Council has 
provided some plastic sheeting, and 
the Red Cross has sent blankets, but 
conditions are deteriorating as there 
is no proper water supply and food is 
scarce. Meanwhile, the problem of 
refugees from Ethiopia, Somalia and 
the Sudan is even worse. 

One camp in the north-east of Ken- 
ya, which houses 21,000 refugees, 
has set up schools, a clinic and even 
a court. Regular services are held by 
Catholic priests, an Anglican vicar 
and pastors of the Lutheran church. 
The visitors came away inspired by 
the energy and enthusiasm of the 
African Churches their open-heart- 
ed compassion for the needy. For 
more information contact Chris- 
tian Aid as above. 

By Lorry to 
Romania 

The Revd Bill Mason is hoping to 
make his second visit to Nichiteni, 
in eastern Romania, just after East- 
er. With twa colleagues, he first 
made the 3,300-mile round-trip 
last October, and survived frozen 
mountain roads and petrol queues 
half a mile long to take basic food 
supplies and children ’s clothing to 
the remote village. 

When he returns, he hopes to take 
a printing press (any offers?) and 
supplies for the local school. Al- 
though he had to speak through an 
interpreter. Bill was asked to 
preach everywhere he went: “They 
were longing to hear people talk 
about their faith,” he said. 

“Their needs are so great, the dif- 
ference in life styles so marked. 
One image that will not go away is 
of a shop in the main street of 
Botosani — all it had in the win- 
dow was a bottle of Romanian 
whisky and a pair of second-hand 
shoes.” Donations to the Revd 
Bill Mason, Bedgrove Vicarage, 
71 Camborne Avenue, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP21 7UE. Tel: 0296 
22214. 
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^SIDE 


...On the subject of 
abortion 


‘Thou shalt not kill’. One of 
the ten commandments, this 
enshrinement of the value 
of life, is central to Christianity 
and many other faiths. But when 
does life begin? 

‘ By the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate ’ ; ‘ Was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost ’ . What- 
ever we may believe about the 
vexed subject of the Virgin Birth, 
both of our creeds are making a 
point about the moment at which 
life begins. It begins at concep- 
tion. 

These two statements might 
seem to lead inescapably to the 
conclusion that abortion is 
wrong. Certainly, if abortion 
takes place, the foetus loses its 
life, its chance to develop into 
the full human being God in- 
tended it to be. The fact that its 
chances might have been severe- 
ly limited anyway, by virtue of 
being unwanted, and possibly 
therefore unloved, or by any oth- 
er circumstance, do not really 
influence the fact that the foetus 
is being denied its chance to life 
and development. 

However, that is to look at the 
question from one side only, that 
of the foetus. It ignores the fu- 


ture, taking account only of the 
present moment, and the right 
to life of this foetus. Cases where 
it can be argued that abortion is 
the best option for all concerned 
include the likelihood of severe 
deformity or mental handicap 
of the baby, and the inability of 
the mother to cope with her 
existing family because of men- 
tal or physical ill health. In both 
these cases the mother may lose 
her life, or her health or her 
sanity if abortion does not take 
place, with resulting suffering 
for mother, baby and the rest of 
the family, if any. The fact that 
these are all possibles as against 
the certainty of death for the 
foetus should not lead us to 
disregard the seriousness of the 
possibilities. 

In cases where pregnancy is 
the result of contraceptive fail- 
ure, unless there is some other 
circumstance such as the above, 
or real financial hardship, I feel 
that the issue is much less clear. 
Women say that they have a 
right to determine what hap- 
pens to theif own bodies, and 
that they did not carelessly con- 
ceive; but science is not infalli- 
ble. We do not have the right to 



order life to suit ourselves, and 
sexual intercourse always car- 
ries the possibility of pregnancy 
unless one partner has been ster- 
ilised. Can it ever be defensible 
to kill, in order to escape the 
consequences of a voluntary ac- 
tion — consequences which 
could have been avoided by ster- 
ilisation? 

Where rape has occurred, the 
difference is that intercourse was 
not voluntary, but as the result of 
a violation of the woman ’ s liber- 
ty. I think that if she desires 
termination here, she does have 
that right. The life conceived 
was not then conceived in ac- 
cordance with God’s plan of love. 

My conclusion is that there is 
no correct answer that will fit all 
situations, and that each case 
needs to be looked at on its mer- 
its. But above all, we should 
beware of making judgements 
simply on the grounds of the 
convenience of the mother or 
father, ignoring the rights of the 
unborn child. We should 
be prepared to face the con- 
sequences of our actions, 
including sexual inter- 
course. 

Alison 
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The debate continues — 25 years on 

It is 25 years since David’s Steel’s Abortion Act Even Christians disagree on the subject 
Here, The DOOR invites two Christian women to speak out 
Abortion inevitably raises strong feelings, for it involves fundamental beliefs about life and 
liberty. Hie right to life of an unborn child conflicts with women being aide to avoid the 


should come first as the articles below show. Alison and Beren are both students on a 
Diocesan Christian Training Course, and write sensitively of the dilemmas involved. 

The Church of England, according to its latest repo ri Abortion and the Church (Church 


1. believes that all human life , including life developing in the womb, is to be protected . 

2.i 


3. recognises that there are situations in which abortion can be justified. 

There remain huge questions about which situations, who decides, and the role of the law. 

C ompassion, the report says, is a vital part of the Christian response. This means sensitivity 
towards women who have had a termination, and support for women who bear an unwanted 
child or who care long-term for a severely disabled child. 

The report calls for a serious commitment to reducing the demand for abortions. Whether 
‘prodlfe’ or ^pro-choice’, Christians will share that concern — but how can it be done? 

Anne Borrowdale, Diocesan Social Responsibility Officer 


I have a friend who worked as theatre sister 
in a large hospital in the south of England. 
Because of her conscientious objection to 
abortion, she was permitted to avoid assisting the 
surgeons at abortions. But she frequently found 
herself having to prepare for operations which 
took place immediately after abortions, having to 
go into the sluice room where the aborted babies 
were macerated and disposed of. 

Her considerable distress at witnessing the minced 
remains of these babies, with recognisable fingers 
and other parts of the body, being washed down 
sinks or thrown into plastic bags, made a deep 
impression on me. The Health Department has 
now issued guidelines to ensure that all foetuses 
are incinerated, but medical and ancillary staff still 
have to see and deal with the results of the abor- 
tions they perform. 

Each year, of the 170,000 abortions performed in 
this country, more than 5,000 take place on unborn 
children between 18 and 28 weeks. At this stage of 
development the baby is perfectly performed, 
with the shape of fingernails and the eyelashes 
starting to grow. In the eyes of those who advocate 
abortion, this foetus is not a human being. But how 
can we decide when personhood begins? 

If God knows us before we were bom, and is 
intimately involved in the formation of our inward 
parts (Psalm 139); if he has a purpose for us, like 
he had for Jesus, before we were even conceived; 
and if he names and chooses us while we are in the 
womb, as he did the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah 
(Isaiah 49: 1 , Jeremiah 1 :5), then who are we to say 
that even a newly-conceived embryo is not a 



unique human being, different genetically to both 
its parents, and special and valuable to God? What 
right do we mortals have to prescribe which of 
these new beings should live and which die? 

Some people say that the quality of life of the 
expectant mother must take priority. Christian love 
and compassion do indeed compel us to take care of 
her emotional, physical and psychological needs, 
but what of the quality of life of the unborn child? 
A woman with an unwanted pregnancy can always 
give the child up for adoption, receive counselling, 
and, with the support and help which medical 
services, society and the Church should be ready to 
provide, gradually recover from the trauma of 
finding herself unexpectedly pregnant. 

The unborn child, though, has no such opportuni- 
ties. At one moment it is warm, living, growing, 
dependent upon its mother, hearing her heartbeat, 
with the potential to become a valuable member of 
society, perhaps even a specially loved or gifted 
person. At the next, it is dead — having possibly 
gone through appalling suffering in the process, for 
the act of aborting a baby may involve a bloody 
dismemberment by curette or suction tube, or the 
poisoning, burning and killing of the baby by 
injecting it with a toxic solution. 

Should ‘the suffering imposed on tjiose who are 
utterly defenceless be taken into consideration less 
than the suffering which is experienced by women 
who find themselves pregnant as a result of rape, or 
have already over-large families, violent hus- 
bands, or other difficulties in bringing up a 
child? Do two wrongs ever make a right? 

‘Beren 






etirement 
Rdmes finish 


A unique concept especially 

FOR THE RETIRED OR ELDERLY 

If you are over 60 you can choose to live 
in one of our close care apartments. 
Stockcross near Newbury is set in the 
heart of the Berkshire countryside, with- 
in two miles of the bustling market town 
of Newbury. 

DALECARE offers all the benefits of normal retirement apartments but have the 
added benefit of being alongsidee a quality nursing home. This close-care assisted 
living gives you the opportunity to live your life to the full, secure in the knowlede 
that professional help is close to hand if needed. 

This enables you to live your life independantly within your own apartment yet still 
obtain ful on-site nursing and personal care 24 hours a day, from bathing to total 
Ipi^sE^NDiTETu^^RTNFORMATioN on th”T nursing as well as assistance with chores 
close care APARTMENTS at: I suc h as catering and laundry. 

□ NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE ■ 6 J 

□ DEVIZES, WILTSHIRE 

□ ALDERLEY EDGE, CHESHIRE 

□ BOREHAM WOOD, HERTFORDSHIRE 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


[TELNO. 


DALECARE 

For more information on DALECARE 
please telephone Libby Steynes 

Tel: (0488) 38556 

STOCKCROSS, NEWBURY, 
BERKSHIRE 



DALECARE Stockcross, close care apartments. 

Bridging the care gaps 


At Dalecare we have developed a unique 
concept of retirement living to bridge the 
gap which exists between sheltered or 
warden controlled housing and the more 
conventional institutionalised living as in 
residential/nursing homes. 

The new concept called Close Care is now 
in operation at Stockcross, near Newbury 
and market Lavington, near Devizes and 
offers all the benefits of purpose built self 
contained apartments where one can be 
as independent or dependent as they wish. 
The studio and one bedroom apartments 
have fully fitted kitchen, luxury bathrooms 
to make living as comfortable as possible 
and with the reassurance that in the times 
of need all the facilities of the nursing home 
are only a bell push away. If required the 
nursing home can provide domestic help, 
catering, nursing care during periods of ill 
health or on-going nursing in your own 
apartment. 

Research shows that an increase in the 
number of people are making the move 
from their family homes to sheltered or 
warden controlled accommodation at a 


later age than the schemes were originally 
intended for. This means it is more likely 
that the resident will need some help with 
domestic or health care matters. Close 
care gives the resident the opportunity to 
avail themselves of as much or as little or 
this care as necessary without giving up 
their independence. 

Once you have made a decision to move 
into a retirement apartment you should not 
be required to move again if your health 
deteriorates. A move to Dalecare will pre- 
vent this becoming a reality. 

At Dalecare conventional sheltered hous- 
ing has been carried an important stage 
further. There is no restriction on ill health, 
on-site services include nursing, personal 
and domestic care, full laundry service, 
regular visits by GPs, physiotherapist and 
chiropody and all this at no capital outlay 
as the apartments are for rental. 

If you wish to know more about close 
care please call Libby Steynes on (0488) 
38556 at Stockcross, Newbury or Mary 
Camden on (0380) 812282 at Market 
Lavington, near Devizes. 
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Advertisement feature 


Caring for an elderly relative in a crisis. Roger Palmer, Marketing 
Manager of Country House Ltd gives an insight into what to look for in a 
quality Nursing Home. 


We all dread getting that telephone call one day to discover that an 
elderly relative for whom we care, or feel responsible for, has fallen 
over and cannot cope with living on their own any more. Panic sets in, 
what can we do? 

Clearly, the first thing to establish is the level of care needed. Nurs- 
ing Homes, as their name implies, offer full nursing care. They are reg- 


MARGARET LEWIS R.M.N. 



COUNSELLOR 

Specialist in Psychological and Interpersonal 
Problems 

Tel: Oxford (0865) 311704 

(After hours 24 hour answerphone) Absolut e Confidentiality Assured 




Do you or a relative of yours 
need home care? 

Consult Us 

for resident long term care 
of the elderly 

TEMPORARY NURSES 
COMPANIONS AND HELP hOR THE 
YOUNG ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

CONSULTUS 

SERVICES AGENCY LTD 

17 London Road Tonbridge 
Kent IN 1 0 3AB 
(0732) 355 231 352 462 

(Emp Agy) 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to 
enable the elderly and infirm to 
remain living in their own homes. 

CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. 

Fax: (0494) 671259 
(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


Ijempfon giclft Cursing Ijonti 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant vil- 
lage of Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfort- 
able surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • Ensuite facilities avail- 
able • Long or short stay • Lift to first 
floor • Full central heating • Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 



• Large attractive country house in 
3 acres of well kept grounds 

• Individual rooms, own furniture 

• Long or short stay/hoiiday breaks 

• Fees: £175 - £275 per week 


HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 

• Non-profit registered charity 

• Caring, sympathetic staff 

• Spacious public rooms 

• Quality home cooking - 
own garden produce 


Details and brochure from: 

The Warden, Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD. 

Tel: 0494 674204 


DO YOU NEED A LITTLE 
EXTRA CARE AT HOME? 

BNA can help. Call now for details of our flexible, 
cost effective homecare services: 


OXFORD 
0865 245201 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
0494 535025 


READING 
0734 586492 


Licensed by Local Authorities to supply Qualified Nurses 6 
Dept of Employment to supply all other staff 



Inter-County 



The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone: Madie Bills rgn, 
on 0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 



ICNS 


y> *5$ s 

Country iousins 

tWrgrm \ Mother* 

Employment Bureau 


HEAD OFFICE REGION 
horsham 0403 210415 
Cardiff 0222 665815 
Colchester 0206 768659 
GLASGOW 041-248 8827 
Lancaster 0524 848693 
Norwich 0603 763893 
Windsor 0753 832818 
YORK 0904 631369 

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
I0A Market Square, Horsham 
West Sussex RH12 1EX 


WHEN THE PANIC SETS IN! 


istered by the local health authority, regularly inspected and have to 
provide trained Nursing Staff at all times of the day and night as well 
as appropriate medical facilities. 

Many people are confused by the differences between Nursing and 
Residential Homes. Residential Homes offer a degree of care which is 
broadly equivalent to that which might be provided by a competent and 
caring relative, with the aid of the district nursing service. If a resident 
needs nursing care they will have to move on to a nursing home. 
Changing homes, as we all know, can be very traumatic whatever your 
age, so a move straight into a nursing home can be less stressful. 

Going into a home in itself conjures up all sorts of images and many 
relatives feel a great sense of guilt at their 
decision. Caring for an elderly relative can 
be very demanding and it is not really sur- 
prising that in a recent survey by the Car- 
ers’ National Association, two thirds of the 
carers suffered From ill health themselves 
as a result. If you decide to care for a rela- 
tive yourself, make sure you have a regular 
break from the caring. Some Nursing 
Homes offer day care which will give you 
a chance to do so shopping or have time for 
yourself or continue working if you do not 
want to give up your career. The cost of 
day care is generally between £20 and £25 
per day. Every so often, why not plan a 
complete holiday away - most homes will 
take your elderly relative for a holiday or 
short stay and it will cost no more than the 
cost of a stay in a good hotel. This can be a 
very good way of introducing the Nursing 
Home to your loved one. 

There are many factors one should take 
into account when considering the choice 

of a Nursing Home. Major items are likely to be:- convenience for vis- 
iting, affordability, quality of care (usually dependent on staffing lev- 
els and training) and food - the highlight of the day. 

The professional manner in which staff receive you as a prospective 
client, either on the telephone or when viewing, can give you an insight 
into the friendly, caring attitude your relative is likely to receive. The 
attitude of the staff to other residents and your impression of how they 
appear to be cared for, are all pointers to the quality of care on offer. 

Many elderly relatives fear they will lose their independence in a 
home but this need not be the case. When you visit a home, find out 
what rules and regulations there are. Good homes will understand how 



St Veronica Nursing Wing 
The Old Vicarage 
Moulsford, Nr Wallingford 

A high standard of Nursing Care within a happy 
atmosphere, rooms overlooking beautiful gardens. 
Short/long term stay patients 

Tel: 0491 - 651428 

for further details 


CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help - say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

OXFORD AUNTS 
CARE 

2 George Street 
Oxford OX1 2AF 
0865 791017 


Oxford, Aunts: Established 1967 (Emp / Agy) 



For all grades 
of nursing care 

10 Church St. Caversham, Reading RG4 8DZ 
Telephone (0734) 476666 


MIDLANDS REGION 
lutterworth *0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021-236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 

SOl/TH WEST REGION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
bath 0225 428438 

Salisbury 0722 421873 
yeovil 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes. 
Support for over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers. 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc. 
CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 

Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 


Telephone for full information 


F.R.E.S. Member 


important freedom of choice and independence it to their resident’s 
lifestyle. Residents should be able to control their own daily routine:- 
when they go to bed; have a bath; etc. Privacy is another important 
issue - ask to see a resident’s room and take notice of how you are 
shown in. If the person showing you rounds knocks on the door and 
then asks the residents if she/he would mind if you see their room, this 
says something about the home’s attitude to privacy. 

However, good the person in charge, remember most of the care will 
be delivered by other staff. Care assistants ysho generally have no for- 
mal training or qualifications will look after your relative’s care under 
the direction of a qualified Registered General Nurse. It is important to 
find out what sort of training those staff receive, 
and what the overall level of staff turnover is. 
High staff turnover could be the result of lack of 
training or insufficient staff to do the job proper- 
ly. If there are frequent changes this tends to 
make the home very unsettling for residents and 
not be the best place for your relative. 

Having settled into a home, a new resident 
now has every worry taken away. Without an 
enjoyable and stimulating environment where 
there is always something going on your outgo- 
ing mother or father may become bored or 
depressed. 

The best homes provide specialist activity 
centres where residents can enjoy hobbies and 
pastimes like painting, making a cake, playing 
scrabble or just the companionship of new found 
friends. Trips out of the home provide a chance 
to see the world outside. These may include vis- 
its to the theatre, the pub around the corner or to 
the local shopping centre. A good home will 
.. have a choice of social facilities, ie. a number of 
> * di lounges, a dining room because they will recog- 
nise that not everyone will get on with each other. 

Having read so far you will of course be thinking about cost but 
remember cost is relative, but you tend to get what you pay for. Staff 
are the biggest cost in running a nursing home so this is an area which 
will be cut first if costs are lower. However, the best homes are not nec- 
essarily the most expensive so take a good look around and see what 
each home has to offer before you make your choice. 

So when you get that dreaded telephone call, the prospects need not 
be nearly so bleak as you might first have thought. Help is at hand. 

Roger Palmer, Marketing Manager, Country Homes. 

Tel: 0628 781138. 




& 


SPECIALISTS IN HOME CARE FOR THE 
ELDERLY INFIRM AND DISABLED. 

Our staff are hand picked for their genuine care and 
interest in people and their needs. 

Ring Julia on 0865 881871 or Lillian on 0993 841142 

All clients recieve an assessment visit. 

> 

We are registed with Oxford Social Services and we are also 
a member of the United Kingdom Home Care Association 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, con- 
tact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show you 
around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


RETIRE 
TO LIFE 
NOT FROM IT 



O ne phone call puts you in touch with a place 
where everyone feels that they can enjoy life to 
the full whatever their needs. Situated in the 
picturesque village of Holyport. our elegant home 
offers the best possible 24 hour nursing care with a 
high ratio of staff to provide time for activities in our 
purpose built centre or just time for a friendly chat. 

You are warmly invited to come and see for yourself 
what sets our home apart. Please contact Matron. 
Maria Berkeley. 

Holyport Lodge Nursing Home 

The Green. Holyport. Maidenhead. 
Telephone: 0628 781138 


COUNTRY HOUSE 

“ Cmasindiv'uliialasyouan 
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Fun and teamwork 


The Rural Youth Work Project 
serving the Parishes of Alder- 
maston with Wasing and 
Brimpton, Bradfield with Stan- 
ford Dingley, Bucklebury with 
Marlston, and Woolhampton 
with Midgham and Beenham 
Vallence began in September 
last year. Michelle Fussell, the 
Rural Youth Worker for the 
Project reports on progress: 

“My work began with many 
weeks of talking to PCCs, 
headteachers, youth organisations 
and other interested parties, tell- 
ing people what the project is 
about and 
how it had 
been estab- 
lished. This li- 
aison is a con- 
tinuing proc- 
ess. 

“Real 
‘hands-on’ 
youth work 
has already 
begun. There 
are two new 
groups, one in 
Beenham and 
the other in 
Bucklebury, 
where the fo- 
cus is on sev- 
en-to eleven-year-olds. 

“In Beenham we have been 
working in conjunction with ‘ Ru- 
ral Recreation’ and th eNev.bury 
Weekly News reported on our 
work there. I depend on the com- 
mitted support of volunteers in 
each of these communities: with- 
out them my work would be al- 
most impossible. ‘Rural Recrea- 
tion’ work in one community for 
only ten weeks, so they will be 
moving on to Woolhampton and 
Aldermaston, which will be good 
for young people there. 

“I have also started groups for 
eleven to eighteen-year-olds in 
Bucklebury and Beenham and 
the work I am doing in schools is 
progressing well. I have regular 
commitments in both primary and 
secondary Schools, particularly 
to their assemblies and to the 
Christian Union groups . 

“The Christian Youth Fellow- 
ship group continues to grow, 
with new youngsters coming 
along at the beginning of each 
term . This group meets every oth- 
er Sunday for a Bible-based meet- 
ing and on the second Friday of 
each month for a social event. 
Part of my work with this group 


YOUNG 

DOOR 


has been to encourage the devel- 
opment of a Youth Celebration. 
The first ‘Celebration’ was held 
in November when approximate- 
ly 160 youngsters came along 
from all around for an evening of 
‘Challenge, Praise, and Worship’ . 
The second happened in January 
with speaker Mike Coe from 
‘40:3 Trust’. ” 

There is greater recognition 


these days of the need to enable 
young people to experience 
large 'gatherings’ beyond their 
parish. Michelle continues by 
describing some larger youth 
events that the project has or- 
ganised for young people. 

“We have been involved with 
an event called ‘Whose Earth?’ 
which saw a group of us travel- 
ling to Hyde Park in London and 
helping to create a ‘human map’ 
of the world. 

It was also good to be involved 


with two local all-night events 
— ‘Upside Down Inside Out’ 
and ‘It’s Life, Jim’.” (See photo) 
Michelle has also initiated 
‘Action File’ - a youth leaders’ 
information sheet which will be 
invaluable to all who are serving 
young people in this area. 

It is clear that this project is 
proving to be a very challeng- 
ing job for Michelle, so how 
does she manage to achieve all 
that she does? 

“The Project is very demand- 
ing, not only of time — 48 hours 
over six days each week, which 
I do need because I wouldn’t get 
everything 
done other- 
wise — but 
also of en- 
ergy, co-or- 
dinating 
and pulling 
things to- 
gether from 
such a 
broad area. 
Trying to 
keep every- 
one in- 
formed and 
happy, and 
trying to be 
in four 
places at 
once can be hard work too! “The 
reward comes in seeing young 
people having fun, working as 
teams, no matter what their 
differences, wanting to make a 
difference in their communities, 
sharing their faith together, and 
not being scared about stepping 
out into new areas. 

“Young people really do put 
their necks on the line for God. 
That’s why it’s so exciting work- 
ing with them. Please pray for 
me and the work of the project.” 


Sailing with 
Morning Star 

This summer sees a new opportunity being offered to young people in 
the Diocese of Oxford who are aged between 16 and 18. The Morning 
Star is a sail-training ship based in Chatham and we are searching for 
a crew to guide her from May 29 - June 5 1993. 

Do you have young people in your parish, not necessarily involved 
with the Church or its youth group, who would benefit from this 
experience and like to learn to sail as part of a ship’s crew? If so then 
contact Peter Ball, The Diocesan Youth Adviser, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. Telephone: 0865 244566. 
Remember they don’t have to have sailed before and they won’t need 
expensive ‘gear’ . But they will have a brilliant time with the Revd 
David Me Dougall who will be leading the group and the adventure. 



- 



Hi there , 

Once more we are journeying 
through Lent, that time of the 
Christian year when we remem- 
ber Jesus in the wilderness* or 
desert (Matthew 4: 1-3) This 
desert is believed to be the Desert 
of Judea which lies between Je- 
rusalem and the Dead Sea. 

When anyone mentions a desert, 
we think of large areas of land 
where nothing grows and where 
it is usually scorching hot during 
the day and bitterly cold at night, 
and where water is always in short 
supply. 

I can remember seeing a Walt 
Disney film called ‘The Living 
Desert’, and I was fascinated to 
find oilt how much can live in a 
desert - both plants and animals - 


and how many of God’s crea- 
tures can actually exist in what to 
us are dreadful conditions. 

As I have grown up, I have 
found out more about deserts. It 
is known that even in the largest 
deserts, dried vegetation carried 
by the wind supports a small pop- 
ulation of insects! These provide 
food for lizards, spiders and scor- 
pions. 

You might be wondering what 
this has got to do with Lent. Jesus 
was led into the desert where he 
was tempted by the Devil. We 
may also sometimes feel that we 
are in a kind of desert if we are 
lonely or if everything seems to 
be going wrong, and we find it 
hard to pray to God. But just as 
there are animals, insects and 


plants living even in the worst 
kind of desert, so in our difficul- 
ties there is life. If we believe in 
God then that life is Jesus and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes we may need to look 
carefully for that life. Sometimes 
God gives us a surprise and we 
see something we didn’t even re- 
alise was there. Lent is about deep- 
ening our understanding of God- 
and of each other in Jesus. Can we 
find new meanings and experi- 
ences in our everyday life just like 
the unexpected life in the desert? 
Good hunting. 

Roger Fray 

# Pictured below left is a model 
you can make for Lent 
You will need: 

Thin card or thick paper 
Coloured pencils, felt tips or 
crayons 

Scissors or a sharp craft knife 
(only to be used when an adult is 
with you!). 

How to make the model : 

1 Draw a picture like (a) or make 
up your own picture of a desert in 
the time of Jesus on the card. 

2 Cut pairs of slits at various plac- 
es along the desert path as shown 
in (a). How many slits you make 
is up to you. 

3 As you discover more about 
God the Father, Jesus or the Holy 
Spirit or find out more about what 
believing in Jesus means to you 
write down your experience on a 
long strip of paper (c), narrow 
enough to slide through the slits 
you have made . The sort of thing 
you might write could be a dis- 
covery about creation, or finding 
out that helping someone you 
wouldn’t normally help is fun. or 
perhaps you did something spe- 
cial at church which meant a lot to 
you. 

4 Thread your strip through th^ 
slits (b) so that the written part is 
hidden and the blank part looks 
like a bit of desert. Then — ‘sur- 
prise!’ — suddenly on your jour- 
ney you pull the tab and outcomes 
that bit of ‘life’. So the picture 
becomes a record of your unex- 
pected discoveries in the desert 
during Lent. You can record as 
many as will fit in! 




EXPERTS 


SHED AND FENCING SERVICES 

WINTER OFFER 


ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 

Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 

i 

i 

SHEDS FENCING PANELS 

3 x6' overlap £129 6 ' x6 ' £7.95 

3'x6‘ T.G. £168 6‘x5' £7.45 

IO'x8'T.G. £265 6'x4' £6.95 

All sizes available 6'x3' £6.45 


DELIVERED FREE (orders over £60) • FENCE ERECTION SERVICE 

FOR C.O.D. ORDERS OR BROCHURE RING: 

0527 579874 


A J HIBBERD 

PREMIER BUILDERS 

Lt)oking for a reliable builder? 

Look no further for: 

★ Extensions 

★ Garages ★ Alterations 

★ Kitchen fitting 

★ Decoration ★ Patios 

★ Property Maintenance 

★ In fact, any building work 

Quality is assured and guaranteed. 

For a sensible free estimate call: 

ALAN on 0256 477659 or Mobile 0831 376169 

| 

k 
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FIONA 

jP * PRESTON 

1 Soft Furnishings Specialist 

JR ★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
l VL\ * Bed covers and canopies 

) \ ★ Cushion covers, etc 

A 1 JA Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 

Free estimates day or evening 

pr Please tel. (0491 ) 680508 


t 



THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 


The Answer To Your Roof Problctns 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling— We don't need to, our personal service, 
friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples A typical slated terraced house tg^ 
re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 which includes — * 

• All your existing roof removed • Rafters treated with wood preserve 

• New under-slating felt fitted • Pressure treated battens fixed 

• High quality slate substitutes fixed • New lead battens fixed 

• A 25-year guarantee against leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on a terraced house, tor ! 
example, replacing or refixing up to 15 states is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat root can cost as little as £200 — 

• All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer built up flat roofing system fixed p 
• A full 1 0-year guarantee against leakage • Quality workmanship — next to none. 

• All work to full British Standards t A full detailed quotation supplied free and without 
obligation. 

References can be supplied from many satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 
WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies In Your Best Interest 
NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of VAT 
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Advertisement feature 


® Sheffie ld Funerals 

I -ist. 

152 HIGH STREET, AYLESBURY. 0296 82160 

or Dial 100 and ask for... 

'FREEPHONE FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL 
SERVICES’ 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
PREPAID 

PLANS AVAILABLE 
YOUR PRIVATE FUNERAL SERVICE 



' For beautiful Memorials 
and Highest Quality Sculp- 
ture x" 

contact 

F & G BUTLER 

All types of stone available 

Bicester’s only resident 
Monumental Masons 

Compare our prices with others 

CLEANING EXPERTS 

^Banbury Road, Bicester. Telephone 252703 or 246797/ 




Wright 

GREAT MISSENDEN 

Funeral Directors 

ESTABLISHED OVER 90 YEARS 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plan available 

H J & A WRIGHT LTD, 106 HIGH STREET, GREAT 
MISSENDEN, BUCKS HP16 0BE 
Fax: (02406) 8817 

GREAT MISSENDEN 3101/7 



COPING WITH BEREAVEMENT 


FUNERAL 

PLANNING 

T he uncertainty that, when the need arises, (as it 
inevitably must) relatives and friends will accu- 
rately recall and interpret your wishes and that 
there will be sufficient funds immediately available to 
cover the cost of funeral arrangements is a concern that 
at some time will become familiar to us all. 

It is a common misconception that a Will takes care of all these details 
and whilst it is important that a Will is made to ensure your estate is settled 
as you intend, remember that a Will is not normally reviewed until after the 
funeral arrangements have been carried out. 

Increasing numbers of Funeral Directors nationwide now regard funeral 
planning as an integral part of their services. Pre-paid Funeral Plans are 
already established as a caring and responsible way of making funeral 
arrangements in the U.S.A., Europe and Australia and are now available in 
the U.K. 

Golden Charter Pre-paid Funeral Plans allow you to select the funeral 
arrangements and Funeral Director of your choice with the added benefit of 
being inflation proof with the cost fixed at today’s price. 

Few people realise the difficulty of making decisions immediately fol- 
lowing the loss of a loved one, and unless they have been involved in mak- 
ing arrangements before exactly how many decisions must be made and 
how little time there is available to collect the necessary information. “If 
only we had talked about this and clarified arrangements beforehand” is a 
comment often made to Funeral Directors by bereaved families. 

With families living ever further apart and in some cases moving aboard 
it is not unusual for children or relatives to purchase a Plan on behalf of an 
elderly or infirm relative or parent. 

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans are not normally regarded as 
forming part of a persons assets or estate and therefore in some circum- 
stances may enable the Plan holder to claim benefits for which they may 
otherwise not quality. 

It is important to distinguish between Pre-Paid Funeral Plans and Insur- 
ance based Funeral Expenses Plans. Insurance based Plans do not detail 
your funeral arrangements nor do they guarantee to cover the cost. When 
selecting a Pre-Paid Funeral Plan it is important to establish the following:- 

1. Are you able to select the Funeral Director and the funeral arrange- 
ments of your choice. 

2. Is the Plan nationally available, and transferable should you wish to 
move home. 

3. Are you able to pre-pay for all of the arrangements selected with no 
more to pay at the time of need. 


4. Is the Funeral Plan Company’s Trust Fund a separate legal entity over- 
seen by Independent Actuaries. 

5. Does the Plan guarantee that should the inevitable occur whilst on hol- 

iday or visiting family or friends within mainland U.K. your arrangements 
will be carried out by your selected Funeral Director without incurring fur- 
ther costs. * 

Above all a Pre-Paid Funeral Plan provides peace of mind for yourself 
and your family, that whenever and wherever the need occurs everything 
has been taken care of. 

WRITING 
A WILL 

T here are a number of very common misconcep- 
tions about Will-making, which I am always glad 
to have the opportunity to draw to people’s atten- 

tion:- 

Did you know that if a spouse dies without making a Will, the survivor 
may not inherit the whole of his estate? This can have serious practical 
implications where the house stands in the sole name of the spouse who has 
died. 

Did you know that if you marry (or remarry), any earlier Will is auto- 
matically revoked? 

It is not expensive to make a Will. True, it will probably cost you more 
than it would have done ten years ago, but doesn’t everything? llie charm 
of the quill pen has gone, but so has its speed of delivery. Sophisticated 
office machinery means that a Will can now be prepared in days not weeks. 
Few cost more than £100 and some as little as £60. 

Preparing Wills, however simple, is a skilled job. A homemade Will can 
lead to argument, ill will and expense. 

There are particular situations where a Will is essential:- 
Where the matrimonial home is in the sole name of one spouse only, for 
the reason outlined above. 

If you are single with no immediate family. A Will will save the compli- 
cation and expense of tracing long-lost relatives whom the law would pre- 
sume as beneficiaries unless you named others. 

Where partners live together as Husband and Wife but are not married. 
When there is a second marriage and either party already has children of 
his or her own. 

If you want to make a legally-enforcable gift to charity. 

If you are worries that there might be argument, particularly over per- 
sonal possessions. You may want your next of kin to inherit the estate, but 
by making a Will you have an opportunity to name as Executors the people 
you think will be best at distributing fairly. 


By Jayne Dimick 
Darby’s Solicitors, 
Oxford 




Sawyer 

Funeral Service 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW 

Telephone (Day or Night): MARLOW 483331 

Private Chapels of Rest. A Family Business Rolls-Royce Fleet 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 

Tel: 0734 814420 

(24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 

Golden Charter Prepayment Plan (ask for details) 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 
Tel: (0635) 868444 

(24 hours) 



The most 
thoughtful 
decision 
you'll ever 
make 

Don't leave your family and friends uncertain of your wishes 


GOLDEN CHARTER PLANS GUARANTEE 

Acceptance irrespect ive of age or health plus : 


• Funeral Director • Funeral Plan 

• Flexible Payment Options • 

• Plan fixed at today’s price - 

no matter how much costs rise 

• From over 1,000 Independent 
Family Funeral Directors offices 

• Knowing everything is taken care 
of and the arrangements secure . 


I'O RECEIVE OUR FREE BROCHURE Wi l l 1 PRICE DET AILS 

FREEPHONE 0800 833 800 


or post completed coupon (no stamp required) to: 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
FREEPOST, LONDON NW1 OYP 

Your local Independent Family Funeral Director will be pleased 
to advise you. Please contact our Freephone number for details 

i Recommended by the Society of Allied and Independent Funeral Directors (SJAI.F.) 1 

POST CODE TEL. NO | 

By using this advertisement to make families aware of our services it is inevitable that * I 

I we reach homes in which, there is illness or sorrow. If this is so please accept our sincere apologies I 


ALL ENQUIRIES TREATED IN THL STRICTEST CONFIDENCE 



r/EDWARD\ 
CARTER 

Funeral Directors 


Ai 

% 


OMMITMENT 
with 
OMPASSION 


24 hour service 
DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 

A private, family -■ — 

business, upholding ^| 
the traditional values , 
of dignity and respect " 

Pre-paid Funeral Plan 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon, 
Oxon OX14 IQS 
(0235)528293/520958/ 


CAMP HOPSON 

INCORPORATING ARTHUR CHIVERS 

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

■ 24 HOUR SERVICE 

■ PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 

■ OWN PREPAYMENT PLANS 



Telephone 

(0635) 522210 

Camp Hobson & Company Ltd 
6-12 Northbrook Street 
Newbury, Berks. RG13 IDN 
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HERITAGE & SONS LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS 

AYLESBURY 28638 
WINSLOW 713341 
BUCKINGHAM 813188 
HIGH WYCOMBE 525315 

167 BICESTER ROAD, AYLESBURY 

% Ask about our Golden Charter Prepaid Funeral Plans jT 


DARBYS 

SOLICITORS 


Have you made a Will? 

People who do not record their wishes by not mak- 
ing a Will often unintentionally cause unnecessary 
cost, distress and even hardship at the worst possible 
time to those they leave behind. 

Facing the responsibility of making a Will can be 
uncomfortable and all too easy to put off. But actu- 
ally doing sols easy, quick and inexpensive. Having 
done so is tremendously valuable, not just for its 
practical effects but also for peace of mind. 

If you have not yet made a Will, don’t just think 
about it — take the responsible decision. Call Jayne 
Dimmick or Helen Ray at Darbys on (0865) 247294. 

50 New Inn Hall Street, 

Oxford OX1 2DN 



CRUSE 

BEREAVEMENT 

CARE 


Oxford Cruse offers all bereaved per- 
sons support, a listening ear, coun- 
selling and social activities with sep- 
arate programmes for Witney, 
Wantage, Abingdon and Bicester. 

Tel, write or call in, 
Wesley Memorial Hall 
New Inn Hall St 
Oxford. 

Tel: 245398. 

Office Mon-Fri. 10-2pm 


tftir>< door 


APRIL EDITION 

will feature 

• RETIREMENT 

• DISABILITY 

• RETREATS 

• WHAT’S ON and 
WHERE TO GO 

to advertise telephone 

(0865) 880505 NOW 
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COPING WITH BEREAVEMENT 


CHOSEN HERITAGE 
FUNERAL PLANS 

— SIMPLE , SENSIBLE & GUARANTEED 


For a personally conducted 
FUNERAL or CREMATION 
at reasonable cost 

PRIVATE CHAPEL CF REST 
DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE 

R. J. Tyrrell 

21 Lamboume Crescent, Bicester 
Telephone 252888 

(50 YEARS EXPERIENCE) 


C hosen Heritage are aware that in the 
past, surprise has been expressed at 
the concept of pre-arranged funerals. 
But now that over 47,000 people have 
become members, most people realise that it 
makes financial sense and it gives them peace of 
mind. 

Not all funeral plans are the same. Chosen Heritage mem- 
bers enjoy several special benefits and safeguards. It is the 
original scheme of its kind and is now the largest and longest 
established plan. Recommended by the national charity Age 
Concern, Chosen Heritage offer an absolute guarantee that if 
you join now at today’s prices, whenever the need arises the 
funeral you have selected will be provided, regardless of 
costs at that time. Chosen Heritage were selected ‘best buy’ 
in a recent well known consumer survey. 


In these trouble times many people ask whether their 
money is safe. With Chosen Heritage all the money is placed 
directly into a trust fund with Barclays Bank as Custodian 
Trustee. The money is kept in the trust fund and only paid to 
the Funeral Director after the funeral. 

The choice of funeral is a very personal decision. Some 
people want a very simple funeral, whilst others feel that 
more elaborate arrangements are called for. Chosen Heritage 
understand this and have a choice of three different plans. 
Their literature explains clearly and in details, exactly what 
is provided in each plan. No interview is necessary. 

One thing which is assured, which ever Funeral Plan is 
chosen, it will be carried out exactly according to the mem- 
bers wishes and their loved ones will be spared both the 
worry and the expense. For further information, contact 
Chosen Heritage, Freepost, East Grinstead, RH19 1ZA, 
Freephone 0800 525555. 



David Silvey & Son Ltd 

Funeral Directors 

Westbourne Street, High Wycombe 

Telephone 0494 529193 

By day and for night emergency service 

DIGNITY IN DESTINY 

Pre-Payment Funeral plan Available 


Lifecare Services 


The Will Specialists 


“Making a Will is the most important step 
in protecting the future of your loved ones” 


Have your Will written 
at your own home at a 
time to suit you 


LOW FIXED PRICES 
Plus concessions for 
pensioners 


Contact Carolyn Marrow on 0865 741345 or 0235 770431 


E. FENNEMORE & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS EST. OVER 100 YEARS 
ft family business offering a airing reverent service day and nig fit 
throughout Milton %_eynes and surrounding area. 
Worf^carried out to a very high standard. 

32 Western Road, Bletchley. Tel: Milton Keynes 690060 
19 Scott Drive, Newport Pagnell. Tel: Milton Keynes 211669 
Also at Olney. Tel: 0234 713648 
Private Chapel - Memorials Erected 


SOLE FUNERAL SERVICE 

Personal Service from a 
Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorial design and supplied to any area 
from our brochure. 

Tel: 0608-644112, any hour 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD 


Private Family Business 
911 London Road, Loudwater, High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 47572 

and 38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

Tel: (0753) 891892 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD 


P. L. BARRETT H. J. KNAPP 

8 1 Ock Street 2-4 Church Street 

ABINGDON WANTAGE 

Tel: Abingdon 520808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons, 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE-PAYMENT SCHEME 


CO-OPERATIVE 

Huneeol Smkt 

Offices and Chapels of Rest 
HENDRED STREET, 

OXFORD ROAD, 

COWLEY, OXFORD 
Telephone: OXFORD 
(0865) 748855 

Also at 

21a West St Helens Street, Abingdon. 

Tot- n9aA-AAaARQ 

6 The Market Place, Didcot. Tel: 0235-512266 
8 High Street, Thame. Tel: 0844-260067 
The Cemetery Lodge, Tower Hill, Witney. 
Tel: 0993-706778 

Our fully Trained and Competent Staff are available to 
deal with all problems that arise in a bereavement 





BROMLEY & 
W SON 

Funeral Directors 

145 Magdalen Road 
Telephone 
Oxford 792227 

24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
service guarantee. 

Monumental Mason 

Funeral Director 
Stanley Totton 


K. Y. GREEN 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

29 CAMBRIGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
Aylesbury (02%) 82041 (24 Hour service) 
Established 200 Years 

Still a Real Family Business 
Private Chapel of Rest 
at 

Marsh Road, Little Kimble 

Incorporates the Funeral Services of Frank Wood 
Ltd, Wendover, and K. V. King of Aston Clinton 


FORGET ABOUT FUNERAL 

COSTS! 

CnosaiOieritt 

LIMITED 


tfl I L)C DOOR 


' is seen by 

200,000 readers 
in Bucks, Berks, Wilts and 
Oxon 

To advertise tel: 

0865 880505 


FISHER + 
TOWNSEND 

(Funeral Direc-| 
tors) 

Office and Chapel of Rest 

81 High Street 
Witney 

Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 
Manager — 

Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 
9 am -5 pm 

Now open on Satur- 
day 9-12 



Faulkners 

SOLICITORS 

For advice and help with 
Wills, Probate and all Property 
and Family Matters. 

2nd Floor, 

Westgate Centre 
Oxford 

Telephone: 

( 0865) 724977 



Guaranteed funeral plans from 
Chosen Heritage provide the 
sensible, thoughtful alternative 
to an insurance policy - one that 
ensures your wishes will be 
carried out, eases the burden for 
family and friends and beats 
inflation. 

It’s a sobering thought that in 1976 
the average funeral cost was £166. 
In 1992 it was £1040. Even if 
inflation is only at 7% a year this 
would cost £3071 in 15 year’s time. 


CHOSEN HERITAGE’S FUNERAL PLAN 

• puts you in control 

• guarantees the details you want at today’s price 

• holds that price forever 

• gives you a choice of 3 different plans, from 

£750 fully indusive_______ — ~ 

“I’m a fairly sensible ^^tlngmorb^Now, thanks to 
leave everything sorted out as 1 want, and 
Chosen Hentage, l know ^ ^ ^ m 

paid for. 1 can t »«torge w - 

— For further details call FREE on 

FREEPHONE 0800 525 555 

or complete and return the coupon below - it’s FREEPOST so you don’t need a stamp 



CUSTODIAN TRUSTEE: 

BARCLAYS BANK PLC 


1 

1 

Please send me your brochure, with no obligation. 

Name 

A-DO 02 1 
RECOMMENDED 

1 

1 

Address 

BY 

m 1 

1 


AGE* ; 

1 

1 

Pnsfmde 


1 

CHOSEN HERITAGE, FREEPOST, EAST GRINSTEAD RH19 1ZA. 

^ i 
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Surviving family life 


H aving children brings 
out the worst in you — 
or perhaps it only brings 
you face to face with reality. To 
be a mother is to fail daily, and 
Christians can have an unrealis- 
tic vision of family life. Such 
false expectations will inevita- 
bly bring disillusionment and 
bitterness. 

In Motherhood and God (Ge- 
offrey Chapman, 1984 but still in 
print) Margaret Hebblethwaite 


recounts her own experiences as 
a mother of three young chil- 
dren. After a certain amount of 
difficulty in conceiving, followed 
by a happy pregnancy and a nor- 
mal delivery, both Margaret and 
Peter Hebblethwaite delighted 
in their first son. Margaret even 
managed to co-write a book on 
theology during Dominic’s first 
year of life. 

Shortly after this, she conceived 
a second child; the plan was that 
the two children would be close 
enough in age to be good com- 
panions. After an unexpected 
(but happy) home delivery, 
things started to go wrong. Do- 


minic began to display all the 
classic signs of a bad case of 
sibling rivalry, exacerbated by 
the fact that his father had to go 
abroad suddenly. “Baby in, Dad- 
dy out, was not a happy combi- 
nation for a child less than two 
years old...” 

The image of Christian family 
life seems to have been shat- 
tered. The difficulties that Mar- 
garet Hebblethwaite describes 
are like those experienced by 


every mother at some time or 
other, to a greater or lesser de- 
gree, but they are described hon- 
estly and vividly. At one point 
she admits: “I grew to hate chil- 
dren”. God seemed far away. 
We’ve all been there, and it is 
often at this low point that the 
effort of prayer becomes too 
much, and is abandoned for the 
duration. 

Margaret Hebblethwaite didn’t 
take this path; instead, she start- 
ed to work on her prayer life, 
directed by her husband in the 
Spiritual Exercises of St Igna- 
tius. Gradually, she began to re- 
forge her image of God, not by 


BOOKSTALL 


escaping from the trials of fam- 
ily life, but by finding God in the 
joyful and painful realities of 
motherhood. 

Until I read this book I imag- 
ined that a retreat necessitated 
physical absence from the wor- 
ries of everyday life - some- 
times impracticable for a mother 
with young children. Margaret 
tells how a ‘retreat’ carried out in 
short periods at home, despite 
constant interruption (for exam- 
ple when the children caught 
whooping cough!) gradually 
changed her, until she realised 
“my faith had moved from my 
head to my heart”. 

Most new and expectant moth- 
ers are avid readers of accounts 
of other women ’ s experiences of 
birth and family life, and it is on 
this level alone that Motherhood 
and God succeeds. Margaret 
Hebblethwaite obviously pos- 
sesses an intellectual capacity 
and tenacity to which few of us 
could aspire, but her simple style 
and grasp of the realities of fam- 
ily life make her insights into the 
nature of God accessible to eve- 
ryone. 

Lesley Wood is the Mothers ’ 
Union Diocesan Young Fami- 
lies chairman. 


When the children have got whooping cough 
or a bad case of sibling rivalry, God can 
seem very far away. Lesley Wood 
recommends a book for mothers (and 
fathers) struggling to reconcile their faith 
with the harsher realities of family life 


Light in the darkness 


Here to stay (Edited by Phyllis Thompson, Lion 
Books £3.99) is a collection of four short stories by 
women with West Indian roots. They introduce us 
to a world that may be new to us: that of Afro- 
Caribbean women in England. 

It is a world where the mothers who came over 
from Jamaica some time in the 40s or 50s, full of 
hope and stories of the ‘streets paved with gold’. 
They found streets that were grey and cold, and 
people as unwelcoming and as cold as the rain. 
However, they found strength in their Church. 

We are introduced to women and their husbands 
(although they stay mainly in the background) who 


have brought up their children in this country. 
Many of the younger women have rebelled against 
the Church, but find life is hard and cruel and are 
called back, if not at first to Christ, at least to a 
community of ‘brothers and sisters’ which under- 
stands their particular problems, and which they 
see as an extension of their home. 

And when the daughters return, they find not only 
a companionship which echoes the warmth of 
family life back in the Caribbean, but also a com- 
munity full of the living Holy Spirit which ripples 
through the Pentecostal congregation and erupts in 
shouts of “Praise the Lord!” 



Following Jesus 


With 60,000 copies of the first edition of Fol- 
lowing Jesus (£2.99) sold, success is practical- 
ly guaranteed for the Bible Reading Fellow- 
ship’s new edition of its introduction to the 
Christian faith for 11-13 year-olds. 

The book, written by James Jones and illus- 
trated by Taffy, tackles questions such as 
‘What is faith?’ and ‘How do I start following 
Jesus?’ and is a very practical and accessible 


WKKtm 

way of leading the young and the not-so young, 
into a living faith. Each question is explained 
in a simple way, illustrated with a cartoon (see 
the one above), and accompanied by a Bible 
reading and a prayer. Following Jesus is the 
first in a series of 12 titles, all in the same 
format, which focus on the person and teach- 
ing of Jesus. The next two titles, Serving Jesus 
and Praying with Jesus are already available. 


Creature discomforts 


I t is difficult for the individu- 
al Christian who believes that 
all sentient beings have the 
right to live out their lives in 
peace, and to be treated with 
respect and compassion, to un- 
derstand how any fellow Chris- 
tian can justify shooting, hunt- 
ing, or cruelly confining any oth- 
er creature for pleasure or ex- 
ploitation. 

Historically, there has been a 
relatively tiny canon of litera- 
ture (as it stands within the vast- 
ness of published Christian the- 
ology) which deals with the the- 
ology of animal rights — or even 
our moral responsibility towards 
other creatures. 

Only in the last 20 years or so 
has our treatment of animals be- 
come a subject for extensive the- 
ological consideration. 

A man who has spent many 
years crusading to awaken the 
Church’s conscience in this re- 
spect is the Revd Professor An- 
drew Linzey, who recently took 
up a senior research fellowship 
at Mansfield College, Oxford, 
sponsored by the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare, to 
study the theological and ethical 


aspects of animal rights. One of 
his most recent contributions has 
been the foreword to a slim vol- 
ume on fur trapping and the fur 
trade, published by the pressure 
group Lynx, entitled Cruelty and 
Christian Conscience — Bishops 
Say No To Fur . The Bishop of 
Oxford is one of 40 bishops list- 
ed who have pledged never to 
wear or buy fur. 

Andrew Linzey points out that 
Christian teaching has always 
been of God as Creator, of the 
value and worth of fellow crea- 
tures made by God, and of the 
responsibilty of human beings 
as stewards of God ’ s world. Great 
movements against animal cru- 
elty in the 1 8th and 19th centuries 
- including the founding of the 
RSPCA - were inspired and led 
by Christians. 

Modem Christians, he says, 
may disagree about the morality 
of eating meat, or ‘managing’ 
wildlife “...but if there can be a 
common Christian view about 
animal exploitation it is this: 
cruelty is where we must draw 
the line.” He writes: “If there is 
to be progressive disengagement 
from cruelty to animals, it has to 


start where people can effectively 
make choices.” 

Thus I find it disappointing and 
disillusioning that the General 
Synod failed to uphold the Arch- 
deacon of Colchester’s motion 
to ban hunting and intensive 
farming on Church land. 

Andrew Linzey has also edit- 
ed, together with his friend and 
collaborator Professor Tom Re- 
gana. Compassion for Animals , 
a collection of readings and 
prayers. 

It is an invaluable source of 
material for those leading wor- 
ship at services of thanksgiving 
for pets, or for school assemblies 
or simply for private reading and 
reflection. 

Copies are available for only 
50p (including p&p). The origi- 
nal price on publication bySPCK 
in 1988 was £2.95), from Ox- 
ford Vegetarians, c/o 57 Shar- 
land Close, Grove, Wantage, 
Oxon, OX12 OAF. 

Carmen Smith 
Carmen Smith is Press Officer 
for an animal welfare charity 
based in Oxfordshire. She is 
also a Reader in the Church of 
England. 


CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 


SERVICES 


FRAMING 

Pictures, Tapestries, Embroidery, 
Certificates, Mirrors framed to 
suit your requirements. 

For further details contact: 
Derek Pepper, Bell Cottage, Bell 
Lane, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 0QD or 
Phone 0491 39228 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON- 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 523978. Somer- 
set House, 145 London Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP1 1 1 BT. 


LEAFLETS!! Have you thought 
about leaflets inside this newspa- 
per? You can reach your target by 
area and by any amount! Cover 
Bucks or Berks or Oxon — or all of 
them in one go! For more details 
telephone: David Holden on (0865) 
880505 (Leaflet Distribution). 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


A Man for all Seasons by Robert 
Bolt performed at Christ the Corner- 
stone, Milton Keynes. March 25th - 
27th tickets 24 and £3. Tel 0908 
230622 or 682682 


ACCOUNTANT. Qualified, experi- 
enced. All business and personal. 
Affordable fees. Richard Bonshor 
0280 812388. 


TOWER CLOCK SPECIALIST 


A J Nicholls MBHI 

Horological Engineer 





0272 446276 

Unit 3, 74 Oak Road 
Horfield, Bristol 
BS7 8RZ 


Old clocks conserved 
New clocks commissioned 
Autowinders and night silencing 


> 


St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 


BIBLES 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

A.S.B.'S 

CHILDREN S BOOKS 
DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 
'SPECIAL' 
ORDERS 


AT YOUR SERVICE 
ACROSS THE 
DIOCESE 


57c St Clements 
Oxford 
OX4 1AG 
Tel: (0865) 247567 


63-65 High Street 
Great Missenden, Bucks 
HP16 0AA 
Tel: (02406) 2168 


GREETING CARDS 
POSTERS 

CASSETTES A C.D. S 
FRAMED PICTURES 
STATIONERY 
JEWELLERY etc. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead, Berks 
SL6 1EE 

Tel: (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 

Milton Keynes, Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel: (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP11 2QA 
Tel: (0494) 22004 


TARGETTED Leaflet Distribution — 
Cover three counties through the 
Church with a leaflet insertion inside 
this newspaper. Reach the people 
YOU want to read at VERY reason- 
able Tates. For more details contact 
Door Leaflet Distribution on (0865) 
880505. 


HOLIDAYS 


PARMA “Family Guest House”, 
NEWQUAY. Five mins beautiful, 
safe sandy beaches. Graham and 
Roy Looker offer family welcome, 
personal service to you and children. 
B&B very reasonable rates. Fire cer- 
tificate, tea/coffee facilities, hair dry- 
ers in rooms, picnic boxes, evening 
baby sitter. 0637 850408. 


FLORIDA 

TO RENT: LUXURY 4-BEDR00M VILLA 

- a large fully self contained villa 

- private heated swimming pool 

- fully air conditioned 

- master bedroom with en-suite roman 
bathroom 

- new property, built April 1992 

- approximately 1/4 acre gardens 

- secluded and wooded location 

- communal tennis courts 

- communal swimming pool (in addition to 
private pool) 

- dose to major attractions (Disney World, Sea 
World, Universal Studios, etc) 

PLEASE PHONE: 

0344 - 28475 

EVENINGS PREFERRED 


WORLDWIDE 
★ TRAVEL ★ 


Exclusive low fares for 
Missionary Societies, Churches 
and Independent Travellers from 
appointed RAPT1M Agent. 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 Eversholt Street. 
London NW1 IBP. 

Tel: 071 387 4933 
ABTA* LATA* Fax: 071 387 1090 


ISRAEL^ 

THE HOLY LAND 

join St Catherine’s Church 
Bournemouth 
Special Pilgrimage 

3-16 June 1993 

£885.00 

Titan Travel Groups 

0737 760033 


A VK 


Airtours 


»> 


HEADLANDS HOTEL AA/RAC** 

Ashley Courtenay and Les Routiers recommended 

ENJOY A SHORT BREAK 

Where Snowdonia meets the sea. Superb views and renowned cuisine 
Ideal for busy churchworkers Monday - Friday £112.00 

Magnificent views of sea and Snowdonia, relax and enjoy Headlands, quiet elegance 
Telephone today for a brochure Llandudno (0492) 877485. 


CHRISTIAN SINGLES 

1993 Holidays — 

Home and Abroad 

Weekend Houseparties — Retreats. New 
Friends. Social Events. Fellowship. 
Details: 

Christian Friendship Fellowship 
Dept DSH/A127, Edenthorpe Don- 
caster. 



THE ABBEY 


SUTTON COURTENAY 
Oxon 0X14 4AF 
Tel: (0235) 847401 

MARCH 16th -18th 

Gardening and Meditation retreat. 

The Abbey Community 
MARCH 20th 
Hoping for the Kingdom. 

Day workshop with Michael Elliott 
MARCH 21st 

Present Reality and the Future of Nature. 
A quiet day for reflection and prayer led 
by Audrey Bryant 

APRIL 2nd - 4th 

From Inner Awareness to Outer Health. 
Weekend workshop with Karen Sussman 
and Rev. Philip Roderick. 

NORFOLK, Sandringham area. Sea- 
side holiday chalet to let, (sleeps 
4/5). Regret no pets. 0753 863934. 


Somerton , Mid-Somerset 
Self-catering 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE 

Sleeps five, situated just off Market 
Square of attractive small town in 
lovely countryside with easy access to 
coast. 

For details 

Phone: 0865 63909 
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Small school, big heart 


Shefford CoE Primary School has fewer than a hundred pupils, yet 
is continually looking for ways to raise money for people less fortunate 
than themselves. During the last academic year more than £1000 was 
raised to buy a guide dog for a blind person. 

Current fundraising efforts include collecting clothes for children 
in Croatia, and helping animals caught in the aftermath of the oil 
spillage off the Shetland coast 

Children from Woodlands class, led by Claire Soles, 9, recently 
organised a coin trail. Alex Howe and Robert Hearne, both aged 11, 
drew a large-scale map of Britain in their play area, and children 
brought in £48- worth of coins to place around the outline. The money 
will be sent to the RSPCA to help sick animals in the Shetlands. 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD. Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Communion. 10am Matins. 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist. 6pm Evensong. Week- 
days: 7. 1 Sam Matins. 7.35am Holy Com- 
munion. 6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Evensong 5.35pm and Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

SPIRIT LEVEL is broadcast every Sun- 
day morning between 7am and 9am on 
BBC Radio Oxford (95.2FM). The pro- 
gramme features music, news and views 
from local churches. Thought For the 
Day may be heard each weekday morn- 
ing at 7.57am in the Oxford AM pro- 
gramme. 

MARCH 

Mon 1 - Sun 14 OXFORD. A Day- 
spring to the Dimness of us: exhibition of 
paintings for Lent by Nina Strudwick at 
St Giles’ Church. Open 12-2 weekdays, 
2-5pm weekends. 

Mon 1 BEACONSFIELD. FuU Gospel 
Business Men’s Fellowship dinner 7pm 
—at White Hart Hotel, with speaker Daniel 
Schwass, from Dusseldorf. The loss of 
Daniel’s first child brought him back to 
God; he now has a powerful deliverance 
ministry. Bookings: Bob Sutton on 0494 
874689. 

Mon 1 OXFORD. Rehearsals for ‘In his 
presence’ by Roger Major commence at 
7.45pm at St Clements Family Centre, 
Cross Street. Details Martin Cox (0865) 
774254. 

Sat 3 WINDSOR Parish Church. Wind- 
sor Royal Free Singers’ Spring Concert 
at 7.30pm .Tickets £7.50/£5. Ring 0753 
855173. 

Wed 3. UXBRIDGE Bishop Michael 
Marshall speaks on ‘Mission quite possi- 
ble’ at The Nave. Windsor St at 12.40pm. 
Wed 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 OXFORD. At 
St Giles’: a series of talks on The Mar- 
riage of Heaven and Earth: Themes from 
St John’s Gospel by Stephen Vemey at 
12.30pm followed by lunch at 1pm. 

Fri 5 Women’s World Day of Prayer. 
Services at many churches including in 
Oxford: 10am Botley Baptist Church, 
7.30pm St Andrew’s Botley, 7pm T em- 
ple Cowley United Reformed Church, 
2.30pm St James Cowley, 10.30am St 
Andrew’s Headington, 2.30pm Church 
of the Good Shepherd Kennington, 7pm 
United Reformed Marston Rd, 1.15pm 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
10.15am Cowley Rd Methodist, 1.30pm 
St Michael & All Angels Summertown, 
2.30pm St John’s Vicarage Rd S Oxford. 
Fri 5 ABINGDON. Women’s World 


Day of Prayer service at Trinity Church 
10.30am with speaker Pam Martin and 
at St Nicholas Church 8pm with speaker 
Rosanna Martin. 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 HIGH LEIGH. Confer- 
ence on witness in today ’s world with Rt 
Revd Michael Nazir of CMS, Revd Dav- 
id Winter, Oxford Diocesan Evange- 
lism Advisor, Revd G Kavoor of the 
Church of South India, and chaplains 
Ernie and Jean Wilkes, formerly of CMS 
in Nigeria. Apply to Mr and Mrs R. 
Morden on 0462 434425. 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 OXFORD. Retreat at 
Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill: Jewish 
Passover-Christian Eucharist with Rab- 
bi Lionel Blue and Fr Nicholas Madden. 
Details: 0865 730183. 

Sat 6 OXFORD. A Medieval Green 
Feminist: day course on Abbess Hiide- 
gard of Bingen . Speaker Mrs Helen Stan- 
ton. 10am - 4. 15pm. £18. Contact: 0865 
270380. 

Sun 7 CHARLBURY. Taiz* medita- 
tion 6.30pm St Mary’s Church, preced- 
ed by Said Evensong at 6pm. 

Sun 7 RADLEY. Quarter-centenary cel- 
ebration of the life and verse of George 
Herbert 6pm at St James’ Church, Rad- 
ley nr Abingdon. 

Sun 7 LOWER EARLEY. Perform- 
ance of Mendelssohn’s oratorio, Elijah, 
at Lodden Valley Leisure Centre, 7pm. 
Tickets £6/£3. Telephone 0344 421233. 
Wed 10 UXBRIDGE Birthpangs: a 
Mother’s Day meditation led by Alison 
Christian. 12.40pm at The Nave at St 
Margaret’s, Windsor Street. Tickets: 
£1.50 or 50p. Also Tue 16 12.40pm 
Fiona and Roy Castle talk about their 
faith and cancer, tickets £1.50 or 50p; 
and Wed 24 God at Work with Harry 
Burlton, Heathrow Airport Chaplain. 
For tickets ring 0895 231333. 

Sun 14 WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 
Corrymeela Sunday 6.30pm . Ecumen- 
ical service with preacher Rt Revd John 
Dunlop, moderator of the general as- 
sembly presbyterian church in Ireland 
and speaker Mairead Corrigan Maguire. 
Mon 15, Wed 17, Thu 18 & Fri 19 
THAME Poverty lunches in Lent at the 
Town Hall 12-2pm. Raising money for 
Tear Fund. 

Tue 16 OXFORD. ‘Facing a world 
without God; an encounter with Joseph 
Chaim Brenner’ at the Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road, 8pm. Contact 
Council of Christians and Jews 0993 
812888. 

Wed 17 WANTAGE. Healing service 


at St Peter and St Paul 8pm. Also on 21 
April. Eucharist with laying on of hands. 
Sat 20 - Sat*27 CROPTHORNE 
Worcestershire: a week of study, prayer, 
solitude and work showing the relevance 
of the Benedictine way to everyday life. 
Open to all in the Diocese. Cost £220. 
Contact Chiltem Christian Training 0494 
481550. 

Sat 20 STOKENCHURCH. FOCUS 
(Federation of Caring & Counselling 
Schemes) workshop led by Revd Ann 
Long of Acorn Christian Healing Trust 
on ‘God in the lives of caring people’. 
Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green (just 
off M40) 10am-4pm. All welcome. Cost 
£12 non-members. Bring packed lunch, 
drinks provided. Details: Sheila Stephens 
0734 575120 or Doris Swinbank 0628 
36469. 

Mon 22 TIDMARSH. Pang Valley Lec- 
tures with speaker Bishop Maurice Wood. 
Second in series: The Miracle of the 
Resurrection. 8pm at Tidmarsh Grange, 
Pangboume Road, Tidmarsh. Free.Third 
lecture on April 5: The Power of the 
Resurrection. Details Dr D Stone 0734 
842815. 

Thu 25 HADDENHAM. St Mary the 
Virgin at 7.30pm: Choral Evensong with 
the Choir of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford and preacher the Ven Norman 
Warren, Archdeacon of Rochester. 

Thu 25, Fri 26, Sat 27 MILTON KEY- 
NES. A Man for all Seasons, performed 
in the Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
at 7.45pm. Tickets £4/£3. Phone 0908 
682682 or 0908 230622. 

Sat 27 HAZLEMERE. Designing Mod- 
em Church Embroidery: course by Chil- 
tem Christian Training Programme at St 
Edmund Campion Church. £10. Tel 0494 
481550. 

Sat 27 WATFORD. Open meeting of 
the Fraternity of the Resurrection at 3pm 
in Leavesden Hospital, College Road 
Refreshments and videos. All members 
and friends welcome. Contact Roger 
Turner, 6 Ashridge Cottages, Little Gad- 
desden, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1PW. 
Tel: 0442 842714. 

Sat 27 CHESHAM. Kumara Quartet at 
Emmanual Church, Broad St, 8pm. Schu- 
bert Quintet and string quartets by Hay- 
dn, Puccini and Ravel. Tickets £6, stu- 
dents £3. Tel Chesham 783034. 

Sat 27 STOKE POGES. St Giles’ 
Church ‘At Home day’. 10am - 4pm. See 
the church in action: guided tours, brass 
rubbing, handbells. Play area for chil- 
dren. Full programme from Revd C Har- 
ris 0753 644177. 

Sun 28 OVING. Service at All Saints’ 
6pm with Canon Malcolm Widdecombe, 
Vicar of SS Philip and Jacob, Bristol. 
Mon 29 - Thu 1 April OXFORD. Re- 
treat at Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill: 
Waiting, Listening and Praying with Je- 
sus, our Saviour with Fr Matthew Blake. 
Details 0865 730183. 

Wed 31 HIGH WYCOMBE. Introduc- 
tion to the Magic of Mystery Cycles at 


All Saints’ Church. Contact CCTP as 
above. 

APRIL 

Fri 2 MILTON KEYNES. St Andrew’s 
Bookshop presents Simon Bemard-Smith 
in Concert at the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone. 7.30pm. Tickets £2.50 from 
St Andrew’s Bookshop Ltd, 50 Church 
St, Wolverton MK 1 2 5 J W (send SAE) or 
phone 0908 221331. 

Sat 3 WINKFIELD. Sing-along Messi- 
ah at St Mary’s, 7.30pm (rehearsal and 
tea 5pm) conducted by Ian May. Listen- 
ers £3.50, singers £1 . Bring music if you 
have it! All welcome. 0344 884866. 

Sat 3 DORCHESTER. An act of devo- 
tion for Holy Week: works of £chiitz, 
Bruckner, Brahms and Bach performed 
by the Rottgen Chamber Choir of Bonn. 
6pm in Dorchester Abbey — no charge. 
Sat 3 WINKFIELD. Come to St Mary ’s 
Church to sing or listen to Handel’s 
Messiah at 7.30pm. Rehearsal 5.30pm. 
Details from Brian Cox 0344 882624. 
Singers pay £1, audience £3. 

Sun 4 THAME Shakespearean actor 
Paul Alexander performs St John’s Gos- 
pel in St Mary’s Church. Words taken 
from the Authorised King James Bible. 
Prayers 7pm, doors open 7.30, perform- 
ance 8pm. Tickets from Church Office 
0844 213491. 

Sun 4 HOLTSPUR. Concert of Mozart, 
Beethoven and Franck with Bryan Fai- 
fax on violin and Michael Shak on piano 
7.30pm at St Thomas’ Church, May- 
flower Way. Tickets £3.50 (£2 for under- 
lbs) from St Michael’s, St Mary’s or St 
Thomas’ Churches or ring 0494 674634. 
Proceeds to South Bucks Young Home- 
less Action Group. 

Sun 4 CHALFONT ST GILES. Free 
concert at 3pm: Stabat Mater by Pergole- 
si and The Seven Last Words on the 
Cross by Haydn, in the parish church. 
Concert given under auspices of The 
Viola d’ Amore Society of Great Britain. 
Sun 4 - Thu 22 OXFORD. Exhibition of 
Lino prints by Denis May: Rennaissance, 
an Easter message. Open 12-2pm week- 
days and 2-5pm weekends. 

Sun 4 CRANBOURNE. Performance 
of Mary Magdalene, a musical drama by 
Roger Jones. St Peter’s Church 6pm. 
Sun 4 COWLEY. Haydn’s Creation, 
3pm St Francis Church, Hollow Way 
performed by Kennington & District 
United Church Choirs. Admission free 
with collection for USPG and Age Con- 
cern. 

Good Friday 9 HENLEY-ON- 
THAMES. An open invitation to sing 
Faur6’s Requiem at St Mary’s. Rehears- 
al 4pm, tea and hot cross buns 6pm, 
performance 7.30pm. Admission £2 in 
aid of the organ restoration fund. Details: 
0491 572401. 

Good Friday 9 IVER. Richings Choral 
Society present Stainer’s ‘The Crucifix- 
ion’ at St Leonard’s Church, Richings 
Park at 8pm. Donations of £2.50 request- 


ed in support of Macmillan Nurses. 
Good Friday and Easter Day BRACK- 
NELL In Bracknell Family Church. 
Musical drama 34 AD about the life of 
Christ through the eyes of Gavius, a 
Roman soldier. Performances 8pm Good 
Friday and 6.30pm Easter Day. Tickets 
£ 1 . 

Mon 12 MILTON KEYNES. Easter 
Pilgrimage starting from Campbell Park 
2.30pm. Service in Christ the Corner- 
stone 3pm, led by Rt Revd Richard Har- 
ries. Details from Revd Michael Bums 
0908 237777. 

Fri 16 -Sun 18 OXFORD. A vocations 
weekend at the Carmelite Priory, Boars 
Hill for young men interested in the 
religious life and the Carmelite vocation. 
Details: 0865 730183. 

Sal 24 OXFORD. Seminar ‘Breaking 
down the dividing wall’ with Bishop 
Patrick Kalilombe from Selly Oak Col- 
leges Centre for Black and White Chris- 
tian Partnership. Oxford Centre for Mis- 
sion Studies, St Philip & St James, Wood- 
stock Road 2-7pm. Contact Shelagh 
Ranger 0865 516375. 

Tue 27 AYLESBURY. First of eight 
sessions on Communicating the Gospel 
with Revd David Winter, Bishop of Ox- 
ford’s Officer for Evangelism. Holy Trin- 
ity Church 8-9.45pm. Cost £23. Contact 
Chiltem Christain Training Programme 
0494 481550. 

Wed 29, Thu 30 April and Fri 1, Sat 2 
May LONG CRENDON. Six plays 
from the York Mystery Cycle, 8pm in St 
Mary ’s Church. Medieval Supper will be 
served after the performances on Friday 
and Saturday at Long Crendon Manor. 
Tickets in advance only from Mrs Jill 
Wolfe 0844 208654. Send large SAE. 

MAY 

Sat 1 OXFORD. Turbulent Priests? Is- 
sues in Church and State. A lecture on the 
Church of England, its history and the 
possibility of disestablishment. With 
Canon Vincent Strudwick and others. 
Tuition £18. Contact University of Ox- 


ford Department for Continuing Educa- 
tion 0865 270360. 

Wed 5 - Sat 8 HENLEY-ON- 
THAMES. Performances of One Soli- 
tary Life the Ministry of Jesus at the 
Kenton Theatre. Actors, singers etc are 
sought copntact Shelagh Cowan 0491 
579360 or Caroline Kristoffersen 0491 
571963. 

Sat 8 NEWBURY. Kreisler String Or- 
chestra perform Spring Serenade, a con- 
cert of music by Elgar, Dvorak and 
Tchaikovsky. St George’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets£12or £7.50. Ring0635 
49919. 

National and international chapters of 
The Pilgrims of St Francis are now 
making arrangements for their 1993 pro- 
gramme. The movement is open to all 
Christians and pilgrimages are held all 
over Europe. The National Pilgrimage 
will be held from 31 May to 5 June in 
Ashford, Kent. Cost £30 waged, £22 
unwaged, £15 age 12 and under, free 
under 4 years. International pilgrimage 
in Strasbourg, France 21 to 29 July. In- 
formation: Mrs Pam Foster, 49 Haugh- 
ton Road, Shifnal, Shrops TF11 8DF. 
Tel: 0952 460694. 

NOTICES 

Prayers wanted on particular themes: 
eg Prayers for Horses, Prayers for Fish- 
ermen, The Motorist Prayer etc for an 
anthology. Send contributions to Mr 
J.E.G. Murphy, The Cottage, Innings 1 
Road, Little Frieth, Nr Henley, Oxon 
RG9 6NR. 

Organist required at St Barnabas’, 
Emmer Green, Reading. Main service 
9.30am parish communion. Choir prac- 
tice each week. Contact Nigel Hardcas- 
tle 0734 478239. 

Pulpit free to any church or chapel will- 
ing to remove it from a disused Method- 
ist Chapel in Chipping Norton. Photo 
available. Donation would be welcome. 
Ring 0608 643276. 

• Entries for the April What’s On 
should be received by March 10. 
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Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

March 7: Diocesan Advisory Council/Diocesan Pastoral Committee; 
those who work in financial services, insurance and the Stock 
Exchange. 

March 14: Deanery of Abingdon; those who work in research and 
development. 

March 21: Mothering Sunday. Oxford Diocesan Council for Social 
Work; the work of the Mothers’ Union; all those who care for children 
in the home. 

March 28: Passion Sunday. Deanery of Wallingford; all those who 
work as secretaries, typists, clerks etc., and those in part-time 
employment. 


CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSI- 


HOLIDAYS 


THE 

CHALET HOTEL 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
Phone: 0983 852285 

Family Licensed Hotel 
on the Sea Front 
DINNER, BED AND 
full ENGLISH BREAKFAST 
from £1 1 0 per week - 
Ask for our 
SPECIAL OFFERS 
* Winter Rates * Three-Day-Breaks* 
^^^ree^en^^hildrer 


WANTED 


WANTED 

Pews 

Old pews, for use in domes- 
tic building. 

Will collect small number. 

Telephone: 0865 725233 


FOR SALE 


HAMMOND ORGAN (124 KM2), 2 
manual pedals, 13 voices, autochord, 
£250. Tel: (0608) 810639). 


SITUATIONS 


LIVESTOCK PERSON 

on organic smallholding. 
Training students. 

Ideally experienced in range of live- 
stock, organic farming, some 
arable/horticulture. 

Salary neg., approx £10,000 + accom- 
modation. 

Apply to: 

Dr Anne Stone (manager) 
Warren Farm, Rectory Rd, Streat- 
ley, Berks RG8 9QE. 
Enquiries: (0491) 872149 


ST MARYS, STREATLY ON THAMES 

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR 

required 

Sunday Morning Services Only and 
Weekly practice. Two Manual Binns 
Organ recently rebuilt. Small Mixed 
Choir. RSCM Affiliated. 

Details from: 

W. Judd, Long Close, Streatley Hill, 
Reading RG8 9RB. Tel: (0491) 872642 


ECUMENICAL COMMUNITY; 

small, busy Oxfordshire, seeks new 
members responsible for catering 
and maintenance. Commitment and 
enthusiasm essential. Please apply: 
The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4AF. 


Organist and Choir Director 

required 

Parish Church Deddington, Oxford 
May 1993 

Excellent music tradition and strong choir. Friday 
evening and Sunday morning rehearsals. Weekly 
Anthem. Two-manual Binns Organ. Current 
salary £1,300, usual fees. 

Details: Vicar, 0869 38329 
The Vicarage, Earls Lane 
Deddington 0X15 OTJ 


AUTHORS 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Especially Religion, Poetry, Memoirs, 
Missionary Stories, Travel, Theology. 
Authors World-wide Invited 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 7DQ 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, Reli- 
gion, Poetry, Children's Stories and Fic- 
tion. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS (Dept. A. 24) 
4/6 Effie Road, London SW6 1TD 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, includ- 
ing religion, memoirs, poems and 
first books. 

AVON BOOKS (TD) 

Aubrey House, 83/85 Bridge Road, 
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9HH. 

Member Association of Christian Booksellers. 


AUTHORS 

All subjects considered for 
co-partnership publication. 

A complete professional service from 
MS to bookshop shelf. 

Write (without obligation) to: 

JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Dept. 4, Duke House, 37 Duke 
Street, London W1M 5DF 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, Reli- 
gion, Poetry, Children's Stories and Fic- 
tion. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS (Dept. A. 24) 
4/6 Effie Road, London SW6 1TD 


CONCERTS 


CONCERT of Sacred Music by the 
Choir of Kingham Hill School, St 
Andrew’s Church, Great Rollright, 
Saturday 13th March, 7.30pm. Tick- 
ets £5-£3 (inc refreshments). In aid 
of St Andrew’s restoration fund. 
From Mrs Turner, “Rosemullion”, 
Great Rollright 0608 737359. 


COUNSELLING 


Work and Career Counselling 

• Counselling for Change 

• Aptitude Testing 

• Career Focus and Planning 

• Clarifying Goals 

For appointment or free leaflet, please 
call 

Charles Garner M.A., 
Dip.C.G. Newbury 
(0635) 34424 (24 hours) 


COUNSELLING 

Anxiety - Stress - Grief 
- Relationships - Change — 
Spiritual Growth 
Individuals and Groups 
Courses by arrangement 

Tel: (0865) 62691 

For appointment or brochure 


STUDY 


VACATION TERM FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDY 

St Anne’s College, Oxford 
90th Anniversary 
JULY 24 -AUGUST 7 1993 

David’s Dynasty — Dr A. G. Auld 
Mark — Rev Dr J. Muddiman 
Paul — Prof D. Catchpole 
NT & 2nd Cent — Dr C. Trevett 
Dead Sea Scrolls — Prof Vermes 
Samaritans — Rev R. Coggins 
Also Dr J. Ziesler, Prof C. Rowland 
Opportunities to learn Hebrew and 
NT Greek 

Some Bursaries available 

Full Board & Lectures £228 per wk 

For further details send sae to: 
Miss G. J. Guest, 

32 Stanbury Crescent, 
Folkestone, Kent CT19 6PD 



















24 The DOOR, March 1993 












Gandhi Summer School, now in 
its ninth year, when participants 
camp in the Abbey grounds and 
enjoy the extensive library of 
books and interviews on Mahat- 
ma Gandhi collected by Fred 
Blum. 

Bishop Stephen Vemey sees 
the Abbey as a venue for confer- 
ences on matters of international 
concern. He has initiated 
debates on the ordination of 
women and between nuclear sci- 
entists and members of Green- 
peace. “As we listen to each oth- 
er, we begin to see that the ques- 
tions are far more profound than 
any of us have quite understood,” 
said Stephen Vemey. “In all these 
ways we are trying to think how 
the truth of Christ can be redis- 
covered in the heart of the burn- 
ing questions of today.” 

Of inter-faith meetings he says: 
“People come away changed but 
they don’t change. They are not 
converted to one another’s point 
of view. They go deeper into the 
truth which they themselves hold. 
These meetings don’t dilute 
Christianity, they open up other 
ways. As you talk to other faiths 
you see something more in your 
own.” 

The Abbey used to be called 
the ‘New Era Centre’ and al- 
though its name was changed 
because of possible negative con- 


Bishop Stephen Vemey, 
a co-founder of the Abbey 
community. 


notations, Susan Cole-King be- 
lieves that the concept of the 
New Age is “profoundly Chris- 
tian, but there is stuff accumulat- 
ed around it which is irrational 
nonsense. I want to feel I have a 
foot in both camps, both inside 
the Church and outside, where 
the creative impinges on the tra- 
ditional.” 

She sums up the Abbey ’s aims: 
“Being open to the Holy Spirit at 
the end of the 20th Century, dis- 
cussing what God is calling us 
here to be, raising consciousness 
about what the world needs, and 
motivating like-minded groups 
and the world around us to de- 
velop a wider consciousness.” 


I t wasn’t the best day to visit 
what must be a beautiful 
building in the summer. It 
was drizzling and bitterly cold, 
although the rough ground under 
the huge old trees was already 
carpeted with aconites and snow- 
drops. 

Hidden behind high walls and 
set in four acres of land, the 14th 
century ‘Abbey’ (the name is a 
Victorian affectation) at Sutton 


Above: In discussion outside the Abbey, two members of the Council of Management, Keith Hill, 
Treasurer, and the Revd Dr Susan Cole-King. Below : Residents with Bishop Stephen Vemey in the 
Abbey courtyard. Left to right: Elizabeth Nathaniels, Victoria Gallego, Peter Cox and the Bishop 


keen to point out that the com- 
munity, which consists of only 
ten or 1 2 people, is in the process 
of developing a less hierarchical 
system of leadership. 

Varied topics 

The Abbey welcomes about 
500 people every year to its re- 
treats and weekend workshops. 
Elizabeth Nathaniels, the pro- 
gramme co-ordinator, hopes that 
the money raised (courses cost 
between £20 and £80 depending 
on whether guests stay overnight) 
will eventually enable the com- 
munity to be self-supporting _ 
“but it’s very difficult”. 

Visitors may spend their time 
in the impressive 14th century 
hall with its narrow stone mul- 
lioned windows and intricate 
carved wooden panels. Here 
sculptures, paintings and ceram- 
ics, some the work of members 
of the community, are on display 
for sale. Or visitors may be taken 
to the Solar or one of the other 
sitting rooms for a more intimate 
meeting. If they are staying over- 
night, they will sleep in the mod- 


em Visitors’ Centre complete 
with split-level bathrooms and 
breakfast bar, again decorated 
with original paintings, dried 
herbs and wall-hangings pro- 
duced by Abbey artists. A large 
walled garden is used to grow 
herbs and vegetables, although 
the mainly vegetarian residents 
have not yet managed to become 
self-sufficient in this department. 

Workshops are held through- 
out the year. Over the next few 
months they include such varied 
topics as a three-day study of 
‘ Gardening and Meditation ’ ; one 
day considering ‘The Gospel as 
Catalyst for Social Change’; a 
T’ai Chi Ch’uan Workshop, Ti- 
betan Healing Exercises and 
‘From Inner Awareness to Outer 
Health, ’ a weekend studying diet, 
yoga, beauty and contemplation 
with Philip Roderick, Karen 
Sussman andTruke Batson. Bro- 
chures in the hall illustrate the 
Abbey’s links with other com- 
munities which are also “open to 
the wisdom of other faiths” such 
as Gaia House and the Bam, 
both in Devon and both offering 


meditations “in the Buddhist 
tradition”. 

There are weekly Bible stud- 
ies, a course for those who want 
to understand their own spiritual 
journey, yoga and drama eve- 
nings. The Abbey also hires out 
its facilities to like-minded 
groups. Annual events include 
an open day in May and the 


The Abbey at 
Sutton Courtenay in 
Oxfordshire is both 
a community and a 
centre of learning 
and discussion. It 
runs a year-round 
programme of 
retreats and 
workshops and 
offers itself as a 
meeting- place for 
people of all faiths. 
Venetia Horton 
reports. 


Courtenay has, for the last 12 
years, been home to a commu- 
nity of people who .claim to be 
“rooted in the Christian tradi- 
tion yet open to the wisdom of 
other faiths.” Bishop Stephen 
Vemey, who with the late Dr 
Fred Blum was one of the found- 
ers, summed up the Abbey’s 
philosophy as an attempt to “re- 
discover the truth of Christ in 
the context of the day”. 

The Abbey is both a charitable 
trust and a limited company. 
The Revd Dr Susan Cole-King, 
who is the chairman of the coun- 
cil of the Abbey, as well as be- 
ing the minister-in-charge at the 
nearby church of Drayton St 
Peter (where she lives in the 
vicarage) is now the effective 
leader as well as the chairman of 
the board of directors; but she is 


The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay 




Rouse & Sadler 
HEALTHCARE 


58 B High Street 
Aylesbury 


Powerchair Specialist and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 


Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 



Use our experience 
to get the right model 
for your individual 
needs. 

(0296) 415003 


Who is Jesus? 

Some readers of The DOOR may well have been affronted or disturbed by 
sensational reporting in the Sunday Times on three recently published 
books purporting to answer the question, ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

They have produced some bizarre answers. But these answers have now 
been discussed in a balanced and comprehensive book (Who was Jesus 
SPCK £4.99) by Dr Tom Wright, Fellow of Worcester College, Oxford, 
and for which I am personally very grateful. He shows on what slender 
evidence (most of it already familiar in the academic world) the books 
were based. Dr Wright’s book would be helpful reading for any who were 
troubled by the press reviews, and would be invaluable to clergy readers 
looking for a brief account of developments in New Testament scholar- 
ship over the last 200 years. 

But even given meticulous scholarship and a serious interest in the 
nature and person of Jesus, the question remains — who was He? His 
contemporaries pronounced him to be a prophet, a learned Rabbi, a healer 
and exorcist, the long-awaited Messiah, the visionary, a political activist, 
the gifted teacher, or the one who would one day come on the clouds of 
heaven to judge the world. All these categories can command some 
support from the gospels, but we do not necessarily have to choose 
between them. 

Rather, we find in Christ just that element which ministers to our 
innermost needs. For myself 1 found in Him during my early years in the 
RAF just what I needed then — a glimpse of Him as the way, the truth and 
the life — some way in which to walk amidst many options, some truth 
by which to live with other truths clamouring for attention, and some life 
other than my own in which to share. 

Who was Jesus? He was a man unique and without parallel in the ancient 
world, and too large for any category in which men have sought to 
imprison him. He remains an ineffable mystery. Just occasionally we 
touch the hem of his garment, and look into his face. It is unlikely that the 
books so sensationally reviewed will add much to our sum of knowledge, 
but at least the riposte by Dr Tom Wright may help us to answer for 
ourselves the question, ‘Who was Jesus?’ 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author of many 
books. He lives near Banbury. 


WHY CHOOSE US? 

Probably the 
Best Range of 
Doors, Windows and 
Conservatories in the 
Home Counties 

As a long established and well respected family business 
covering Bucks, Berks and Oxon our livelihood and 
reputation depends on giving the customer excellent 
products AT A PRICE THAT THE CUSTOMER 
WANTS TO PAY — not to mention : 

★Ten year insurance guarantee 

★ No desposit required 

★ Pay when the project is completed 

★ Planned and fitted by our own craftsmen 

★ Free design service on all windows, doors and conservatories 

★ Free quotes in our showrooms or in your own home 

★ No high pressure selling 

★ Trade and supply only prices 

Don ’t just take our word for it — call for details of your 
nearest showsite on: 

(0494) 22279 or (0628) 826031 
or (0865) 770127 

or call in and see us at 5 Courtland Road , 
Rosehill, Oxford 

THE 

NORTH OXFORD 
WINDOW 

■■■HMHHHICO. 








